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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,

Welcome to Week 4 and all that it offers.
Thank you to all those who came along to our Welcome BBQ last Friday. We shared food and laughter in the cool of
the evening under our beautiful trees.
Parental Involvement at St. Joey’s:
Thank you to those who attended our Parent Information session last Wednesday evening. For those who could not
attend, the PowerPoint with accompanying notes have been uploaded to the Parent Portal. Have you downloaded the
BCE connect App yet?
Next Friday, 1 March, we will be offering an information session on the Parent Portal at 9am in the staffroom. If
you are experiencing difficulty accessing the Portal, please come along so we can offer assistance. Newsletters,
notes and even report cards will be uploaded to the Portal so it is vital for all our parents to be connected.
If your child is experiencing a specific problem e.g. learning, medical, emotional, home difficulties etc., please
contact the school. We cannot provide support if we are unaware of the situation. Teachers are usually the first
point of contact for parents. For issues that cannot be handled by the classroom teacher, please contact a member
of the Leadership Team. It is not appropriate for parents to approach other parents with concerns about their
child’s learning. We consider all information as confidential.
We thank parents expressing an interest in volunteering at St. Joseph’s.
Students, teachers, staff, parents, and the community benefit from the work
of individuals like you who freely share their talents, time and resources. We
also know that as a volunteer, you too will be rewarded. We encourage your
support for one hour/one day a week/one day on a special project or an
excursion volunteering your efforts make a difference for students.
Each parent is encouraged to participate in the Student Protection Volunteer Online Course (Brisbane Catholic
Education) prior to committing to volunteering in the school. Guidelines have been established for the safety of both
students and volunteers. Upon completion of the Student Protection Online Course, organised by the school, simply
fill out the form and submit to the Principals’ Office for processing.
Volunteer Process
Participate in the Online Student Protection Course.
For the safety of our students, a completed Student Protection BCE Volunteer Forms must be submitted to the
Principal.
St. Joseph’s welcomes volunteers but we need to know who is in the buildings during school hours, therefore,
visitors must sign in and out of the school office.
I encourage you to read, Now’s the Age to Engage, an article by Catholic School Parents, Queensland that you will
find on the Parent Portal.

Whole School Learning & Teaching:
St. Joseph’s curriculum outlines how it provides “the entitlement of each student
to knowledge, understanding and skills that provide a foundation for successful and
lifelong learning and participation in the Australian community.” (Shape of the
Australian Curriculum, v3.0).
Continual professional learning is an essential component of Brisbane Catholic
Education’s Annual Strategic Plan. Professional learning is valued and recognised,
in particular, as a major contributing factor towards improvement in student
learning outcomes. St. Joseph’s commitment to professional learning assists
teachers to realise their vocation as educators and assists School Officers and Administration Staff in their role of service to the
school community. Throughout the year, parents will be offered professional learning, to ensure an understanding of learning and
teaching.
St. Joseph’s is a professional learning community in which all are lifelong learners who contribute to the community’s learning and
knowledge base in order to achieve the professional learning goals aligned to the Strategic plans.

Whole School Planning
Full time primary school teachers are provided two hours of planning, preparation and correction time per working week, aggregated as
necessary for periods within one school term, to carry out educational planning and preparation and other tasks reflective of school
renewal plans.
At St. Joseph’s, this time is provided by our Specialist Teachers, Inge Oppermann, for Chinese and Claire Carlaw for Library.
(Catholic Employing Authorities Single Enterprise Collective Agreement – Diocesan Schools of Queensland)
Students and Community
The school’s curriculum is responsive to the needs and aspirations of the students and community and provides viable pathways and
transitions for all students. Whole school curriculum planning identifies and articulates:
Who our students and community are and how these influence and inform the development of the school’s curriculum.
Beliefs and values of our Learning and Teaching Framework and how these are enacted within our school curriculum.

Excellent Learning and Teaching
The school’s curriculum outlines whole school approaches aligned to learning and teaching
across the curriculum; these approaches are developed, communicated, professionally
supported and reviewed throughout the year. Whole school curriculum planning identifies
and articulates:
Whole school pedagogies that ensure continuity of learning for all students across the
curriculum and within learning areas.
The school’s principles and guidelines for effective assessment practices within and
across learning areas.
Processes to ensure consistency of teachers’ judgements about student achievement
within and beyond the school.
Processes for reporting student progress, achievement and development to students, parents, caregivers and the community.

Monitoring and Evaluation
The school’s curriculum outlines whole school planning for all students that is informed by student data and monitors student
achievement and development to ensure high expectations for all students. Whole school curriculum planning identifies and
articulates:
Processes for how the school monitors, reflects on and evaluates student achievement and development.
How this data informs decision making for whole school, year level, class and individual planning.
Using assessment data for improving teacher practice.
Using student assessment for professional learning: Focusing on students’ outcomes to identify teachers’ needs.
Using student assessment for teacher professional learning.

In all things, glorify God.

