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Acting Principal’s Letter to Parents
If you're into sports, I am sure you've seen it happen. You've probably even experienced it: Football players shaking
hands after two halves of knocking each other around. Tennis players leaping over the net to shake hands with their
opponents after a hard-fought match. Soccer players exchanging jerseys after an intense 90 minutes during the
World Cup. It's all part of sportsmanship, a great tradition in sports and competition that means playing clean and
handling both victory and defeat with grace, style, and dignity. Our Yr. 5/6 leaders were the epitome of
sportsmanship on Monday at the 800m event. We were proud, as staff and parents, to see our students display acts
of sportsmanship. From a pat on the back at the end of the race to a group of students running beside and cheering
on youngers students, encouraging them to the finish line…our hearts were full with pride. Congratulations to our
senior students for teaching us a lesson in sportsmanship and reminding us what our Athletics Day is all about.
STAYING WARM AND HEALTHY
As the cold weather starts to set in, schools can often become hot beds for illness. As a school
community we will be looking to ramp up our education, cleaning and prevention measures to
ensure that we can support the students to remain fit and healthy and avoid time away from
school. Too many of our students are coming to school without jumpers, tracksuit pants etc. It
is vital that our students are staying warm. Whether they feel the cold or not, 9 times our 10
our students are arriving at school wishing they threw their jumper in their bag. Please
encourage them to wear a jumper or at least bring one to school on these cold winter days. The information below
would come as no surprise to parents, however it would be greatly appreciated if you could take 5min to share it with
your children so as to ensure they are keeping in mind how best to stay healthy regardless of age.
How does the flu spread?
Flu viruses are thought to spread mainly from person to person through droplets made when people with flu cough,
sneeze, or talk. Flu viruses also may spread when people touch something with flu virus on it and then touch their
mouth, eyes, or nose. Many other viruses spread these ways too. People infected with flu may be able to infect
others beginning 1 day before symptoms develop and up to 5-7 days after becoming sick. That means you may be
able to spread the flu to someone else before you know you are sick as well as while you are sick. It is vital that even
if you don’t feel sick you apply the preventative measures named below.
What are everyday preventive actions?
Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze. Throw the tissue in the bin
after you use it.
Wash your hands often with soap and water. If soap and water are not available, use a
sanitised hand rub.

Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth. Germs spread this way.

If you or your child gets sick with flu-like illness, it is recommended that you (or your
child) stay home for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone except to get medical care

While sick, limit contact with others as much as possible to keep from infecting them.

Clean and disinfect surfaces and objects that may be contaminated with germs like the flu.
If parents are unsure regarding school attendance, please check with your classroom teacher or a member of the
leadership team.

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL – IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Firstly, I wish to thank the parent volunteers who assisted at the 800m event on Monday.
Our Athletics Day schedule for Thursday and Friday has been given out via class buckets, however due
to unforeseen circumstances there has been a last minute change to the Thursday timetable. Students
(9-12yrs) will compete in Discus and 400m event this Thursday. The 200m event will now take
place next Wednesday. Students will walk to the local footy fields this Thursday. We will begin the
400m with 12yrs. Once students complete the 400m, they will move to the discus event to complete.
Once students have completed both events, they will walk back to school with their class teacher.
Please understand that some factors are out of our control and your support with this is very much
appreciated. Announcements of Age Champions will now take place next Friday (2:15pm) at Assembly.

A few final reminders are below for our Athletics Day:
• Tuckshop will be available on the day.
• Students must stay with their class leader (staff member) at all times, unless students are using toilet facilities.
• Students may wear only their house colours or school sport’s uniform to school in appropriate attire for participation.
• Any student departing before 3pm is to follow the normal process i.e. permission from their supervising teacher and go via Jody and
Helen, at the recording tent, to be signed out.
• The office will be closed on Friday. If you need to sign out a child or have a general inquiry, please see Jody or Helen at the
recorder’s tent
• Students must ask for permission from their teacher to go to the toilet and will be asked to go with a buddy
• As students will be constantly on the move during the carnival, shade will be limited and you must have a hat and sunscreen. Extra
sunscreen can be found at the house tents.
• This is a school carnival and as such we encourage our students to participate and enjoy the day.
We look forward to seeing you all there!

CONFIRMATION MASS
The celebration of the Sacrament; Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation have always been a major highlight in each families’ path
of nurturing their child’s faith and participation in the Catholic Church. Yet, what must not be forgotten is the core component, the
Mass, as it is within this celebration that our Sacraments are generally received and acknowledged by the wider parish community. It
generates for many parents and older siblings; happy memories of the major steps they took in their faith formation.
We have three students, Isabella Roth, Angus Parr and Ella Smith who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation this Saturday
evening at 6pm. Confirmation is the sacrament whereby the child ‘confirms’ the faith professed and the promises made at their
baptism when they were an infant. We will celebrate this milestone of these students with Mass this Saturday evening at 6pm. We
wish to extend the welcome to our school community to join us for this special occasion and wish the students our blessing at this
special time. We are also blessed to have our school choir to lead the congregation for this special Mass.

