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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Hi Everyone
With the injection of funding support from the P and F committee this term to support Science and Technology in the classroom, I
thought I would take you through some of the items that have been purchased, our intention for how they can be used and how you can
play a role in this new initiative. All our resources and subsequently the activities created are designed to stimulate critical and practical
responses to real-life problem solving. We have tailored our approach to three key areas; design and construction through robotics,
coding or directionality and drone technology.

Design and Construction Robotics
In the first round of resources the school has invested in 7 sets of Lego Design and Robotic Packs. Each tailoring
their usage for different year levels across the school. The sets are designed to be used by several students at any
one time and link directly to the curriculum. Several of the Lego resources purchased are based upon next
generation Science standards and creates the perfect environment for learning. Through the curriculum, students
are tasked with defining and designing their own solutions - building confidence every step of the way. Using the
design, building and robotic instructions we can ignite children’s desire to learn by stimulating curiosity, creativity
and critical thinking.

Coding/ Directionality
Within the area of learning technology, coding or directionality is an absolute buzz of design and
development at the moment. The term coding refers to student’s ability to program the movement of a robot
or object to complete a set task. As part of the learning process, students learn to use technology to enter
steps or directions that the object will take and use trial and error practices to determine the correct solution.
In today’s society, where there is fear of making mistakes or getting something wrong, this technology is
invaluable in encouraging students to give it a go, learn from errors and make adjustments to suit. The BeeBot Technology is ideal for the younger years and will be an absolute hit with students.

Drone Technology
Drones are more formally known as unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV). Essentially, a drone is a flying robot.
The aircraft may be remotely controlled or can fly autonomously through software-controlled flight plans in
their embedded systems working in conjunction with GPS. The purchase of a drone will work in
coordination with the school Go-Pro to enable students to not only learn how to use such technology but
coordinate footage collection to support curriculum projects, school events and film club where students
design, direct, film and edit pieces just like the one seen at the end of last term.
You will find attached to the newsletter today a letter requesting parents who may work in the fields of Science or Technology to come
in and share their experiences and understanding with our student population. Having personal ties and realistic examples of Science
and Technology from our local community is invaluable in inspiring our students to achieve their full potential with an eye to a possible
career in that area down the track. You may use your phone to control water times on an orchard, work with chemicals to prevent pests/
insects, use IT to organise your business or track cattle, the list is endless. We would welcome everyone to share their story and please
don’t feel that what you do is not suitable or significant enough to share, your words might just be the ticket to inspire the next Steve
Jobs.
Don’t forget to lock in the 31st of July for Family Fun Day.
Cheers
Ben

I would ﬁrstly like to take this opportunity to thank all families, students and staﬀ members for making me feel so
very welcomed in my ﬁrst week at St Joseph’s. Fr Jason’s homily at Mass on Sunday par"cularly resonated with
me when he spoke about Jesus Christ as the founda"on and capstone of our faith and upon this we build the
four pillars of stewardship: hospitality, prayer, forma"on and service. Members of a stewardship parish seek to
see the face of Christ in one another. A stewardship parish is a welcoming parish, regardless of the parish
demographics: large or small - urban, suburban or rural. Since my arrival in Gayndah, your generosity, kindness,
hospitality and service have been overwhelming to say the least. I look forward to mee"ng you all during my
"me at St Joseph’s.
This week a large number of Australian pilgrims including nineteen Australian bishops
will arrive in Krakow, Poland for World Youth Day. This worldwide celebra"on of Catholic
faith will see pilgrims from all over the world gathering from 25 – 31 July, with more
than 2,500 Aussie pilgrims a4ending. One of those Aussie pilgrims is our very own, Mrs
Glisson. Mrs Glisson departed last Friday night and will spend the next few weeks with
other staﬀ from Brisbane Catholic Educa"on. You can keep up to date with Mrs Glisson’s
adventures on the school Facebook site. We wish her all the very best and look forward
to hearing all the amazing stories from her pilgrimage to Poland on her return.

