
St Joseph’s  
Primary School 

Gayndah 
 
 

Dear families, students and staff, 

 

Welcome to the 2019 school year and all that it offers. We particularly welcome our new Prep students and their 

families to St Joseph’s. There is much to celebrate this year as the school marks one hundred years of growing the 

hearts, minds and spirits of learners. 

 

The school opened on October 6, 1919 by the Sisters of the Good Samaritan and the hard working members of 

the St. Joseph’s parish community.  We continue to honour the presence of the sisters as we strive to live out the 

Benedictine charism and values of:  

 

Community    Partnership  Hospitality   

Stewardship  Peace  Balance  Compassion 

Humility  Healing  Listening 

 

These values are underpinned by The Word of God and Prayer.  

  

Our staff embody these values as they seek to teach, challenge and transform the learners placed in our care.  They 

are committed to providing quality learning experiences as they support all students to realise their 

potential. Learners are known holistically and their spiritual, physical, intellectual, emotional and social needs are 

catered for.    

 

Our staff for 2019 are: 

 

Principal – Mrs Terese Shephard 

Assistant Principal – Religious Education – Miss Bec O’Connor 

Prep/Year 1 – Mrs Suze McGregor & Mrs Jaimie Roth 

Year 2/3 – Mr Lachlan Tomkins & Mrs Lorna Doyle 

Year 4/5 – Mrs Martha Toms & Mrs Leah Lancaster 

Year 6 – Mrs Inge Oppermann/Mrs Bec Holden & Mrs Jayne Evans 

Chinese – Mrs Inge Oppermann (Wednesday) 

Library – Mrs Claire Carlaw & Mrs Karen Madden (Wednesday) 

Support Teacher – Mrs Jennell Bernie & Mrs Cindy Kemp 

ESL/Literacy Support – Mrs Bec Holden (Tues/Wed) 

Guidance Counsellor – Mr David Francis (Thursday) 

Speech Pathologist – Mrs Jennai Beckett 

School Secretary – Mrs Jody Doyle 

Finance Secretary – Mrs Helen Smith 

Instrumental Music (extra-curricular) – Mrs Jen Bryant 

 

Our year began last Wednesday with teachers participating in two days of professional learning, planning with the 

curriculum to engage and support each learner to progress and achieve.  On Friday all staff joined with staff from 

Childers, Hervey Bay and Maryborough at the Brolga Theatre in Maryborough.  We enjoyed listening to Ms Pam 

Betts our Executive Director, followed by Fr Richard Leonard.  Both spoke about challenges faced as Catholic 

educators but also facing the future with hope-filled spirits. 
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Week One 



 

It was wonderful to see families walking in yesterday with smiles on their faces. I enjoyed hearing about everyone’s 

holidays and what they were excited about. A walk through the classrooms with Miss O’Connor shortly after saw 

our students already engaged in their learning. 

 

This year the school goes 1:1 with iPads and, over the next few 

weeks, students will engage in iPad bootcamp to learn how to care 

for and respect these devices.  The iPads are a learning tool and will 

not be used all day, in fact some days may not be used at all.  I am 

grateful to our IT support, Carlos Mendoza, for setting all our new 

devices up over the holidays. 

 

A huge thank you to the families who ensured the school grounds 

were ready for yesterday. 
 

Student Protection: 

We look forward to working in partnership with you, the community of St. Joseph’s, as together we grow our 

learners.  We welcome parents as their child’s first educators, to engage in the learning journey of the 

children.  There are plenty of opportunities for parents to engage with the school and with their child’s learning.  

 

As student protection is everyone’s business, parents are required to complete Volunteer Student Protection 

training each year prior to assisting in classrooms or at any school event.  The link can be found on Brisbane 

Catholic Education’s Home page: http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-

of-Conduct-Training.aspx  

You will need to download, print and complete your registration form, which is contained within your online training. 

Return it to the school office prior to commencing. 

 

Grandparents are welcomed also. A Volunteer Blue Card is required for any person other than a child’s parent.  

 

School rankings 

You may have noticed a recent newspaper story which attempted to rank schools throughout the North 

Burnett.  Whilst it was good to see that St Joseph’s was amongst the top-rated schools (as was Gayndah State 

School), I would caution against putting too much weight on these rankings. The list was produced by a private 

organisation that has devised its own ranking and weighting system and its methodology is not clear or explained. 

The numerical scores allocated to each school are not official figures in any way. Education Queensland has labelled 

the figures as “artificial school rankings” and has questioned the validity of the “scores” and of the process that 

was used to create them. 

  

The only official publication of results by school is that provided on the MySchool website ( myschool.edu.au). This 

website does not attempt to “rank” schools, but to report the NAPLAN scores of different year levels and the 

improvement in achievement as these groups of students move through the school. Of course, the results of 

individual students and individual class levels can vary substantially from year to year and are dependent on a wide 

range of factors. These variances can be even greater in small schools such as ours.  

