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Principal’s Letter to Parents

St. Joseph's Parish Sends Its Thanks!
Firstly can I say, that it never ceases to amaze me at how wonderful our community truly is. When called upon to support a
fundraising endeavour for the Centenary of our Church and its various maintenance projects, our school community has
truly shone with generosity! I was genuinely touched by the gesture of the school to host a walk-a-thon, as a means of
sharing this joyful occasion with our community, and spreading the welcome to all; but also as a way of supporting the
Church, which has stood for 100 years only because of the generosity of such people. Who would have thought that in the
end the sponsorship of our beloved students would raise over $1400! Indeed we are blessed! To all our children, sponsors,
families, parent volunteers, school staff and helpers, please accept my sincere and heartfelt gratitude for your kindness.
Thank-you!
Don't forget, that you are all most welcome to the celebration of St. Joseph's Centenary on April 18th at Midday in the
Church. Together we will join with Archbishop Mark Coleridge to commemorate this special event.
Blessings and thanks, Fr. Jason

Holy Week and Easter Celebrations
This week we begin what is known as 'Holy Week'. This is a very sacred time in the life of our Church, and one that is most
special in the year. It has begun with Passion Sunday, or 'Palm' Sunday, which remembers the triumphal entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem, riding on a donkey, hailed as king. Of course, we realise that the story does not end there, but rather
deteriorates into the brutality of Christ's torture and death. This is a time when all Christians stop in prayer and reflection as
we seek to comprehend the great love our God has for us, by dying on the cross to save us. As a parish we offer several
different ceremonies that seek to walk this journey with Christ, from the Last Supper, to his crucifixion, and beautifully
culminating in his triumphant resurrection. Below are the times for our ceremonies, both here in Gayndah and in our
neighbouring churches. You are all most welcome to join us!

Holy Thursday - April 2nd
Mass of the Lord’’s Supper:
7pm
Gayndah
Good Friday - April 3rd
Stations of the Cross:
9am
Mundubbera
9:30am
Reconciliation
10am

Eidsvold (Lay-led)

Passion of the Lord:
3pm
Gayndah
Easter Vigil - April 4th
Gayndah - Mass: 6:30pm
Easter Sunday - April 5th
Mundubbera - Mass: 8am
Eidsvold - Mass: 10am

An Easter Prayer

Of all of God's gifts
Easter shows us our fate
Forgiven we will rise
And pass through Heaven's gate
This Easter remember
The sacrifice of a Son
And through His resurrection
Eternal life we have won
This Easter I pray
That the love of God
Is resurrected
Reborn, renewed
Inside your heart
God Bless You!
~anonymous~
Holy Week
As these important events in our Church have been taking place this week, we have marked them at school each day. On Monday we celebrated
mass as a school community to prepare for our Easter journey ahead, and reflected on the story of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem on
Palm Sunday. Today we shared Jesus’ last Supper with his friends and his time alone in prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane.
We will walk Jesus’ final journey through the events of Good Friday as we share the Way of the Cross on Thursday. This will allow us to reflect on
the love with which Jesus gave himself during his life, so that all who experience pain and suffering in our world may find comfort and hope in Jesus’ resurrection.
Easter
With Easter Sunday Christ is risen! Lent is over. We rejoice in the glory of Jesus and the share he has given us in his resurrection. Easter is not
just one day. It is the whole season of 50 days which will last until Pentecost. We take even longer to celebrate Easter than we took during Lent to
prepare for it. Eastertime is about new life. We rejoice that all of us are renewed by the life of God whenever we share in the Easter sacrament of
the Eucharist.
It is in God’s word, in Communion and in each other that our eyes are opened to the wonder of God’s love. The Easter story calls us to live out Jesus’ story in our own lives, to be generous and faithful in our love. Over the Easter period I pray that you find some time to stop and rest in stillness
and reflect upon the events of this Holy time.
St Joseph’s Parish Holy Week and Easter Liturgies
All members of the school community are invited to join the Parish Community for the Holy Week and Easter Celebrations
Holy Thursday—April 2nd, Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7pm Gayndah
Good Friday—April 3rd, Passion of the Lord: 3pm Gayndah
Easter Vigil – April 4th – 6.30pm Gayndah
Fish and Chips for Caritas
A huge thank you to our school officers, office staff, parents, and Mike and Leanne from Westside for making our Fish and Chips for Caritas day a
reality. We cooked over 110 orders of Fish and Chips on the Day. Not only were the Fish and Chips delicious, they also helped raise significant
funds for Project Compassion. Although the final tally is not yet been made, we hope to send close to $700 in total off to Caritas to support their
projects. Well done to the whole St. Joseph’s Community!

What’s On………
Go Blue for Autism—Thursday April 2nd.
Palm Sunday—Sunday 29th March
Whole School Mass—9am—Monday 30th
March
Holy Week Dramatisations—Various
Times throughout next week.

Please note: Monday 20 April is a pupil free day.
School resumes on Tuesday, 21 April.

