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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear Parents/Caregivers,
Welcome to Week 3 and all that it offers.
Today some of our Year 4-6 students are trialling for various sports to represent the North Burnett
District.
We are also “Showing the love for Townsville” with our gold coin collection. Tomorrow
morning, our Year 6 leaders will use the coins to make a heart shape on the basketball
court as a visible sign of our support. Thank you for your generosity.
Parent Information:
Thank you to the parents who attended our Parent Information Evening last night. The PowerPoint will
be uploaded to the Parent Portal in due course with explanatory notes. If you have any questions
about any of the information provided, please contact your child’s teacher or a member of the
Leadership Team.

Have you downloaded the BCE Connect App yet?
Quality Conversations:
In the upcoming weeks, teachers will be holding quality conversation with you about your child. These
are not academic meetings, but rather a chance for you to check in with your child’s teacher and to
share relevant information about your child as a learner at St. Joseph’s. Please keep an eye out for
the information.
School Prayer:
We are grateful to our Year 6 leaders from 2018, staff and parents who collaborated to write our
school prayer, which was launched at our Opening Liturgy last week. As you have chosen to send your
child to a Catholic school, we invite you to join in with us when we pray together.
Positive Behaviour 4 Learning:
Our GROW expectations (Gratitude, Respect, Ownership & Welcome) are
explicitly taught, modelled and practised throughout the school. Each
class unpacks the expectations at their own level of understanding.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding this or your child, please
contact your child’s teacher first, or, in their absence, me. Parents do
not have the right to speak to other children or parents regarding
behaviour of a child other than their own.

What does the 1:1 mean for St. Joseph’s Learners?

“By 2020 or sooner, it will be all about ‘just-in-time knowledge’. In a world of fast knowledge

development, none of us will have the capability to know much of anything at all. The most important
skill we will have will be the ability to go out to get the right knowledge for the right purpose at the
right time.”
Jim Carroll – Futurist, Trends & Innovation
A 1:1 environment should be the goal of every learning institution, however the iPad is not coming to
take over the classroom at St. Joseph’s, nor is it replacing quality teaching. Teachers must welcome
the device like their predecessors welcomed the chalkboard, the calculator and the CD-ROM. The
device will give our students a better opportunity to share, connect and seek out information. The
iPad will not be a distraction, but another arm of the classroom. It will not always be on display.
There will be times when the best lessons are done with the absence of technology.
Students will be taught that the iPad is an avenue for learning and
discovery, but it cannot replace their ability to think critically or
creatively, or to question and choose strategies to solve real life
problems. These are the skills that our student will need to be effective
citizens. With the iPad, they will have access to an overabundance of
information and potential answers, but it will not give them the
strategies to filter the information, solve problems and communicated
their findings. The General Capabilities of the Australian Curriculum: Critical and
Creative Thinking Capability and Information and Communication Technology Capability
demand that we give our students the skills to be critical and creative thinkers and to be
ICT competent.
Our teachers are accessing professional development on how to incorporate technology into the
classroom and how to make productive use of the selected Apps. Students will also take part in ‘boot
camps’ in the first few weeks of Term One, so that they become efficient in the use of the iPad.

Jim Carroll’s predictions about knowledge by 2020 impact us all as this is already the world we live in.
So, we can only imagine what the knowledge growth trends will be by the time our Prep students
enter the workforce!
Congratulations:
I wish to congratulate the St. Joseph's staff team for achieving our school's literacy SMART goal in
2018. The attached letter from Dr. Doug Ashleigh, Deputy Executive Director, outlines our
outstanding results last year.
Welcome BBQ:
We are looking forward to seeing as many as possible at the Welcome BBQ tomorrow from 5:30pm.
Our gratitude is extended to the P & F for their support of this event, purchasing the meat and
bread rolls. A reminder if you are coming to RSVP to the Office as soon as possible and to bring
either salad or dessert and BYO drinks.
In all things, glorify God.
Terese

Lessons from the Good Samaritan
Jesus often used an element of surprise to get his listeners’ attention. He clearly made this parable
quite memorable, and got a desired reaction from the people he was telling it to at the time. Jesus
broke conventional lines in his parables, he was deliberate in how he delivered it. Time and again a
totally unexpected turn of events startled the hearers and forced them to consider the deeper
implications of the parable . . .
The Parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the most well-known parables, although its
primary message is so clear and obvious, that we might miss one its more interesting points
that Jesus was trying to make. We learn from scripture that the Samaritans and the Jews
were enemies, their relationship so strained that is was frowned upon to associate with one or
the other. So when a Jewish person is lying dying on the road, it’s very important to the story
that while three Jewish religious leaders pass by without helping, a Samaritan man (the most
unlikely to stop) is the one who goes well out of his way to help. The clear message that I’m
sure we can get from the narrative is this: regardless of where we come from (race, religion,
culture, families, schools), we should be willing to help people in need, even if they’re different
from us.
It seems only fitting that we share the parable of the Good Samaritan in our centennial year. The
Sisters of the Good Samaritan (known affectionately as the Good Sams) were Australia’s first ‘home
grown’ order of religious women. The Sisters take their name and inspiration from the Parable of the
Good Samaritan. They share a commitment to be ‘neighbour’ to those in need. Along with Archbishop
Duhig, Mother Marcella Kenny, the Mother General of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan saw a need
here in Gayndah, almost 100 years ago. More and more “Good Sams” gradually arrived in Gayndah to
fulfil that need within this community.
Whilst we may not have any of the Good Sams within our school today, their spirit flows through this
school community. More than ever before, we have a role to play in telling their story and keeping
the “Good Samaritan” spirit alive.
As Pope Francis has said, “Like

the Good
Samaritan may we not be ashamed at touching
the wounds of those who suffer, but try to heal
Flashback Fridays
As part of our centenary celebrations, we will be
posting a photo (from the past) each Friday to our
Facebook page. Feel free to comment, like and
share as we celebrate the centenary of our school
in 2019. If you have photos, stories and/or
memorabilia please send them through. We would
love to hear from you and share your story with
our community.

