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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Welcome to Week 5 – seriously – Week 5 – half-way through the term!
We keep in our prayers Lisa Brunjes, Jen Bryant, Mrs Oppy’s sister, Hilde, Vicki Kirk’s mother and all
those who are in need at this time.
In the Gospel last Sunday, we heard again Jesus’ new commandment to “Love one another as I have loved
you”. In particular, in Luke’s gospel, he commands us to “Love your enemies, so good to those who hate
you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who treat you badly”.
A challenge indeed. Generally, our reaction is the complete opposite of what Jesus commands. When
someone hurts us, we retaliate or hurt them back – often trying to out-do one another in the hurt stakes.
This eye for and eye mentality only results in more people being hurt.
Sometimes parents will say that they have told their child that it’s okay to hurt someone who has hurt
them. This is the opposite of what we teach here at St. Joseph’s. Solving conflict peacefully and
resolution of difference is incorporated as part of learning and teaching – just as much as teaching of
Maths and English (General Capabilities of the Australian Curriculum). When parents say they have
chosen St. Joseph’s because of the values, I remind them that our values come from the teachings of
Jesus, which includes, forgiveness and mercy.
Life is about choices. We can’t choose how another person speaks or acts – we can only choose our own
behaviour, including our response to their behaviour. It is a regular teaching here at school, nobody made
you – you made a choice. I often read this passage about politeness to remind myself of this:

I walked with a friend to the newsstand the other night, and he bought a paper, thanking the owner
politely. The owner, however, did not even acknowledge it.
“A sullen fellow, isn’t he?” I commented as we walked away.
“Oh, he’s that way every night,” shrugged my friend.
“Then why do you continue to be so polite to him?” I asked.
And my friend replied, “Why should I let him determine how I’m going to act?”

Centenary Planning:

We have a marvellous team on our Centenary Committee and planning is going well. Thanks to all
those involved. Remember to save the date of 14/15 September!
One of ideas for memorabilia is a recipe book from past and present families. Please send along a
favourite recipe and perhaps a photo that can be included with the recipe. The recipe book will include
photos of the school and students from the past one hundred years. Feel free to share this with family
members who are also past families of St. Joseph’s.
Please email recipes and photos to pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au and include your name, child’s name
and years they attended St. Joseph’s.
Recipe and photos need to be received by the end of Term 1 (Friday 5 April).

Our Year 6 leaders are busy planning for the Centenary also! On Tuesdy, Lill Maxwell joined them to
discuss the process of logo design. Lill is currently working on the logo for the Centenary.

Lent:
Next week marks the beginning of the Lenten season with Ash Wednesday (6 March). The children will
receive ashes from their teachers in a liturgy at 2pm. Project Compassion boxes will be sent home on
Tuesday and the children will participate in pancake races.

Lent is the period of forty days before Easter (that means holidays I know!). Lent is an Old English
word meaning to lengthen. Lent is observed in spring in the Northern Hemisphere when the days begin
to get longer. Each year, Lent offers us the opportunity to share what we have with those who have less.
Three traditional ways of preparation for Easter during Lent are prayer, fasting and almsgiving. They
are still practical ways to challenge ourselves to a closer following of Jesus and to prepare ourselves to
become really new people at Easter.
PRAYER:
Say classroom prayers and Mass prayers with greater attention to what you are saying
Going to Mass every Sunday
Asking God to help a person you see who needs to experience God’s tender love
Writing your own prayers of thanksgiving and petition to use during Lent
FASTING:
From negative comments about yourself and/or others
From mindlessly following the crowd, especially in gossip
From a certain junk food

ALMSGIVING:
To give alms means to give help to those in need
Supporting Project Compassion
Giving time – without complaining – to help parents, neighbours, friends or the elderly
Freely offering compliments to classmates, teachers, or members of your families.
School Photos:
A reminder that school photos are on Monday 4 March. Please ensure your child is in the correct formal
uniform, including shoes and hair.
Breakfast Club:
Thank you to those willing helpers who have stepped in to assist the running of the Breakky Club. As
our school day starts at 8:40 am, service will finish at 8:30am.
In all thing, glorify God.

Terese

Friday 1st March

Year 2/3 Assembly

Monday 4th March

School Photo Day 8:30am

Tuesday 5th March

Shrove Tuesday/Pancake Races 2:30pm

Wednesday 6th March Ash Wednesday Liturgy 2pm
Tuesday 12th March

P & F meeting 7pm school staff room

Friday 15th March

National Day of Action against Bullying & Violence - Dress
in Orange!
Assembly Year 4/5

Tuesday 19th March

St Joseph’s Feast Day - Morning Tea and open classrooms

Tuesday 26th March

Epilepsy Awareness Day - Dress in purple!

Friday 29th March

Assembly Prep/Year1

Monday 1 April

Cross Country

Tuesday 2 April

Go Blue for Autism Awareness Day - Wear blue clothing!

PARENT PORTAL:
Parent Portal and the BCE Connect app can be used to advise the school when your student is absent.

FINANCE NEWS: Payment for school fees can be made by cash, credit card, EFTPOS, direct
credit or direct debit. If you were using direct debit last year and would like this arrangement to
continue, please contact the office for a new direct debit form. If you are experiencing difficulty
paying fees, please arrange an appointment with our finance secretary Helen Smith or Terese
Shephard to discuss payment options.
P & F MEETING:
Our first P & F meeting for 2019 will be held Tuesday March 12th
from 7pm at the staff room. The AGM will be held first with a short
general meeting afterwards. All Welcome!

TUCKSHOP:
Thank you to this week’s Tuckshop volunteers Kylee Young, Maria McCosker, Jody Doyle, Belinda
Kennedy and Lisa Baker
Tuckshop and uniform orders are also available on the portal!
Volunteers and Student Protection: Student Protection is everyone’s business.
Parents must complete the Volunteer Student Protection training prior to assisting in anyway in the school (e.g. in
class, tuckshop). Please remember to print out the certificate of completion and drop in to the office for our
records.
Parents and all other volunteers/workers are required to sign in and out at the Office if working in classes,
tuckshop or grounds. Parents can assist in many ways through helping in classrooms, manning the tuckshop and/
or Breakky club and assisting on special days, such as sports carnivals.
Please use the below link for the easy online training and bring the completed form to the office - thank you!
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx

*This information can also be found on the Parent Portal and BCE Connect app
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Date Claimer: 14 & 15th Sept 2019
Growing the hearts, minds and spirits and spirits of learners for 100 years
**Search for St Joseph’s Centenary celebrations on Facebook!

