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Dear families, students and staff, 

 
Welcome to Week 10 and all that it offers.  We keep in our prayers Lisa 
Brunjes, Karen Madden, Sheela Campollo, Mrs Oppy’s sister, Hilde, Vicki Kirk’s 
mother and all those who are in need at this time. 
 
You might like to light a candle as you pray.  You can do so online at: 
http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/  
 

Volunteer Student Protection: 
Thank you to those parents who responded last week by completing the online Student Protection 
training.  A further reminder that all who volunteer, for example, tuckshop, must complete this 
training annually.  Could I urge you to make this a priority if you have not already done so. 
 
Our Lenten Journey: 
Lent is a time to be proactive, both within ourselves and in the 
world around us.  We often make a good start, with promises and 
‘giving up’ our favourite things.   
 
But at this stage in the journey, it is good to stop and reflect 
upon why we choose to live differently at this time of year.  
What difference does ‘going without’ make? Why does it matter? 
What would it be like to carry some of this intention into the 
rest of the year?  Do I use the space this makes to focus my 
attention upon my relationship with God? 
 
God’s constant offering to us is unfathomable mercy and compassion.  It is transformative when we 
allow it in, and when we offer it to others. 
 
As we journey towards Easter: 
 

Take a risk – is there something or someone that is challenging your ability to respond with care 
and compassion?  Look for creative options to give some time and attention to it/them. 

Take a risk – thank anyone who provides a service for what they do – shop owners; teachers; 
children; parents; doctors.  Either do it at the time or write them a note of thanks. 

Take a risk – do something a little bit outside your comfort zone for someone else. 
Take a risk – introduce yourself to someone you don’t know with the intention of getting to know 

them and making them feel welcome. 
Take a risk – forgive someone who has hurt you. 
Take a risk – aske someone you have hurt to forgive you and make amends. 
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School Centenary: 
Planning is underway for the centenary weekend of 14/15 September.  As part 
of our celebrations we are creating a Centenary Cook Book.  Past students, 
staff and families have been invited to contribute and we need your 
contribution also. 
 
We need your favourite recipe or two for our Centenary Cook Book.  Recipes 
need to be returned (hard copy or email to pgayndah@ne.catholic.edu.au ) by 
Friday 5 April.  Please remember to include your name and student’s details on the recipe. 
 
Students will be invited to design the covers for the cook book which is part of the memorabilia 
people will be able to purchase on the centenary weekend.  
 
 
Holiday Work: 
Over the holidays, some much needed maintenance will occur at the school.  Tree trimming will occur 
all over the school, in particular, around the Sports Centre so gutter maintenance can then occur.  
Some trees again show signs of borer activity so trimming these branches assists with keeping the 
school environment safe for all. 
 
The verandahs of both the Administration building and the library building will be sanded and oiled.  
We are grateful to Brisbane Catholic Education for providing schools with a Facilities Support Grant 
to support these projects. 
 
We are very fortunate to have such a beautiful environment to learn in and, with the cooler weather 
this week, teachers and students enjoyed learning in the outdoors. 
 
Easter Blessings: 
As we head off on our holidays, I wish you all the blessings of the Easter season.  Travel safely if 
you are doing so and enjoy spending extra time with family and friends.  
 
We look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 23 April of the start of Term 2. 
 

 
 
 

In all things, glorify God, 
 
Terese 
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Welcome to Week 10 
It is hard to imagine that Term One has come to an end. Where did the time go? Our Prep students 
have settled in and all staff and students have adapted to their new school year routines.  
 
This week all schools within Brisbane Catholic Education will be involved in 
reflecting on the various aspects of Holy Week, celebrating them through 
school liturgies, prayer and being involved in the Parish and Archdiocesan 
celebrations as well. All schools reflect on this most important week in the 
Church’s year and each school will do things a little differently. What is 
constant, however, is that our Catholic Schools ensure the events of Holy 
Week are taught and presented in a child friendly way, ensuring that the 
message of the Easter story is clear and full of hope. It can be challenging 
with our students to emphasise the message of peace that is drawn from 
the violence of Jesus’ Passion and Death and the triumph of his 
Resurrection on Easter Sunday. However, a story that is central to our 
Catholic Christian story. 
 

So what does this have to do with educating our 
children you may ask? It is one of the major 
touchstones as a Catholic school and as people of faith, that our response to the 
call of Jesus is obviously important. However, our children also need to be  
prepared for the challenges of life  as loving, confident, resilient and self-aware 
individuals. In developing these qualities and learning the skills to live out 
attitudes and values will necessarily require regular instances of forgiveness and 
mercy – to oneself and to others. 
 
This week our Art Room has been transformed into a sacred space that re-
traces Jesus’s final days before his death and resurrection. Our students have 
contributed, through art, to this space and we 

encourage families and friends to visit at any time. The art room is open 
before, during and after school. Please take the time to come and see 
our sacred space, to pray and/or to reflect on Jesus’ journey to Calvary.  
 
