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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, carers, staff and students,
Welcome to Week 2.
Our Year 6 leaders are spending the morning with Miss O’Connor, Mrs Oppermann and myself, learning more about
leadership at St. Joseph’s and the Student ministries; Faith, Community and Sport. On Friday at assembly, they will be
presented with their Ministry badge for Term 2.
As part of the day, the leaders did some discerning about the gifts they bring to leadership and the qualities they would
like to foster this year. They heard again the story of the basin and the towel and Jesus’ model of servant leadership. I
read them the following, a good reminder to us all that we all have something to offer, we all have our own gifts and
talents, made in the image and likeness of God:

There is a transcendental indefinable mysterious power that pervades everything in the universe, from the smallest
particle of matter to the biggest form of life.
One tree can start a forest;
One star can guide a ship at sea;
One candle wipes out darkness;
One sunbeam lights a room
One path leads to home
One vote can change the destiny;
One spark can start a fire;
One song can spark a moment;
One bird can herald a spring;
One handclasp can lift a soul;
One word can frame the goal;
One touch can show you care
One voice can speak with wisdom;
One smile begins a friendship;
One laugh will conquer gloom
One life can make the difference.
One gentle word, one warm smile, one act of love from someone can start a chain reaction.
One person... One action… One belief... could start something...and make a difference.
It is up to me to discover how great I can be.
Each of us holds the key to the power of one to make a difference.
Each one of us has the power within to inspire those around us to make a difference.
ANZAC DAY:
The school community celebrated with a moving liturgy on Tuesday afternoon prepared by Miss O’Connor. We then
moved outside where we planted a Lone Pine seedling. Thank you to our families and students for their reverence and
respectfulness throughout the liturgy. We appreciated the presence of Mr. Boyd Baker, Susan Johnston from the
Gayndah RSL Sub-Branch and Warrent Officer Michael Smith, who spoke to the students about ANZAC Day and also
donated some books and ribbons for students to wear.
Thank you to the parents, students and staff who gave their time to march in the parade yesterday and to Jackson &
Madison Barbeler for laying a wreath on behalf of St Joseph’s in the Gooroolba ceremony. The scene painted by
Rachel Koster for our liturgy is on display in Gayndah Guardian Pharmacy.

PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION:
We are very grateful for the ongoing support of the P & F. All parents are members of the P & F and welcome to
attend monthly meetings. The next P & F meeting will be held on Wednesday 9 May at 7pm.
Recently the school has been able to purchase new sports equipment and new science equipment to support quality
learning and teaching at St. Joseph’s.

RIDE ON MOWER:
After the delivery of the school’s new ride on mower, we were able to donate our old mower to the Parish.
Barry and Nev were very excited and grateful to receive this and look forward to getting the job done
faster.
PREP 2019 ENROLMENTS:
Prep Enrolments for 2019 are currently being accepted. An interview will be scheduled after parents have submitted
the enrolment application. Families who have a child due to commence Prep in 2019, need to submit enrolment
applications to ensure a placement for your child.
SCHOOL FEES:
Thank you to the families who have paid their school fees. Any families who have outstanding fees from Term 1 will
be contacted in the next few weeks to discuss payment options. Term 2 fees will be sent home next week. If you are
experiencing difficulty with fees, please contact the Office for an appointment. If you would now like to make
arrangements to pay school fees via direct debit, please call into the office for a hard copy of the form.
MOTHERS’ DAY RAFFLE:
Tickets were sent home last week for the Mothers’ Day raffle. If you require further books, please contact the Office.
The raffle winners will be announced at the Mothers’ Day assembly on Friday 11 May at 2:30pm. Thank you to our
generous donors for the prizes.
THE PRESENT:
Today is a gift, that is why we call it the present.
Right now,
somebody is very proud of you;
somebody is thinking of you;
somebody is caring about you;
somebody misses you;
somebody hopes you are not in trouble;
somebody is thankful for the support you have provided;
somebody wants you to be happy.

We often take so much for granted these days never stopping to show gratitude. Anzac
Day often reminds me of those things that I take for granted and this week I wanted to
take the opportunity to be more thankful.
I am THANKFUL for being able to live in a country where it’s possible to achieve my
dreams. I am THANKFUL that brave men and women who put themselves on the line for
my generation, who gave their today for my tomorrow. I am THANKFUL for being able to
live in a country where it’s possible to achieve my dreams. I am THANKFUL to our
students and families who attended our Anzac Liturgy on Tuesday and who marched with
pride at the Anzac Day march. I am THANKFUL to our amazing P and F for their
generous monetary donation that went towards new sport’s equipment and finally… I am
THANKFUL to an amazing staff who continue to challenge and grow as individuals and as
a team.
A little food for thought…
Be thankful that you don't already have everything you desire ... if you did, what would
there be to look forward to?
Be thankful when you don't know something ... for it gives you the opportunity to learn.
Be thankful for the difficult times ... during those times you grow.
Be thankful for your limitations ... they give you opportunities for improvement.
Be thankful for each new challenge... which will build your strength and character.
Be thankful for your mistakes ... they will teach you valuable lessons.
Be thankful when you're tired and weary ... because it means you've given your all.

