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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, carers and staff, welcome to Week 10 and our final week of Term 1.

THANK YOU
As the Term 1 draws to a close on Holy Thursday 29 March, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you, our
wonderful families, for your support and friendship. Please know that it is appreciated. Thank you to our amazing staff
who have worked diligently in assisting each child to work to his/her fullest potential.
Thank you to our students who have settled into Term 1 so well and especially our new families.
We wish each family the blessings of the Easter Season and look forward to catching up with you on Tuesday 17 April.
You will be remembered in my prayers during the Triduum, Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday as well as
the Easter celebrations. Go gently and stay safe over the next two weeks.
May the Resurrected Jesus bless you with love, peace and joy within your personal life and within the lives of your
family and friends this Easter and throughout the year.
As we conclude our first Term, Bec, Helen, Jody, Inge, Jennell, Suze, Bec, Claire, Jim, Marti, Jayne, Leah, Lorna,
Jaimie, Cindy, Karen, David, Fr Biju and I offer the following prayer to you and your family.
Awaken Me
Risen One, come, meet me, in the garden of my life.
Lure me into elation. Revive my silent hope.

Coax my dormant dreams.
Raise up my neglected gratitude. Entice my tired enthusiasm.
Give life to my faltering relationships.
Roll back the stone of my indifference.
Unwrap the deadness in my spiritual life.
Impart heartiness in my work.
Risen One, send me forth as a disciple of your unwavering love, a messenger of your unlimited joy.
Resurrected One, may I become ever more
convinced that your presence lives on, and on, and on, and on.
Awaken me! Awaken me!
Joyce Rupp

Wishing you a blessed and joyful Easter and do enjoy a wonderful Easter holiday of taking time for you May God
bless you and your family during this special time of celebrating Jesus’ Resurrection.

SUMMARY OF TERM 1
Learning and Teaching:
Our first Term consisted of accessing the Australian Curriculum for
the student’s learning from Prep to Year 6.
Together the children have accessed and achieved many skills in
their learning strategies throughout the past ten weeks. Learning is
engaging for the children and as a result they are achieving their
goals.
Professional Development has occur red for staff in specific areas related to Lear ning and Teaching and
especially Visible Learning. Visible Learning which is all about “Tomorrow’s Schools”, it’s about “The Mindsets that
make the difference in Education”.
Professor John Hattie is held in high esteem as an education researcher and was called “possibly the world’s most
influential education academic” by the Times Educational Supplement in 2012. He rose to international prominence
with the publication of his two books Visible Learning (2008) and Visible Learning for Teachers (2011). Brisbane
Catholic Education has made a commitment to Visible Learning and we are excited about the focus on learning that
the children will be involved in as part of their education.
Staff have also engaged in Professional learning around flexible learning spaces. Student voice is very important in
this regard and the Year 5/6 students wrote very passionately and persuasively to me with their proposed choices for
new furniture.
Positive Behaviour 4 Learning was introduced this ter m and will be ongoing. Positive Behaviour for Lear ning
(PB4L) is a school-wide behaviour initiative currently in use in most of our Catholic schools. It employs a whole
school system approach to explicitly teach expected behaviour for learning. PB4L encourages positive behaviour
from students, which has been shown to improve their self-concept and motivation to learn.
Religious Education:
Early in the year we celebrated our Opening of the School Year Mass with Father Biju, parents, staff and
students. We also celebrated an Ash Wednesday Liturgy preparing us for our Lenten journey, our school Feast Day
on 19 March and will celebrate a liturgy in preparation for Holy Week which will be held this week.
I thank Bec O’Connor APRE for caring for and planning these special liturgical celebrations.

Many Blessings
Terese

Welcome to the final week of Term One. We are preparing for our Holy Thursday liturgy
this week to commemorate Holy Week and the events which took place in Jesus’ life. Our
liturgy will take place outdoors, in and around the school, and we will re-trace the final
steps of Jesus’s life before he was crucified. Holy Week is the week preceding Easter
and the final week of Lent. Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday and ends with Holy
Saturday, the day before Easter Sunday. During Holy Week, Christians commemorate the
Passion of Christ, who died on Good Friday in reparation for the sins of mankind, and rose
on Easter Sunday to give new life to all who believe. Thus, while Holy Week is solemn and
sorrowful, it also anticipates the joy of Easter through the recognition of God's
goodness in sending His Son to die for our salvation. Our students have been busy
preparing for their part in the Holy Week events. Parents are most welcome to join us
for this community prayer opportunity. We will begin at 9am at the front of the school.
We hope to see you there!

Lenten Reflection
Jesus is Crucified

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified
Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then
Jesus said, “Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are
doing.” As Jesus hung on the cross, he forgave the soldiers who had
crucified him, and prayed for his mother and friends.
Jesus, as you accepted your cross, you knew you would carry it to your
death on Calvary. You knew it wouldn't be easy, but you accepted it and
carried it just the same.