Lenten Reflection 
 
Jesus is Crucified   
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified 
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive 
them; for they do not know what they are doing.” As Jesus hung on the cross, he forgave the 
soldiers who had crucified him, and prayed for his mother and friends.  
Jesus, as you accepted your cross, you knew you would carry it to your death on Calvary. You knew it 
wouldn't be easy, but you accepted it and carried it just the same.  
 
Reflection 
How might the practice of forgiveness change our world?    
 



Curriculum Corner – Putting Faces on the 
Data 
 
You could say that the whole human endeavour is geared towards 
setting and achieving goals…and education is no different. Every 
school within Brisbane Catholic Education has a SMART goal. A 
goal that is SPECIFIC, MEASURABLE, ATTAINABLE, 
RELEVANT and TIMELY. This goal is set by the leadership team, 
in consultation with staff to ensure the progress and success of 
each learner within the school. 
 
Last week at our staff meeting, we celebrated each learner’s 
progress as we updated the Data Wall. 
 
 Quite often, discussions with staff when setting our SMART goal include: 
• What exactly do we (as staff) want to achieve for our learners? 
• How will we do it? 
• With what support? 
• What are the conditions and limitations? 
• Why exactly do we want to reach this goal? What are possible alternative ways of achieving the same? 
What research based practices support this goal? 
 

 
In 2019, our SMART goals are… 

By the end of 2019, with a school-wide use of the embedded, consistent and targeted use of Effective and 
Expected Practices, 85% of P-2 students will achieve the BCE Benchmark targets for reading. 

By the end of 2019, with an embedded use of writing assessment tool, 80% of Years 3-6 will achieve the BCE 
Benchmark Targets for Writing.  

 

 

To support a school’s SMART goal, each school also has a Data Wall where each leaner is tracked according the 
SMART goal. Data walls are physical displays of student names/images, results and general learning progress 
that are regularly updated by teachers throughout the course of the school year. They are a valuable tool which 
leads to an improvement in student learning. The purpose of the Data Walls is to guide future planning and 
development of strategies to support students that need further development...whether it is a child that needs 
more support or a child that needs to be further challenged.  
 
To achieve these goals, a culture of shared responsibility amongst staff is essential. Our Data Wall can be 
viewed in our staffroom. Why, you may ask? Each child can be seen, tracked, discussed on a daily basis because 
the Data Wall is “in our face”. Daily professional conversations around our Data Wall have ensured the learning 
needs of every student drive teacher learning and practice. No student can go under the radar or be left 
behind…it is everyone’s business. Our Data Wall is a practical and powerful tool for our staff to focus on the 
growth and achievement of every student. The power of our Data Wall comes from including every student in 
our school – not just those struggling, flying or doing okay. This shifts the conversation from ‘my students in my 
classroom’ to ‘our students in our school’; and it shifts the motivation from ‘improving my practice’ to 
‘improving our practice’. 
 
You may ask, why on a wall….why not use a database on a computer? On an electronic screen, data can seem 
disconnected from students. On a physical wall, data is reconnected to individuals. So a Data Wall is more likely 
to lead to data informed teaching because it connects data to teachers’ strong emotional commitment to their 
students. As data-informed teaching through a Data Wall becomes routine, Terese and I can support teachers 
in continuing to develop their professional practice through professional development and access to specialists 
in the fields of literacy and numeracy.   
 
The progress already achieved this year is quite remarkable. Progress has occurred across the school and we 
are a step closer to achieving our SMART goal in 2019.  
 

 

Happy holidays and God bless! 
 

 

Bec  
 



 

Cross Country 
District Cross Country is to be held at the Gayndah Golf Club this coming Friday (5/4). Our 
students in Years 3-6 will board buses first. Our P-2 students will arrive at the Golf Course just 
after 10am, ready for their race. Please keep in mind that off-street parking will be available. No 
vehicles, other than buses and staff will be able to enter the complex. We are trying to 
minimise the amount of traffic into the club due to student safety during the event. 

Times are approximate. 

Congratulations to our  
Week 9 Award recipients! 

Daelen Maddern, Xavier Roberts, 
Oiver Waldock, Summer Campollo, 
Loucas Sturgess, Noah Coulson, 
Hamish Baker, Imogen Coulson,  
Noah Teague, Andrew Harris,  

Scarlett Porter  
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“In All Things 
Glorify God” 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Date Claimer: 14 & 15 Sept 2019 
Growing the hearts, minds and spirits of learners for 100 years 

 
  **Search for St Joseph’s Centenary celebrations on Facebook! 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 
SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2019 

Term 1: Wednesday 30 
January to Friday 5 April 

Term 2: Tuesday 23rd 
April to Friday 28 June  

Term 3:  Tuesday 16 July 
to Friday 20 September  

Term 4: Wednesday 9 Oc-
tober to Friday 6 Decem-
ber  
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