It's easy to be thankful for the 'good' things ... yet, a life of rich fulfilment comes to
those who are thankful for the setbacks. What are you thankful for today?

At our Anzac Liturgy this week, we shared the story of the “Poppy” and how it came to
be a symbol of hope. Here is a summary of that story…
In the fighting zones the devastation of World War 1 caused and turned the landscape
into a wasteland of churned up soil, smashed up woods, fields and streams. Few
elements of the natural world could survive except for the soldiers who had little
choice but to live in an underground network of holes, tunnels and trenches. In most
cases the only living things they would see during tours of duty in the front line were
scavenging rats, mice and lice. James McConnell was a pilot who had volunteered to
fight in the war. He recorded a vivid description of the destroyed landscape below him
as he flew over the 1916 battlefield of Verdun. He described the front line as a “brown
belt, a strip of murdered Nature”…
“Immediately east and north of Verdun there lies a broad, brown band ... Peaceful
fields and farms and villages adorned that landscape a few months ago - when there
was no Battle of Verdun. Now there is only that sinister brown belt, a strip of
murdered Nature. it seems to belong to another world. Every sign of humanity has
been swept away. The woods and roads have vanished like chalk wiped from a
blackboard; of the villages nothing remains but gray smears where stone walls have
tumbled together... On the brown band the indentations are so closely interlocked that
they blend into a confused mass of troubled earth.
But against all odds, it would seem like a miracle happened……there were signs of new
life. Against all odds, new life sprung…hope was restored in the sprouting of a poppy.
The field poppy is an annual plant which flowers each year between about May and
August. Its seeds are disseminated on the wind and can lie dormant in the ground for a
long time. If the ground is disturbed from the early spring the seeds will germinate
and the poppy flowers will grow. This is what happened in parts of the front lines in
Belgium and France. Once the ground was disturbed by the fighting, the poppy seeds
lying in the ground began to germinate and grow during the warm weather in the spring
and summer months of 1915 to 1918. The field poppy was also blooming in parts of the
Turkish battlefields on the Gallipoli peninsular when the ANZAC and British Forces
arrived at the start of the campaign in April 1915. Today it is a symbol of hope.
Keep smiling
Bec

What ’s happening…..
Leadership Ministry Assembly
Friday 27 April, 2.30pm
Year 1/2 Liturgy
Thursday 4 May, 2:15pm

Labour Day
Monday 7 May
Mother’s Day Prep Assembly
Friday 11 May, 2:30pm

FROM THE OFFICE:

Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!

If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know.
MOTHERS DAY RAFFLE
Tickets books went out to each family last week. Please return any sold
tickets and money to the office. Funds raised will support our year 5/6
Canberra Camp fundraising effort. Extra ticket books can be collected from
the school office!
TUCKSHOP
Thank you to this week’s Tuckshop volunteers Nicole Slattery, Sarah Webster and Lisa Baker. Your
help is appreciated!

BOOKCLUB
Issue 3 of bookclub is due tomorrow Friday 27th! Please return any orders together with payment to
the school office. Remember our school receives 20% of all orders to spend on books!
ICAS TESTS
Information and registration forms for these optional assessments will go home today. Students from
Years 2-6 (and up to Year 12) are eligible to enter. If your child is interested, please complete the
registration/order form and return together with payment by TOMORROW Friday 27th April.
BSC BYO LAPTOP
BSC is running community information sessions for future students, parents and carers.
When: 2-3 PM (first session) and 6-7 PM (repeat session) on Thursday 3/5 (Week 3)
Where: Burnett State College common room (in admin building)
What: Information on the Bring Your Own Laptop scheme (first half hour) and changes to Y11 and 12 assessment
(second half hour)
Who: All families of St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School are welcome

MOTHERS DAY GIFT STALL
Year 5/6 will be running their popular Mothers Day gift
stall starting from from Friday the 4th May. The stall will
be on the Year 5/6 verandah in the morning before school
and after school. Items will be priced from
approximately $3 - $6.
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:
Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 2, 2018 at the Gayndah Tennis complex,
Barrow Street, for players, to come and join Tennis Australia's National program,
conducted by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots
of fun & games to suit all levels. Cardio Tennis from 6:20pm - 7:30pm also available!
Registration is essential. Phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753
GAYNDAH GIRL GUIDES
Girls Guides of Australia, is community based and meets outside school
hours. The program encourages a girl to develop herself in areas of Physical
development, practical skills and relationships with people though the
Guide Promise and Law, outdoors, service, Guiding Traditions and
leadership. Come and try out Guides for a couple of weeks free. Guides
meet on Wed from 3.45 to 5.15pm at guide Hut on the hill in Fielding St.
For further information contact Irene 0409227355.
NETBALL UMPIRES CLINIC
Umpires clinic will be held in Gayndah 29th April 2018 from 09.30 to 1pm at the
Gayndah Sportsground, Spencer Street Gayndah. Contact Chris Duncan 0419 518 423
This is for all umpires wanting to update on rules, for those interested in umpiring and
those who are beginners. Also for coaches. Senior teams should supply 2 umpires for the
clinic. Bonus points are awarded to teams which do and these are added to
competition point tally.
This will be a rules day, update and practical application run by Lyn Newport from
Bundaberg. Please bring along a whistle and snacks to keep you going!