Reflection

How might the practice of forgiveness change our world?
Parish Sacramental Program
As we had started last year, children of the parish, already baptised into the Catholic
faith are invited to complete their initiation as part of a parish-based, family-centered
and school-supported Confirmation preparation program which begins in April this year.
Thank you to those families that have responded. The preparation requires a commitment
from you and your family to all of the activities that we offer in the program. If you wish
to proceed as part of the first stage of this process, please call the Parish (4161 1315)
office no later than this Wednesday 28 March. You can also email Fr Biju at
gayndah@bne.catholic.net.au with any questions or to register your interest.

Congratulations to all our students who represented our school with pride at the
recent District Cross Country. It was wonderful to see our Year 6 students step up in
their leadership role and support our younger students at the event. Thank you to all
the staff, students and parents who assisted with set up and pack up of the day….it is
greatly appreciated and many hands really do make light work. A BIG thanks to the
Gayndah Golf Club who hosted the event. We are blessed to have such wonderful
facilities at our doorstep.

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge Rosie Halt, Lizzie Roth, Abby Driver, Hugo Baker and
Asher Bryant who will be competing at the Wide Bay trials in softball and to Mark
McCosker, Fletcher Worland and Tate Kirk who will be competing in Wide Bay trials
for AFL this week. Congratulations on your achievements and we wish you all the very
best at the next level.
On a final note, enjoy the Easter period with families and friends. Stay safe and we
look forward to seeing you all in Term Two.
God Bless
Bec

What ’s Happening…..
Mini Commonwealth Games
Wednesday 28 March, beginning at 9am
Holy Thursday
Thursday 29 March, beginning at 9am
Good Friday
School Holidays Commence
Term Two Begins
Tuesday 17 April

FROM THE OFFICE:





Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!
Spare 2018 calendars are available, please let the office know if you would like an extra for family
members
If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know.

TUCKSHOP
Thank you to our Tuckshop helpers this week - we couldn’t run Tuckshop without
your help! Karen Mendoza, Maria McCosker, Jen Hitchcock, Brent Chambers, Lisa
Baker
Enhancing Catholic Identity Project – Parent Surveys.
Our survey period is nearly finished!. Please participate in this important
research for our school community.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETING THE SURVEY

Go to http://www.schoolidentity.net/

Enter the website access password Ghj654

On the main portal, click ‘to the surveys’

Under ‘User A ccess’ click on ‘New User’

Enter the Entry Code M8yC65 in the field labelled ‘Group entry code’

You will be given an individual user code and password. Please take note of both of
these codes and keep them for future reference. These can be pr inted by clicking
on the relevant button

You will now be presented with the preliminary Identification Diagram and Profile
Questionnaire. Once you complete these you will arrive on the main questionnaire page, where you must click
on each questionnaire and answer the questions in it to advance to the next questionnaire.

Please contact the school if you require support to complete this, including accessing computer or
Internet. We would be happy to set some up for parents to access if necessary. Can I thank you in
anticipation of your support in this valued element of our school’s strategic plan!
SOUTH BURNETT COWHORSE COMPETITION

8-00/9-00am Friday 11th May 2018 at Nanango Showgrounds

Open to all students of South Burnett Schools

Nominations close Monday 23rd April 2018
Events include:
Team Penning,
Working Cow Horse,
Western Bending,
Barrel Race,
Whip Cracking
Lead and Ridden Stock horse etc.
Nomination forms available from: www.saintmarys.qld.edu.au or contact St. Joseph’s school office
for entry forms.
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:
Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 2, 2018 at the Gayndah Tennis
complex, Barrow Street, for players, to come and join Tennis Australia's
National program, conducted by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis
Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots of fun & games to suit all
levels. Registration is essential.
Phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753

GAYNDAH JUNIOR NETBALL 2018
Training days are:
Monday
3.30-5.30 11-12yrs
3.30-5pm 7-10yrs
3.30-4.30pm 5-6yrs
Thursday 3.30-5.30pm 13-15yrs
3.30-5.30 pm 11-12yrs
Training will be held at the Gayndah Netball Courts at the Gayndah Sportsground .
GETTING READY FOR THE NDIS
Do you have questions about the NDIS? Do you need
support with pre-planning for the NDIS? Do you
want to hear about other people’s experiences with
the NDIS?
The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
will be introduced in the Fraser Coast and North
Burnett region on July 1st. Blue Care regularly
organises ‘Getting Ready for the NDIS’ workshops,
where you can ask everything you like to know about the NDIS process. We will also provide you
with a free pre-planning book and can provide assistance with filling it in. The workshops are led by
Blue Care’s NDIS experts.
Please book ahead by calling Daryl Lederhose on 07 4120 2710.
SIMPARICA
Discounted Simparica Flea and Tick treatment is available from Nathan at
Gayndah Veterinary Surgery. Profits will support the Year 5/6 2018 Canberra

Camp fundraising effort. Contact (07) 4161 1404