Go Blue for Autism
Tomorrow, Thursday 2 April is Blue Day for Autism.
Merchandise is on sale now at the school office.
Temporary tattoos:
Go Blue supporters badge:
Silicone skinny band:
Go Blue for Autism pen:
Large butterfly lapel pin:

$
$
$
$

.50c
2.00
2.00
3.00
5.00

Class Teacher Email Addresses
Kate Colvin:
Kathryn Lake:
Georgia Melville:
Jennell Bernie:
Sue Baker:
Inge Oppermann:

kcolvin@bne.catholic.edu.au
Kathryn.Lake@bne.catholic.edu.au
gmelville@bne.catholic.edu.au
jbernie@bne.catholic.edu.au
sbaker@bne.catholic.edu.au
ioppermann@bne.catholic.edu.au

OFFICE NEWS:
• St Mary’s Equestrian Competition 30 April. Nomination forms are available at the office.
• Students are invited to wear blue tomorrow to support Autism day.
• Our school photo day is Monday 27 April. Envelopes will be sent home shortly.
• Deadly Ears forms need to be returned by Monday 4 May.
PREP: Prep are looking for donations of “hard bodied” baby dolls (ie not dolls made of cloth, as they will be getting wet) and any
old doll furniture in good condition. If you are able to help donations can be left at the prep room or the office.
BREAKFAST CLUB: Donations of peanut butter, eggs, honey and promite would be appreciated.
P & F NEWS:
• Next meeting date is Tuesday 12 May. If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like something discussed, please email
our P & F president Laura Parr: laura@glengrove.com.au

Read All About It! - Library News
Firstly, I would like to congratulate all students who received a prize in Mr Gray’s Reading Challenge. We are very proud of you, as
you should be proud of yourselves. We all know how important it is to keep reading over the school holidays to keep up our reading
skills. The Easter, June/July and September holidays add up to 6 weeks in total and it is essential that we keep practicing our reading
during school breaks.
We have had a very busy Term in the Library:
Looking at and reading great books, and discussing authors
Reviewing: Library Borrowing and search procedures in the Oliver Library System
Completing our Reading Interest Inventories so that we can match student’s interests to books that they are borrowing.
To complement the Reading Interests Inventory we have collated, I have attached a copy of “Choose A Book They Love”, one of a
series of articles I wrote last year, for your interest. This may assist you in the vital task of finding a book or series that your child
enjoys. For new students we have also attached a handy bookmark with great tips to ensure the books chosen are appropriate. If you
have misplaced your bookmark or not received one, please let the Office know and we will organise a replacement.
We have purchased many new books that students have expressed an interest in and they are excitedly waiting for them to arrive.
Best wishes for a safe and Holy Easter Season and holidays. Happy Reading!
Mrs Madden and Mrs McGregor
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“In All Things
Glorify God”
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2015
Term One

Term Two

Wed 28 Jan—
Thurs 2 April

Tues 21 April—
Fri 26 June

Term Three

Term Four

Mon 13 July—
Fri 18 Sept

Tues 6 Oct—
Fri 4 Dec

Monday 20 April—Pupil Free Day
Monday 8 June—Public Holiday
Monday 5 Oct —Public Holiday
Monday 19 Oct—Pupil Free Day

Diary of Coming Events

Thurs 2 April
Go Blue For
Autism Day

Thurs 2 April
Last Day Term 1

Tuesday 21
April

Monday 27
April

First day Term 2

School Photos

12 May

12—14 May

P & F Meeting
7pm

Naplan

TENNIS HOT SHOTS: Do you want to become a Tennis Hot Shot? Friday afternoon at
the Gayndah Tennis complex, Barrow Street, is the place to be. Come and join the Tennis
Australia's National program conducted by Tennis Professional, Kevin Banner and the
Gayndah Tennis Association, with lots of fun & games to suit all levels. The program
commences Friday 1st May 2015. 3.30pm - 4.15pm for 5-7 years; 4pm-5pm for 7-10
years; 5-6.30pm for 9-12 years; 6.30pm- 8pm for Advanced & High
Shoolers. Registrations are essential to guarantee your spot with Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409
520 753
GLENEDEN ORGANIC FARM:
Gleneden Organic Farm has available in April our old breed, slow grown, organically fed,
free range, pastured pork and sausages or wood smoked, nitrate free ham and bacon. And
for the first time we are offering our grass fed, chemical free beef as sides of mixed
quarters. Mince and nitrate free sausages also available. Ph 0429 137 224.
Every Saturday from April to September come and see The Gleneden Bullock Team at
work at Gleneden Organic Farm. Bullock team display at 2pm, afternoon tea at 3.30 and
organic farm tour at 4pm. First display Easter Saturday. Bookings essential ph 0429 137
224.
SOUTH PACIFIC TAEKWONDO: Held at the Gayndah State Primary School every
Tuesday and Thursday 6pm. Our classes include: family classes, children classes age 5 &
up, adult classes, stranger danger and anti bullying, increase coordination and discipline,
weight loss and stress relief, build your self confidence and self control. Unlimited
training plus free uniform offer. You don’t have to be fit, flexible or have any prior
experience! South Pacific Taekwondo is suitable for anyone of any age. Reach your goals
with us! For more information contact 4724 1000 or www.southpacifictkd.com.au
KIAH PARK HORSE RIDING FOR LIFE: Horse Riding Camps for ages 6 years—
teens, all riding abilities are welcome. 7 Day riding camps. Fun horse riding camps every
school holidays. Includes arena lessons, learning how to keep and care for a horse/pony,
trial rides twice a day, gymkhana and night activities. Easter Camps: 4—11
April ...includes Easter Egg hunt! and 11-18 April. Contact 07 5486 6166 or visit
www.kiahpark.com.au
SOCCER SOCCER SOCCER: Soccer returns to Gayndah after Easter Holidays.
We are seeking interest from parents or community members experienced in coaching
Juniors. We will also be offering a free Grassroots coaching clinic in Gayndah
for interested people. Open to High School Students as well. Great Social Club, not a
huge time commitment - 1hr training per week/ 6 games for the season.
For more info contact Laine - 0428 931 151
NADINE HINCHLIFF THERAPY SERVICES: School holiday groups run by Speech
Pathologist and Occupational Therapists. Groups include: handwriting, communication,
fine and gross motor development, sensory skills, social emotional skills, and play skills.
Groups are open for children in Prep—Yr2; Yr3—Yr6; Yr7 and up. Contact 0408 369 103
for more information.