Next week marks a very important week in the Catholic Educa"on calendar. Catholic Educa"on Week will be
celebrated across Queensland from 25 July - 29 July this year. This annual event is held to promote the special
ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great things that take place in Catholic schools every day. To kick
start our Catholic Educa"on Week, St Joseph’s at Childers has kindly oﬀered to host and organise a day of funﬁlled ac"vi"es. Students will also have the opportunity to meet Gary Pinto and par"cipate in a concert and
liturgy. Please ensure your child’s permission slip has been completed and returned to school by this Thursday. If
you have any queries about this day, please don’t hesitate to ask your child’s
classroom teacher or myself.

Lastly, I had the pleasure to meet with our
students who will receive their
Conﬁrma"on this Sunday 24 July. They
have been busy rehearsing and
par"cipa"ng in workshops. This is a
wonderful milestone and we look forward
to celebra"ng with these students together
as a community this coming Sunday. We
encourage and welcome all families and
friends of the St Joseph community to
a4end this wonderful celebra"on. If you
would like any further informa"on on our
sacramental program, please don’t hesitate
to ask myself or Fr Jason.
Keep smiling
Bec O’Connor

Term 3 Week 1
Prep: Hunter Roberts
Y1/2: Nathan Banks
Y3: Zoe Hoskinson
Y4: Eli Roberts
Y5/6: Wyatt Martin

P & F NEWS:
•
•

Family Fun day will be Sunday, 31st July.
Tuckshop is next Thursday, 28th July. Order Forms are due Monday please!

BREAKKIE CLUB: There will be no Breakkie Club next Monday 25 July, due to the Childers excursion.
SCHOLASTIC BOOKCLUB: If you would like to place an order from Issue 5, please return the form and payment to the school
office by Wednesday 27 July. If paying by cheque, please make cheques payable to St Joseph’s School.
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“In All Things
Glorify God”
ST JOSEPH’S SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2016
Term One

ST MATTHEW’S CENT SALE: Anglican Hall, Meyer St Gayndah. This
Saturday, 23rd July. Doors open 1pm. Cent sale begins at 1.30pm. $5 entry,
includes afternoon tea and a free door ticket. There will be a raffle with great
prizes to be won.
GAYNDAH JUNIOR TOUCH:
Junior Touch Sign On
When: Wednesday July 20
Time: from 4pm-5pm
Where: Peter Dunn Oval (Gayndah Sports Grounds)
Who: Boys and girls ages 6 to 12 (this year)
Touch will continue each Wednesday from 4pm to 5pm.
Fees this year will be $30 (to be confirmed) per person.
Contact Leisa 0402 869 032 or Maria 0400 844 681

Term Two

Wed 27 Jan—
Thurs 24 March

Tues 12 April—
Fri 24 June

Term Three

Term Four

Mon 11 July—
Fri 16 Sept

Tues 4 Oct—
Fri 2 Dec

Gayndah Show Holiday - 8th August
Pupil Free day - 17th October

Diary of Coming Events
Mon 25 July
Visit to St
Joseph’s
Childers

ANGLICARE: Starting Wednesday 13th July a group aimed at meeting every
day people with every day needs. Come and learn how to deal with self-esteem,
assertiveness, communication skills and much more. Group meets at 61 Capper
St, (opposite the Post Office) and will run from 10am to 12pm every Wednesday
during the school terms. If you have any queries feel free to contact Gail on 0439
783 699.

Tues 2 Aug
ICAS English

Wed 3 Aug

Mon 8 Aug

NB Athletics

Show Holiday

Tues 9 Aug

Tues 16 Aug

P & F Meeting

NB Cricket

GAYNDAH ARTS & CULTURAL CENTRE: Did you know that the Function
Room of the Gayndah Arts & Cultural Centre is available to hire for meetings,
conferences or private functions? The room has seating for up to 80, full kitchen
facilities and audio visual equipment. Very reasonable rates. Contact St Joseph’s
School on 4161 1889 for more information.
BIEDO SOCIAL MEDIA WORKSHOP FOR BEGINNERS: Learn to use
Social Media to keep in touch with family and friends. 16 participants per
workshop—RSVP as soon as possible
Eidsvold: 26 July, 12pm-3pm, Eidsvold Town Hall
Mundubbera: 27 July, 9am - 12pm, Mundubbera Town Hall
Nanango: 23 August, 9am - 12pm, Nanango Town Hall
Murgon: 25 August, 9am - 12pm, Murgon Town Hall