Our first memory takes us back to 1969...

Save the Date:
Centenary Weekend
Celebrations 14/15
September

Curriculum News – Making Learning Visible
The most important things happening in our school are happening in the classroom. Our teachers are at the
cutting edge of finding ways to make the learning more effective for our students. At St Joseph’s we talk
about making the learning ‘visible’. When teaching and learning are ‘visible’ - that is, when it is clear what
teachers are teaching and students are learning, student achievement increases. There are a number of ways
teachers make learning visible. One way is to be explicit about the intention of the learning. You may see the
“learning intentions” displayed in your child’s classroom. When this is made explicit prior to the learning (what
are we learning today, why are we learning this), students are able to make meaning out of what they are
learning. We know learning is effective when students are able to articulate the learning intentions. We know it
is even more effective when they are able to use the language of the curriculum to do this.

A second component of highly effective learning is setting clear success criteria. Gone are the days when the
purpose of testing was to separate the successful students from the unsuccessful. In our classrooms we want
every student to be successful. Students need to know what they are required to do to show that they have
achieved the learning intention. To do this, our teachers make the ‘success criteria’ explicit. You may see
“success criteria” displayed in the room as well. “How can I be successful” is the question the student must be
able to answer to demonstrate that they have achieved the learning objective.
When learning intentions and success criteria are obvious to the students and effective feedback is provided in
a timely fashion, the positive effect on learning is seen to be dramatic.
You can help your child make their learning more meaningful. Why not start using the same language at home?
Ask your child, “What are you learning about today? How do you know you are successful?” You may not
notice the effect immediately, but with time, as the students become more and more familiar with this
language of learning, they might start to surprise you with their understanding of the curriculum. Don’t be
satisfied with ‘maths’ or ‘fractions’ as the answer to “What are you learning about?” Dig deeper and you will
get a better picture of what is happening in the classroom. When students are able to clearly explain their
learning, it is helping them clarify and reinforces the concepts. When school and home are working together,
using the same language of learning, it is even more effective.
District Gala Day
Students born in 2009, 2008 and 2007 have the
opportunity to trial to represent the North Burnett
District in a number of sporting events over the
course of the year. Trials began today and students
will be selected to represent the Gayndah District at
the North Burnett trials. Our students’ trialled in
cricket, softball, AFL, rugby league, netball and
soccer. We are very proud of our students and the
way in which they conducted themselves.
Congratulations, St Joey’s!
Have a great week!
Bec

What ’s
happening…..
Friday 15 February
Yr 6 Assembly 2:30pm

Friday 15 February
Welcome BBQ 5:30pm
Monday 18 February
Dental Awareness Talk 10am

Tuesday 19 February
Centenary Meeting 3:30pm

Breaky Club are calling for donations of suitable items such jam, peanut butter, honey, juice concentrate and milo. This free service provided largely by
volunteers, help our students to start their day right.

FINANCE NEWS: Payment for school fees can be made by cash, credit card, EFTPOS, direct
credit or direct debit. If you were using direct debit last year and would like this arrangement to
continue, please contact the office for a new direct debit form. If you are experiencing difficulty
paying fees, please arrange an appointment with our finance secretary Helen Smith or Terese to
discuss payment options.
P & F MEETING:
Our first P & F meeting for 2019 will be held Tuesday March 12th from 7pm at the staff room. The
AGM will be held first with a short general meeting afterwards. All Welcome!
P & F UNIFORMS
New school book/library bags now available from the school. These sturdy, water resistant bags are
approximately A3 size and are available for $10.
TUCKSHOP:

Thank you to our volunteer Tuckshop helpers this week! Please let the office know if you are
able to help either by baking sweet treats, donating paper bags, spoons , or donating your time once
or twice a term!
BOOKCLUB:
Bookclub orders and payment due by this Friday15th February.
PARENT PORTAL NEWS:
Don’t forget to ‘allow ‘ notifications when downloaded the Free BCE Connect app to stay up to date
with any messages or news from the school!

St Joseph’s Primary
School
38 Meson Street
PO Box 119
Gayndah
Queensland 4625
Phone: 07 4161 1889
Fax: 07 4161 2655
Email:

BUS MEETINGS
Granite Hills :

Wednesday 20th February 4:30pm St Joseph’s lunch tables
Contact Cris Bryant 0408 400 875

Woodmillar:

Monday 25th February 4:30pm at St Joseph’s lunch tables
Contact Ros O’Brien 0428 260 146

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e
du.au
St Joseph’s Primary
Gayndah P & F

GAYNDAH KIDS ROCK
Dr. Geoff Walden will be offering guitar and bass guitar lessons to students Year 5 and
above through the program Gayndah Kids Rock. Adults also catered for with guitar, bass

ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019

guitar and ukulele group sessions available. Please contact Dr. Geoff on 0418 792 159 or
geoff.walden@me.com

Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Date Claimer: 14 & 15th Sept 2019
Growing the hearts, minds and spirits and spirits of learners for 100 years
**Search for St Joseph’s Centenary celebrations on Facebook!

