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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 4 and all that it brings!

Please keep in your prayers this week Rex, Drew, Penny and Tyrone Messer, Heidi Pringle, Lisa Brunjes, Vicki
Kirk’s mother, Karen, and Hilde, Mrs Oppy’s sister. As a family, you might like to light a candle for your prayer
intentions online at:
http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/Default.aspx
This Thursday and Friday are the feasts of All Saints and All Souls and November is the month we remember all those
who have departed.
In many different traditions, lighting candles is a sacred action. In the Catholic Christian tradition, lighting a candle is
an old ritual of prayer used individually and together; found in cathedrals, homes and roadside shrines; lit in gratitude
or in need. It is a sign of God’s presence and the light of Christ.
Fire is itself one of the earliest and richest images associated with the heart of God, and this image echoes especially
through all the writings of the Christian mystics. Among early Christians, the bringing of light was symbolic of the
presence of Jesus, and this ritual now claims a central significance in the lighting of the ‘great candle’ or paschal
candle at Easter eve. We continue this tradition in our faith practices celebrating the light of
Christ among us into eternity.
Today as we pray we light candles for each of our prayer intentions, as a symbols of Christ’s presence, comfort and
reassurance, and as a sign of our community gathered here; and gathered too across generations and held within the
unseen presence of the great communion of saints.
The lit candle is not a substitute for the prayers of our hearts, but an accompaniment.
When we light our candle in prayer, we light it for our prayerful intention recalling the light Christ
promises to shine into our lives, and the powerful love of God which is always, always, present.
When we go, leaving the burning candle behind, we are reminded that our prayers never leave the
presence of God. While we and our thoughts may move on, our moment with God, like our candle,
remains burning bright.
Burdens Give Us Wings.
An old legend relates that long ago God had a great many burdens which He wished to have carried from one place to
another on earth, so He asked the animals to lend a hand. But all of them began to make excuses for not helping: the
elephant was too dignified; the lion, too proud; and so on.

Finally, the birds came to God and said, "If you will tie the burdens into small bundles, we'll be
glad to carry them for you. We are small but we would like to help." So God fastened upon the
back of each one a small bundle, and they all set out walking across the plain to their
destination. They sang as they went, and did not seem to feel the weight of their burdens at
all. Every day the burdens seemed lighter and lighter, until the loads seem to be lifting the
birds, instead of the birds carrying the burdens. When they arrived at their destination, they
discovered that when they removed their loads, there were wings in their place, wings which
enabled them to fly to the sky and the tree tops.
They had learned how to carry their burdens, and their loads had become wings to carry them nearer to God.
Burdens we carry for others may become wings of the spirit, to lift us into happiness such as we have never known.
November is a time when we can carry the burden of others. Please remember to pray for our loved ones and
friends during the month of November. Even though they live in the presence of God, they can continue to love us
and intercede with God on our account. Please remember your loved ones at Mass throughout the month of
November.
KINDY VISIT
On Tuesday learners from Kindy visited us at St. Joseph’s. They spent time in the Prep classroom, listening to a story
and engaging in activities. They then had wonderful time learning through play and developing their language skills.
Our current Prep learners enjoyed begin the ‘big kids’ and beginning to teach next year’s Prep cohort, how we do
school here at St. Joseph’s.

SWIMMING PROGRAM:
Swimming will commence next Tuesday 6 November (Week 5) and is part of the Physical Education Lesson. As such
it is treated the same as our onsite lessons, with the exception that it is held at a swimming pool. Please remember
that permission forms (sent home today) must be returned by Monday 5 November.
CONGRATULATIONS:
Congratulations to Zoe Hoskinson for being announced Overall Champion at the Zone 16
event on the weekend. Well done to Maddy Barbeler also for competing in her events.

PARISH FETE:
Preparations have begun for the fete on Friday 30 November. There is a meeting this afternoon at 5pm in the staff
room. If you are interested and able to support planning in any way, please come along. Your assistance is greatly
appreciated.
SCHOOL CENTENARY:
St. Joseph’s proudly celebrates a centenary of Catholic education in Gayndah in 2019. Our theme is: Growing the

minds, hearts and spirits of learners for 100 years.

There will be many opportunities to celebrate throughout the year. If you have any ideas, please come along to the
next planning meeting on Monday 5 Nov at 5pm.

WORKING BEE:
This Saturday, 3 Nov, we will be having a working bee to ensure the grounds are ready for the upcoming fete and end
of year celebrations. Please come along, even if you have only an hour to spare. Many hands make light work.

Terese

Grandparents Day
Grandparents play such an important role in forming who we are – either directly or indirectly. And
their stories and our memories of them need to be shared and celebrated - as we will do later this
week at assembly.
Throughout history grandparents have always been special. Tradition tells us that Jesus’
grandparents were St. Joachim and St. Anne. We have no historical evidence of them but the stories
about Mary's father and mother come to us through legend and tradition. These stories tell us that
after years of childlessness, an angel appeared to tell Anne and Joachim that they would have a
child. Anne promised to dedicate this child to God. Whatever their names or the facts of their lives,
the truth is that it was the parents of Mary who nurtured Mary, taught her, brought her up to be a
worthy mother for Jesus, and taught her everything she would need to be a good mother.
This Friday we celebrate and honour our grandparents. Our grandparents are invited to an afternoon
tea at 1:45pm at the Tuckshop. Following afternoon tea, we would invite our grandparents to visit
classrooms before moving off to a special Grandparent’s Day Assembly. We hope to see you there!

