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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 2 and all that it brings!
Please keep in your prayers this week Rex, Drew, Penny and Tyrone Messer, Heidi Pringle, Lisa Brunjes,
Vicki Kirk’s mother, Karen and Hilde, Mrs Oppy’s sister. As a family, you might like to light a candle for
your prayer intentions online at:
http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/Default.aspx
October – Month of the Rosary:
October is a special month for the Rosary. The term, Rosary, comes from the association of roses with Mary.
Praying the rosary – a form of Christian meditation
It is okay to meditate on the meaning of the words of the prayers as you pray them, or even to meditate on the person
for whom you are offering the Rosary.
Offering Intentions
Practically everyone who prays the Rosary "offers" the Rosary to God and Our Lady for an intention. Some people
offer particular intentions before each decade. You can ask God to grant you a favor or heal a sick person. Intentions
are as varied as the people who pray. Ask for big and small gifts. Be bold! In this sense, the Rosary is an exchange of
gifts between friends. It is widely known that Our Lady answers seemingly impossible intentions to those who are first
beginning to pray the Rosary. This is her way of drawing you closer to Her and to Jesus. If you are praying your first
Rosary, or returning to the Rosary after years of not talking to Our Lady, ask for something big, spectacular,
"impossible." She'll often surprise you.
School Funding:
There has been considerable news coverage in recent months of legislative changes at the national level which has
resulted in a new government funding model for non-government schools. As Federal Government funding is essential
in keeping a Catholic education accessible and affordable for all families choosing a Catholic education for their
children, the changes are important to understand, particularly their impact on the St. Joseph’s community.
Put simply, under the new legislated funding arrangements, schools will receive a base amount of funding (called the
Schooling Resource Standard or SRS) which will be discounted according to the anticipated capacity of the school
community to financially contribute towards the school’s operating costs (referred to as Capacity to Contribute).
The Capacity to Contribute is based on a school’s socio-economic status (SES). The higher a school’s SES, the greater
the base amount is discounted (up to a cap of 80%). It is important to note that the CTC will be indexed in line with
increases in the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS), which is currently estimated to be 3 to 4% per year over the next
few years. As a result, it has been necessary for school communities located in most SES areas to contribute an
increased level of fees directed toward student education.
In addition to this base amount, loadings will be allocated to schools based on specific need. These loadings will not be
discounted and are allocated over and above the base amount.

Catholic and independent education systems continue to lobby the Federal Government in relation to these changes,
particularly the use of SES data to determine the capacity to contribute, to ensure that the new model is equitable to
all.
In the meantime, the St. Joseph’s community needs to plan accordingly to meet the legislated requirements and to
continue the ongoing, strong financial management of the school. It is very important to understand that any fee
increases are not the result of financial mismanagement. St. Joseph’s has a rigorous process for financial management
which ensures appropriate use of any fees and funds received.

Please understand that St. Joseph’s will continue to plan for the future, which will include identifying cost reductions
to ensure future fee increases are manageable for all.
Please see the attached infographic and additional funding announcement from QCEC for further information.

2019 @ St. Joseph’s:
Next year, in part due to funding changes outlined above, the will be some re-structure to classes at St. Joseph’s.
After consultation with staff, 2019 class grouping will be:
Prep/Year 1
Year 2/3
Year 4/5
Year 6
As mentioned last week, staffing is yet to be finalised and will be announced later this term.

Congratulations and Good luck!
St. Joseph’s wishes all the best to Shelby Rowles, Abby Driver and Sienna
Slattery as they head to Cairns to compete for Wide Bay District in the
Queensland State Athletics Carnival this weekend. Abby is competing in
800m and other running events. Shelby is competing in long jump, discus and
shot put and Sienna is competing in discus. Run, jump and throw your best
girls!

Also congratulations to Shelby for making it to the next round in the
Write-along 2018 Schools Poetry & Short Story Competition. Good luck for the next round!

Pupil Free Day – Monday 22 October:
A reminder to have in your calendars Pupil Free Day on Mon 22 Oct. Staff will engage in professional conversations
to develop consistency across schools in assessing student learning against the curriculum.

School Fees:
Fees will be sent home soon. We ask that fees are finalised by Week 8 of this term where possible. Please see Helen
Smith, Finance Secretary, as soon as possible if you are experiencing difficulty with payment.

Terese

October – Mission Month
Due to the rain last week, our Mission Mosh Disco was rescheduled to this Friday night, beginning
at 5:30pm and concluding at 7:00pm. The cost is $2 per child, to be donated to the Catholic
Missions. Students are also welcome to purchase glow sticks at the door for a small fee, and all
money raised will be donated to the Catholic Missions. We look forward to seeing the children there,
with their dancing shoes on!
Socktober is another Catholic Mission initiative which St Joseph’s can fundraise and engage in
advocacy and formation activities for Catholic Mission during World Mission Month in October. The
‘Sock it to Something’ concept is an Australian expression that means to fight, punch or strike out
at. For example, each year Socktober will sock it to social issues such as poverty, child labour, child
trafficking and homelessness. We want you to help us fight, punch or strike out at social issues, but
we also need your practical support. This year we will be holding a Crazy Sock Day this Friday 19
October and encourage all students to wear crazy socks. Students are asked to donate a gold coin to
participate.

