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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear parents, staff and students,

WELCOME BACK TO TERM 3!
The point of travelling is not to arrive but to return home laden with pollen you shall work up into
honey the mind feeds on. (R. S. Thomas, “Somewhere”)
After travelling through our amazing country for a month, I certainly have plenty of
pollen to work up into honey. Our country certainly has ‘boundless plains to share’
and I feel privileged to have journeyed through so many different landscapes. This
picture is of Rawnsley Bluff in the magnificent Flinders Ranges.
It was hard not to feel a kinship with the earth. In Kevin Treston’s words, “The
sheer diversity of life in creation is staggering and invites us into a temple of
natural wonder”.
Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si (2015), calls on every person to care for our common home in the face
of global environmental degradation. As Catholic Schools, we must ask ourselves “What kind of world do
we want to leave to those who come after is, to children who are now growing up?” (Laudato Si, 160). Our
environment is sacred- nurturing it nourishes our Catholic identity. In BCE, we are called to care for our
common home so much that we create a place so intentional it is sacramental- i.e. it affects change.
(www.bne.catholic.edu.au)
One of the changes we are making at St. Joseph’s is an effort to reduce the use of paper within the
school community. To this end, this will be the last printed newsletter. From next week, the
newsletter will be emailed to all parents and a link sent out on the school’s Facebook page. Some
paper copies will be held at the Office and, if you need a paper copy, please contact the Office. I
urge you to ensure you contact details are up to date and correct.
My sincere thanks to Miss O’Connor for her leadership of the school community whilst I was on leave.
LEARNING & TEACHING AT ST. JOSEPH’S
This term, teachers will continue to participate in regular, ongoing professional learning. We welcome
Mrs Martha Toms each Tuesday to St. Joseph’s. Some classes will be combined on Tuesdays, for
example, Prep & Year 1/2, to enable teachers to collaborate with each other, with Miss O’Connor and
myself and alongside Education Officers from Brisbane Catholic Education. If you have any questions
regarding the professional learning, please contact Miss O’Connor or me.

PREP 2019 ENROLMENTS
Prep Enrolments for 2019 are currently being accepted. An interview will be scheduled after parents
have submitted the enrolment application. Families who have a child due to commence Prep in 2019,
need to submit enrolment applications to ensure a placement for your child. Information regarding
our Pre-Prep program will be sent home soon.
CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK will be celebrated across Queensland from 29 July – 4 August this
year. This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the
great things that take place in Catholic schools every day. Our school is planning a number of
activities during the week and we hope you are able to join in the celebrations with us.

Important information from Brisbane Catholic Education
To ensure our community of schools are as safe as possible, Brisbane Catholic Education (BCE)
schools and offices will conduct a ‘’mock” critical incident exercise on Wednesday 1 August.
What will occur?
This “mock” exercise is being coordinated by our crisis management consultants in liaison with
Queensland Police and other emergency services. The details are kept under-wraps, known only to a
small number of organisers.
Who will be involved?
Principals of the schools directly involved in the exercise have been advised. The exercise will also
involve many people from various areas of BCE.
St. Joseph’s school is not directly involved.
What you may hear.
While we will do our best to inform the community before, during and after that this is a “mock”
exercise, it may be viewed by some as an actual event.
Please do not be alarmed if you hear reports of an incident on that day involving Catholic schools.

Wishing you every blessing

TERESE

for this week

WELCOME BACK!
Welcome back to Term 3! I hope everyone enjoyed a break from the usual routine and
managed some family time to re-charge the batteries for our very busy term ahead. A
special welcome back to Mrs Shepherd! We have enjoyed hearing the many stories from
her trip out west and are very thankful that she arrived back safe and sound.
RELIGIOUS LIFE OF THE SCHOOL-TERM AHEAD
I have attached a brief summary of when our classes will be hosting assemblies, masses
and visiting Gunther Village. Please be aware that these dates may change, however it
should give you a brief overview of what is happening in the religious life of the school
this term.