Remembrance Day
Nearly one hundred years ago on 11 November 1918, four years of brutal conflict
came to an end. Almost 62,000 Australians died fighting for our freedom and in
service of our nation. To commemorate the centenary of the Armistice that
ended the First World War, we will be hosting a liturgy on Friday 9 November
at 9am in the church. Our students are currently preparing pieces of art and
writing to enter into a local competition, organised by our local RSL and Sue Capewell. There will be
an opportunity to view our student’s work at the Town Hall. Further information will be made
available soon. As well as this, an exhibition by Ross Driver, “The Road To Victory” will be available
for viewing in the Art Gallery next week.

Swimming
Swimming kicks off next week. From Week 5 to 7, Prep to 6 students will be swimming on Tuesday
and Thursday. Children must have a towel, swimming cap and a sun shirt/rashie for use during the
lessons. All children must wear sunscreen and a sun shirt for swimming lessons. We live in a sun burnt
country and protection against sun damage is especially important. Please note that parents are not
able to stay for these lessons. We assure you there will be the highest level of supervision and there
will be enough staff on site for the duration of the lesson, ensuring they are safe whilst the
instructors are with the students.

Our Swimming Carnival will be held on Wednesday, 28 November and will take a
slightly different format this year. Students in the competitive age group (9-12yrs)
will compete from 9-12:30pm. Students in Prep to Yr 3 will arrive later and participate
in an Aquatic Participation Fun Afternoon from 12:30-2:30pm. This afternoon is about
our students in these year levels enjoying water activities in a safe environment to gain
aquatic skills and confidence. Some competitive events will be on offer for confident
swimmers. Our 6 leaders will stay behind to assist.
For further information, please see the timetable that was sent home. Extra copies can
be obtained from the office.
Remarkable Moments Day & St Joseph’s…You’ve Got Talent

Part of the BCE Excellent Learning and Teaching Strategy, Remarkable Moments Day
was inaugurated in 2017 as a way of acknowledging the collaborative efforts of
students, teachers and school and system leaders to grow the engagement, progress,
achievement and wellbeing of our 72 000 learners. Again this year, system leaders will
visit every school to thank students and staff for their work and hear the stories of
remarkable learning growth being achieved across the system. This day is to be
celebrated on Friday 9 November. On this day, we will celebrate the many
achievements of our learners in 2018.
To finish the day, we will be hosting St Joseph’s…You’ve Got Talent as a way of
celebrating the many gifts and talents of our students. Our students have been busy
rehearsing and will be auditioning later in the week. More information will be made
available as it draws closer.
Have a wonderful week!
Keep smiling
Bec

What ’s happening…..
Yr 3 Grandparent’s Day Assembly
Friday 2 November, 2:30pm
(Afternoon Tea at 1:45pm)
Swimming Lessons Begin
Tuesday 6 November
Remembrance Day Liturgy
Friday 9 November, 9am
Talent Show
Friday 9 November, 12.30pm

Week 2
Congratulations to Indianna
Hitchcock from
week 2 also
receiving a student of the
week award!

SCHOOL APP AND PARENT PORTAL
Don’t’ forget to download the free BCE CONNECT app onto your smart phone
or device! Using the app makes it easy to access

the Parent Portal,

advise of absences,

newsletters

DID YOU KNOW???
Class blogs (also known as class newsletters) can be found on the Parent Portal via the
BCE Connect App! A great way to keep in the loop with class news and events!
Just log in with your normal school registered email and set up a password!

ST JOSEPH’S FETE 2018 - 30TH NOVEMBER
Tickets for the major raffle are being sent with students for each family. Please contact the office if you require
extras for other family members or friends. Donations for the multidraw raffle are always welcome! Please contact
the school office if you are able to help. Thank you.

BOOKCLUB ISSUE 8
The last Bookclub for the year and a great time to stock up for Christmas presents! Remember our school receives bookclub credits from all purchases! Payment and orders due by
Friday 16th November

2019 ENROLMENTS
Enrolments for 2019 are open!
Please return enrolment information
as soon as possible.
If you have a sibling or a friend or family member interested in
joining the St Joey’s family, please drop into the office for an
enrolment pack!
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2018
Term 1: Tuesday 23 January to Thursday 29
March (10 weeks)
Term 2: Tuesday 17 April
to Friday 29 June (11
weeks)
Term 3: Tuesday 17 July
to Friday 21 September
(10 weeks)
Term 4: Tuesday 9 October to Friday 7 December
(9 weeks)

“In All Things
Glorify God”

ANGLICAN MONSTER GARAGE SALE
Saturday 10th November
Outside selling begins - 8:00am
Inside Hall opens - 8:30am
Collectables - Household goods - Toys - Jewellery - Furniture - Clothes - Lamps
- Bed linen - Room full of books!
Plus: A genuine Tex Morton Guitar in case. Very early 1950’s ready to play. $200 (offers
considered if not sold on the day).
Be there early to catch the bargains!
GAYNDAH HOSPITAL AUXILARY CENT SALE
Where: Gayndah Bowls Club
When:
Saturday 10th November
Time:
Door open 12:30pm, start 1:30pm
Raffle:
$1.00 per ticket
Entry:
$5.00 includes afternoon tea
Plus Lucky Door Prize
Enquries: Phone 0438612453, 0429875363, 0419671206
GAYNDAH ART GALLERY - Road to Victory"by Ross Driver Art opening.
Capturing many scenes of war time images showing the true rawness of battle and the
contribution of the nursing staff to the war.
Wine and Cheese Evening 9th November 7pm - $10 entry (includes nibbles).
GAYNDAH MEAT HALL Join us for a sausage sizzle this Saturday 3rd
November to celebrate our first birthday! All we ask
is a donation towards supporting a local family in need.
Help us help them!