 

My best advice to you is to not judge schools based on scores, but to look at the individual progress made by your 

own child. Our school reports, and discussion with your child’s teacher, will tell you much more about your child’s 

progress than any artificially-created school score ever will. And as always, our teachers are very happy to engage 

with you to discuss your child’s learning progress and to work with you to ensure that your son or daughter achieves 

to the highest level of their potential. 

 

We ask God’s blessing on us all as we celebrate and journey together throughout 2019.  God of the journey, be 

among us.  We ask this confident of your faithful kindness and in the name of Christ who journeyed before us, and 

the Spirit who lights the way.  

 

In all things, glorify God 
 

Terese 

http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to all our St Joseph’s families and friends.  

 

I always enjoy the start of a new school year. It is 

wonderful to see students and staff return fresh faced 

and full of hope and energy for what lies ahead. Many of 

us resolve to be ‘better’ in some way than we were the 

year before; and this is as much the case for us as a 

Catholic school community as it is for individuals.  

 

 

 

Undoubtedly, 2019 will bring 

many opportunities for success and challenge. The 

school grounds were buzzing yesterday morning and 

the students were keen to share holiday stories and 

welcome back staff and students. We have a lot to 

celebrate in 2019, in particular our school centenary! 

 

 

In preparation for our school centenary, our Year 6 leaders of 2018 started the 

process of creating our school prayer. As part of our centenary celebrations, we 

officially launch our school prayer in 2019. This process also involved our School 

Board, staff and students. We are very proud of the final product and it is  

unique to our school.     

 

On a final note, I hope you will be able to join us for our Welcoming Liturgy and 

Year 6 Leadership Badge Ceremony next Friday (8 Feb) at 9am. All are 

welcome to attend. 

 

Keep smiling 

 

Bec  

 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date claimer: 14 & 15 Sept 2019. 

 
 

Growing the hearts, minds and spirits of learners for 100 years 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember: Update your students’ 2019 bus 

arrangements. If your child is not on the bus that day,  

please let the office know. 
 

 

 

 

FINANCE NEWS:  Term One Fee statements will be issued in Week Two.  Payment can be made by 

cash, credit card, EFTPOS, direct credit or direct debit.  If you were using direct debit last year and 

would like this arrangement to continue, please contact the office for a new direct debit form.  If you 

are experiencing difficulty paying fees, please arrange an appointment with our finance secretary 

Helen Smith or Terese to discuss payment options. 

 
 

P & F MEETING: 

Our first P & F meeting for 2019 will be held Tuesday March 12th from 7pm at the staff room.  The 

agm will be held first with a short general meeting afterwards. All Welcome! 

 

 

P & F UNIFORMS 

 

New school book/library bags now available from the school. These 

sturdy, water resistant bags are approximately A3 size and are 

available for $10.  

 

 

 

 

Offering breakfast to our learners on Mondays and Wednesdays has formed and important 

part of our community for a number of years.  With the changes to staffing in 2019, a num-

ber of our staff are now unavailable for Monday breaky club.  I am grateful to the ser-

vice they have provided to the students. Thank you. 

 

We are therefore calling on parent volunteers to keep this service going.  Parents would be 

needed from approximately 8am for around 3/4 hour. On Mondays students are given toast 

and juice.  Please advise the Office as soon as possible if you are willing and able to as-

sist.  Thank you 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwirw-Px9pbgAhXDfX0KHbHFCJ0QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoach.nine.com.au%2F2017%2F12%2F20%2F15%2F15%2Faustralian-food-icons-health-claims&psig=AOvVaw3p6hy5oxJiNn
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St Joseph’s Primary 
School 

38 Meson Street 
PO Box 119 

Gayndah 
Queensland  4625 

 

 
Phone: 07 4161 1889 

Fax: 07 4161 2655 
Email:  

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au 

Website: 
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e

du.au 
St Joseph’s Primary 

Gayndah P & F 

“In All Things 

Glorify God” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

CENTRAL BURNETT BRUMBIES  

Sign on day 7 th of Feb  4.30 pm.  

Registration is $120 and you  receive  shorts and socks with that. Registration can be 

done online at playnrl.com. We are seeking interest for coaches for under 6s/8s. All 

welcome to come along 

 

 

GAYNDAH ART GALLERY 

The Paint and Sip afternoon will be this Saturday, 2/2/19 at 2pm to 6pm and following 

that there will be the opening of the "Nature of Beauty" exhibition. All are welcome. 

Ring the Gallery if you would like to attend the afternoon festivities . Ph. 41 408 057. 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2019 

Term 1: Wednesday 30 

January to Friday 5 April 

Term 2: Tuesday 23rd 

April to Friday 28 June  

Term 3:  Tuesday 16 July 

to Friday 20 September  

Term 4: Wednesday 9 Oc-

tober to Friday 6 Decem-

ber  