Terese

Acknowledging our Good Samaritan Heritage
The school and parish of St. Joseph’s, Gayndah have a long history. As Gayndah is one of the oldest towns in Queensland, it is no surprise
to discover that the history of Catholic education in the area is also very long. On September 13th, 1919, Archbishop James Duhig and
Mother Mary Marcella (Sisters of the Good Samaritan Mother General) arrived in Gayndah for the opening and blessing of the new
convent. By this stage, the parish was in its third church (having lost the first two to natural disasters) and the local parishioners had
worked together to build the school and convent. St. Joseph’s School was not intended to be opened until January, 1920, but on his visit,
Archbishop Duhig announced that the opening of the school would be on October 6th, 1919.
On October 6th, 1919, there were fifty-six children on the roll - George McLeen being the first name entered. Before the end of the
year, there were seventy children enrolled in the school. Boarders continued to come to St. Joseph’s School and they were housed in the
convent.
Since these early years, many Sisters, pupils and events have come and gone and left their impressions on St. Joseph’s School. It is only
fitting that we spend time, in our centenary year, acknowledging our Good Samaritan heritage. As a way of honouring and keeping the
spirit of the Sisters of the Good Samaritan alive, each classroom is affectionately named after a Sister that worked within the school.
On each prayer table (in each classroom), there is a photo and information about the Sister that the classroom is named after. Teachers
have been sharing these stories with the students. Here is a snapshot of those Sisters and their contribution to the St Joseph’s School
community. Some of you may recognise or remember these faces!

Flashback Friday
As part of our centenary celebrations, we will be posting a photo
(from the past) each Friday to our Facebook page. Feel free to
comment, like and share as we celebrate the centenary of our school
in 2019. If you have photos, stories and/or memorabilia please send
them through. We would love to hear from you and share your story
with our community.

This memory pictures a current dad...

Prayer of the Week
Last week this prayer was shared with me and it reminded me that
we all have bad days, arguments or are filled with an emotion that does not make us proud or happy. While this is a
normal part of life it is important to stop and reflect so that we can be mindful of who and what we are. None of us is
perfect but we can always find ways to ‘Pursue our Personal Best’ – to become the best version of ourselves that we can.
The prayer below is from Mother Theresa who modelled for us all a way of life that is truly inspirational and needs to be
recognised…

People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered. Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives. Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies. Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere, people may deceive you. Be honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight. Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous. Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, will often be forgotten. Do good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough. Give your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God. It was never between you and them anyway.

Have a great week

Bec

What ’s happening…..
Tuesday 26 February

Epilepsy Awareness Day

Tuesday 5 March

Shrove “Pancake” Tuesday
Wednesday 6 March
Ash Wednesday Liturgy 2pm

FINANCE NEWS: Payment for school fees can be made by cash, credit card, EFTPOS, direct
credit or direct debit. If you were using direct debit last year and would like this arrangement to
continue, please contact the office for a new direct debit form. If you are experiencing difficulty
paying fees, please arrange an appointment with our finance secretary Helen Smith or Terese to
discuss payment options.
P & F MEETING:
Our first P & F meeting for 2019 will be held Tuesday March 12th from 7pm at the staff room. The
AGM will be held first with a short general meeting afterwards. All Welcome!
P & F UNIFORMS
New school book/library bags now available from the school. These sturdy, water resistant bags are
approximately A3 size and are available for $10.
TUCKSHOP:
Please return Tuckshop orders and payment by Monday 25th February
PARENT PORTAL NEWS:
Don’t forget to ‘allow‘ notifications when downloaded the Free BCE Connect app to stay up to date
with any messages or news from the school!

Congratulations to our Week 3 classroom
award recipients!
Prep/1:

Ruby Mathiesen

Year 4/5:

Poppi Chambers, Archie Webster
Ella Smith & Matilda Doyle

Year 6:

Zoe Baker, Oliver Waldock

St Joseph’s Primary
School
38 Meson Street
PO Box 119
Gayndah
Queensland 4625

BUS MEETINGS
Granite Hills : Wednesday 20th February 4:30pm St J oseph’s lunch tables
Contact Cris Bryant 0408 400 875
Woodmillar: Monday 25th February 4:30pm at St J oseph’s lunch tables
Contact Ros O’Brien 0428 260 146

Phone: 07 4161 1889
Fax: 07 4161 2655
Email:
pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e
du.au
St Joseph’s Primary
Gayndah P & F

GAYNDAH KIDS ROCK
Dr. Geoff Walden will be offering guitar and bass guitar lessons to students
Year 5 and above through the program Gayndah Kids Rock. Adults also catered
for with guitar, bass guitar and ukulele group sessions available. Please contact
Dr. Geoff on 0418 792 159 or geoff.walden@me.com

ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Date Claimer: 14 & 15th Sept 2019
Growing the hearts, minds and spirits and spirits of learners for 100 years
**Search for St Joseph’s Centenary celebrations on Facebook!