Remarkable Moments Day & St Joseph’s…You’ve Got Talent
Part of the BCE Excellent Learning and Teaching Strategy, Remarkable Moments Day was
inaugurated in 2017 as a way of acknowledging the collaborative efforts of students, teachers and
school and system leaders to grow the engagement, progress, achievement and wellbeing of our
72 000 learners. Again this year, system leaders will visit every school to thank students and staff
for their work and hear the stories of remarkable learning growth being achieved across the system.
This day is to be celebrated on Friday 9 November. On this day, we will celebrate the many
achievements of our learners in 2019. To finish the day, we will be hosting St Joseph’s…You’ve Got
Talent as a way of celebrating the many gifts and talents of our students. Our students have been
busy rehearsing and will be auditioning later in the week. More information will be made available as
it draws closer.

CTJ Day – Pupil Free Day
While our students will be enjoying a student free day this coming Monday, our
teaching staff will be collaborating with teachers from Good Shepherd Catholic
Primary School, Springfield at the Consistency of Teacher Judgement Day (CTJ). The
focus of our attention will be on the consistency of teacher judgement in the areas of
English and RE. Our teachers share planning, units of work, student work samples and
assessment tools to ensure that we are consistent in our approach to curriculum
planning and standards. I’m sure our students will enjoy the day off!

Swimming
Swimming is back in Term 4. In weeks Prep to 6 students will be swimming on Tuesdays
and Thursdays. Children must have a towel and togs, swimming cap and a sun shirt/
rashie for use during the lessons. All children must wear sunscreen and a sun shirt for
swimming lessons. We live in a sun burnt country and protection against sun damage is
especially important.
Our Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday, 28 November and will take a
slightly different format this year. Students in the competitive age group (9-12yrs)
will compete from 9-12:30pm. Students in Prep to Yr 3 will arrive later and participate
in an Aquatic Participation Fun Afternoon from 12:30-2:30pm. This afternoon is about
our students in these year levels enjoying water activities in a safe environment to gain
aquatic skills and confidence. Some competitive events will be on offer for confident
swimmers. Our 6 leaders will stay behind to assist.
For further information, please see the timetable that was sent home today. Extra
copies can be obtained from the office.

Keep smiling,
Bec

What ’s happening…..
Mission Mosh Disco
Friday 19 October, 5:30-7pm
Crazy Sock Day/Yr 4 Assembly
Friday 19 October
Pupil Free Day
Monday 22 October
World Teacher’s Day Liturgy
Friday 26 October, 9am

Year 5/ 6
Gardening
Project

2019 ENROLMENTS
Enrolments for 2019 are open!
Please return enrolment information
as soon as possible.
If you have a sibling or a friend or family member
interested in joining the St Joey’s family, please drop
into the office for an enrolment pack!

LOST PROPERTY
There are currently a number of items in the lost property box, currently located outside the office
also. Please check to see if any of these belong to your student
SCHOOL APP AND PARENT PORTAL
Don’t’ forget to download the free BCE CONNECT app onto your smart phone
or device! Using the app makes it easy to access the Parent Portal, advise of absences,
newsletters and more! Information regarding accessing the Parent Portal and BCE
CONNECT app has been sent home but please feel free to contact the school office for more
information !
BOOKCLUB
Please return any orders from Issue 7 together with payment by this Friday 19th October.

ST JOSEPH’S FETE 2018

30TH NOVEMBER
Please contact the school office if you are able to help. Thank you!

St Joseph’s Primary
School
38 Meson Street
PO Box 119
Gayndah
Queensland 4625
Phone: 07 4161 1889
Fax: 07 4161 2655
Email:

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:
Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon for Term 4, 2018
commencing 19th October 2018 for (6) weeks only, at
the Gayndah Tennis complex, Barrow Street, for players to
come and join Tennis Australia's National program, conducted
by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots of fun &
games to suit all levels. Also, Cardio Tennis from 6.30pm to 7.30pm. Registration is
Essential for "Learn n Play" for students. Cardio for Adults Registration please.
Please phone Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e
du.au
St Joseph’s Primary
Gayndah P & F

ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

SWIMMING CLUB SIGN ON
Club sign on and trial swims this Thursday 18th October.

$2 fee per family per club night

Register membership online through your MyLane account or ask us on the night!
(New members only come and try for 2 weeks)

Dinner available $2 sausage on bread.
Follow our facebook page for more updates Gayndah Swimming Club Inc.