CHOIR
This Saturday, 23 June our choir will perform at the Confirmation Mass. This special invitation was extended to our choir from Fr
Biju and the St Joseph’s Parish. They have been so impressed with the students, that they extended this special invitation. This is a
very special time in our church and a huge honour for our choir to be invited to lead our congregation.
Our choir will also perform at our end of term Mass on Wednesday 24 June at 9am. Our choir students have been spending many
hours rehearsing and are excited to share with you a snippet of what they are currently learning. A BIG thank you to Mrs Bryant for
leading our choir and giving up your own time to rehearse with the students. If students would like to join choir, they are most
welcome and can express their interest with Miss O’Connor or Mrs Bryant.
PRAYERS
There are many families that need our prayers of late. In particular, we pray for Lisa and Don Brunjes. Don has been in hospital for
the last couple of weeks fighting a serious infection. We also keep Heidi Pringle and family in our prayers.
Please stay healthy and warm during these winter months.

Keep smiling
Bec

Week 9

Zoe Hoskinson, Blake Harris,
Georgia Chambers, Daelen
Maddern, Layla Roth,
Hudson Thompson,
Jayce Harris, Rosie Halt

Sports Fun!

Brisbane Lions visit
Yr. 3 Railway excursion

Parent Consultation Survey
As a part of the Principal Appointment process, Brisbane Catholic Education encourages
parents to take part in a Parent consultation.
This survey will allow parents to give feedback on the following topics –
What is going well at St Joseph's Primary Gayndah that you would like to see continue?
What changes would you like to recommend to the new Principal?
What are some of the important qualities that you think a Principal should have?
Parents are encouraged to participate, please follow the link in the online newsletter
Gayndah Principal Survey This link will be open to receive responses until June 22, 2018.
The link will also be available on the school P & F Facebook page.

What ’s happening…..
Thursday 21 June
400m and Discus Event: 9-12pm
Prep Liturgy: 2:30-3pm

Friday 22 June
Athletics Day: All day event

Saturday 23 June
Confirmation Mass: 6pm
Wednesday 24 June
Whole School Mass: 9am (choir to perform)
200m race 9-12 yrs.

Friday 29 June
Yr. 1/2 Assembly: 2:15pm
(Age Champion Announcements)
Last day of term

FROM THE OFFICE:

Don’t forget to ‘follow’ our St. Joseph’s P & F Facebook page!

If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know.

TUCKSHOP - SPORTS DAY
Tuckshop this week is on our Sports Day Friday 22nd June.
To ensure the canteen runs successfully, parent help is required. If you are able to help, please contact
Sarah Webster or the school office.
LIBRARY NEWS
We are coming to the conclusion of a very busy Term. I can’t believe that the year is almost half over!
I would like to let you know that I will be taking Long Service to travel to the UK and will be flying
out this Saturday and arriving back on the 21st of July. I will therefore not be here for Library
Lessons next week, or the first week of Term 3. Students will still be able to borrow on library days
but there will be no library lessons.
I wish you all a safe, happy and restful holiday and I will see you all in
Week 2 of Term 3.
Kind Regards,
Mrs Suze McGregor
LOST PROPERTY
A pair of sunglasses has been found at school. If you think these might be yours, please contact the
office. AlsoWith the cooler weather in mind, a reminder to families to name all items of clothing and
check that your child is bringing home the right clothing with the right name on it. If they accidently
take the wrong item home please return to the school the next day.
BREAKY CLUB
Breaky Club are seeking donations of items including: juice concentrate, milo, jam, peanut butter and
other spreads (not vegemite) margarine and Nutlex. Thank you for your support!

South Burnett

Equestrian Competition
9-00 am Tuesday 24th July 2018
Kingaroy Showgrounds
Open to all students of South Burnett Schools

Nominations close Tuesday 17th July 2018
(but nominations by end of June much appreciated)

Please contact the school office for entry forms or more information!
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

NDIS-PLANNING WORKSHOPS
Gayndah Shire Hall - 32-34 Capper St
Thursday 21 June 10:00am-12:00pm
The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) will present these workshops to help
people prepare for their first planning conversation and to explore
what is included in the participant’s NDIS plan. Experienced
planners will be available to assist you, and answer any questions
you may have. Come along and learn what is involved in a first
planning conversation and how you can best prepare. Contact
Registration - Click these links Monto, Eidsvold, Mundubbera, Gayndah or Biggenden
or visit the Queensland Events page to register. Alternatively, email
engagement.qldcentral@ndis.gov.au noting numbers of attendance and any accessibility
requirements. Children under adult supervision are welcome.