Mass/Liturgy

Friday Assembly
(2.30pm)

Thursday
Gunther Visit
(9.30am)

Week 1

No Assembly – District Athletics

Week 2

Year 6
Ministry Handover

Prep

Year 4

Year 5/6

Year 3

Week 3

Catholic Education
Week Mass
(Tuesday, 9am)

Week 4

Week 5

Year 3 Liturgy
(Thursday, 2:30pm)

Week 6

Year 5/6 Mass
(Thursday, 9am)

Prep

Week 7

Year 4 Mass
(Thursday, 9am)

Father’s Day Assembly: Year 5

Week 8

Year 1/2 Liturgy
(Thursday, 2:30pm)

Week 9

Prep Liturgy
(Thursday, 2:30pm)

Year 3

Week 10

End of Term
School Mass
(Thursday, 9am)

Year 1/2

Year 1/2

Year 4

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK
Catholic Education Week will be celebrated across Queensland from 29 July – 4 August this
year. This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight
the great things that take place in Catholic schools every day. The theme for this year’s
celebrations is: Discovering New Horizons.
Catholic Education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the
wider community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their
full potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society. During Catholic
Education Week 2018, Catholic education communities across Queensland are invited to celebrate
how they are discovering new horizons.
There are 304 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate around 147,000 students and employ
more than 19,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some
way. Our school is planning a number of activities during the week, including a whole school mass
and a school trip to Childers to celebrate with St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School.

DISTRICT ATHLETICS
This Friday (20 July), the District Athletics Carnival is to be held at the local sports grounds.
Beginning at 9am, our students will participate and compete with students from Gayndah State
School. All students will walk from St Joseph’s to the grounds with their class teacher. Students
will depart St Joseph’s at 8:30am, so we would ask that students are at school by 8:20am this
Friday.
All students will compete in 60m, 80m or 100m sprint, depending on their age. After their sprint,
students in Prep to Year 3 (non-competitive) will return to school and resume classes as normal.
Most 9-12 year-old students will be at the grounds for the duration of the day. The results from
our school Athletics Carnival will determine what event your child will compete in. Please refer to
the letter sent home for further information of the events your child will participate in. Please
don’t hesitate to see us if you have any queries or concerns.
Tuckshop facilities will be available, however we also encourage students to bring a healthy
lunchbox and a drink bottle. If you can assist in the tuckshop, please notify Sarah Webster or
alternatively contact the school. We would appreciate any help! Students are expected to wear
sport’s uniform, suitable running footwear (shoes may be different from school shoes) and the
school hat. The timetable of events is below, however please keep in mind that these are
approximate times only.

We hope to see you there!

Keep smiling
Bec

DISTRICT ATHLETICS
8.45
9.00 am

Officials Meeting
200 metres
(9 years – 12 years)

9.30 am
Sprint Heats & Finals
60 metres (5 years - 7 years)
80 metres (8 - 9 years)
years)
10.30am
Round 1 Field Events
9 yrs High Jump 10 yrs Long Jump 11 yrs Shot Put
11.15am
Round 2 Field Events
12 yrs High Jump 9 yrs Long Jump 10 yrs Shot Put

100 metres (10 years – 12

12 yrs Discus

11 yrs Discus

12.00pm
Round 3 Field Events
11 yrs High Jump 12 yrs Long Jump 9 yrs Shot Put

10 yrs Discus

12.45pm
Round 4 Field Events
10 yrs High Jump 11 yrs Long Jump 12 yrs Shot Put

9 yrs Discus

1:30 pm

400m (9 years)

800m (10-12 years)

2:00 pm

Relays

2.30 pm

Presentation of Age Champions

FROM THE OFFICE:

We have a NEW school Facebook page! Search St Joseph’s Primary School Gayndah

If you would like a Direct Debit form for 2018 school fees, please let the office know.
BOOKCLUB
Issue 5 of Bookclub is included with today’s newsletter. Please return any orders together with
payment by Wednesday 1st August.
PREP ENROLMENTS OPEN
Prep enrolments are now open! If you have a student who is eligible for Prep or know other
interested families, please contact the office for an enrolment pack.
Information about the Pre-Prep Program will be available soon.

Term 2 Week 10-11
Prep - Ryland Hetherington, Isabella Ryan
1/2 - Mia Holden
Year 3 - Lawson Baker
Year 4 - Noah Coulson

and

The ENTIRE 5/6 class!

St Joseph’s Primary
School
38 Meson Street
PO Box 119
Gayndah
Queensland 4625
Phone: 07 4161 1889
Fax: 07 4161 2655
Email:
pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e
du.au
St Joseph’s Primary
Gayndah P & F

ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

JUNIOR TOUCH
Sign on Day - Wed 18th July 2018
Cost:
$30Age group: Turning 6 this year. (beginners welcome)
Time:
4 – 5pm
Where:
Gayndah Sports Grounds
Enquiries: Jane Johnson (0487672987)

