
St Joseph’s  
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Dear families, students and staff, 

 

Welcome to Week 8 and all that it offers.   

 

We keep in our prayers Lisa Brunjes, Karen Madden, Mrs Oppy’s sister, Hilde, 

Vicki Kirk’s mother and all those who are in need at this time. 

 

You might like to light a candle as you pray.  You can do so online at: 

http://lightaprayercandle.bne.catholic.edu.au/LightaPrayerCandle/  

 

As Catholics, Christians and all people of good will, we stand in Solidarity 

 

In the wake of the horrific events in Christchurch, New Zealand, we join with Pope Francis - and all 

Christians and people of good will around the world - in prayer for the healing of the wounded, the 

consoling of those who grieve the loss of their loved ones, and for all affected by this tragedy.  

 

We stand as one against all who would seek to destroy the freedom to pray, no matter which religion; 

the freedom to live, no matter which country; the freedom to flourish, no matter which people.     

 

As we live within this time of grief and remember lives lost, hearts broken, hopes torn asunder, let us 

turn to our God of love and compassion in prayer.   

 

We remember each one whose life is lost to us – the children, the fathers, the mothers, the sisters, 

the brothers… and pray that they are now in the deep and loving embrace of God.  

 

We pray for all those who grieve the loss of these precious lives …. parents and family, friends and 

neighbours: that they will find the courage, strength and hope to hold each other with tender care 

and rebuild their lives while cherishing her memory always.   
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We pray especially for the Christchurch communities: that the great circle of angels and saints will 

gather close during these next days and weeks and be a circle of gentle strength and protection.  

 

And let us pray for ourselves, that we will always remember that we stand in solidarity with all those 

who suffer, all those who find themselves on the margins and all those who seek what is true and 

good and beautiful.  

 

God of Love we pray as One.  

 

St. Joseph’s Centenary: 
 

Yesterday we celebrated the Feast Day of St. Joseph, husband of Mary and father to Jesus.  Miss 

O’Connor created a beautiful liturgy, which included our new school prayer.  It was lovely to hear all 

students joining in praying the school prayer as symbols were brought in to create the sacred space.  

 

Planning is underway for the centenary weekend of 14/15 September.  As part of our celebrations we 

are creating a Centenary Cook Book.  Past students, staff and families have been invited to 

contribute and we need your contribution also. 

 

We need your favourite recipe or two for our Centenary Cook Book.  Recipes 

need to be returned (hard copy or email to pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au ) 

by Friday 5 April.  Please remember to include your name and student’s 

details on the recipe. 

 

Students will be invited to design the covers for the cook book which is part 

of the memorabilia people will be able to purchase on the centenary 

weekend.  

 

What’s new on the Parent Portal? 
 Class Blogs – check out the learning 

 The school prayer 

 2018 BCE Parent Survey Results 

 

Have you logged in yet? 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In all things, glorify God 

 

Terese 
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St Joseph’s Day Celebrations 

We had a wonderful morning of celebration on Tuesday, as we gave thanks for 

Joseph’s humility, faithfulness and attentiveness to the way he listened deeply to 

the call of God. 

Joseph was ever ready to discern the ways in which God continued to call him to 

take risks, as he stood at the crossroad moments of life for family. In Joseph, we 

recognise that capacity for courageous decision making that took him into unknown 

circumstances and places, where his only response was to trust in the God who was 

guiding him, as he continued to make life-giving choices. Let us remember too, how 

Joseph walked with Jesus during the years of his youth. Here he taught Jesus the 

values of deep respect and reverence for all who came his way. I imagine that Joseph 

may have been a great story-teller, for Jesus so often used this skill, particularly in parables, to teach about 

the loving relationship of God. I could see Joseph walking with 

Jesus, sharing insights about the world around him – about seeds 

and birds, rocks and trees, images which Jesus used to teach about 

the Kingdom.  

 

May Joseph’s guidance and wisdom inspire us today to be attentive 

to the world around us and to how our God continues to reveal 

God’s self in this reality. 

 

As I reflected on the life of 

Joseph and the world of his time, I wondered what had really changed. 

Joseph had to face the effect of power on the life of the innocent. I 

wonder how Joseph felt when he heard how Herod had killed all the 

children in and around Bethlehem. Today children all around our world 

continue to suffer at the hands of those who hold power. Countless 

children suffer the harmful effects of war, living in refugee camps, 

starvation, harmful abuse, child slavery and terrorism just to mention a 

few. On this feast of Joseph, may we hold with reverence all the 

children whom we encounter. Just as Joseph embraced the child Jesus 

and guided him through the years of his youth, may we send blessings of hope and tenderness to those children 

in our world suffering from the pain of destruction and loss. 

 

May Joseph’s tender kindness and protection guard us and the children in our care. 

 

Many of the communities in developing countries, that Project Compassion assist, have to transport all the 

water they use from a single source (well, river, or lake) to their home. Collecting and transporting the water 

they need for daily activities can be a full time job and can take up to 7 hours a day to retrieve. Each drop of 

water is valued and used wisely. Our Water-Bucket House Relay aimed to bring awareness to our students of 

this difficulty for many third-world countries. I was incredibly proud of our students in the way they raised 

funds for Project Compassion and asked questions to gain knowledge and a better understanding of this struggle 

many face.   

 

 



The infamous Friday spelling test. A staple in many classrooms. I can 

remember practicing my spelling words all week as a child. I even slept with 

my spelling list under my pillow once or twice, hoping that by osmosis, I’d 

remember the words better for the spelling test. (Yes, I really did.) And I 

don’t remember that I aced a single spelling test. Quite the contrary. I 

struggled through them more than anything. But, I decided I was a bad 

speller based on my test scores. And so did my teacher. The opposite could also have been true. If I aced 

each test, I would have been deemed a good speller. And there are those kids who do. They are considered 

good spellers because of that perfect score on Friday’s spelling test. Then Monday comes…and the same 

word they aced on the test is misspelled in their writing. 

Some of the questions that swirl around in my brain are: 

 

Did the child really learn how to spell each word? 

Do spelling tests really do any good at teaching kids how to spell? 

Just because a child can memorise and regurgitate information, does that mean they have learned it well?  

 
And each time I ponder these questions, the answer I always come to is a clear “No.”  

 

Research has consistently shown that spelling lists don’t provide students with an understanding of why 

words are spelled certain ways, which would help students figure out how to spell the 

new words they encounter. English is possibly the most difficult language our students 

will encounter. Our spelling rules and “sounding out” strategy don’t always work! Take 

the word “was” for an example. This cannot be sounded out without it sounding 

absurd nor does it fit the usual spelling rule. This is just one example of hundreds of 

words in our English language. Lists can easily confuse the young spelling student, 

making the subject of spelling seem difficult and unlearnable.  

 

Our children need multiple and meaningful exposure to concepts of words for it to 

“stick”. Just one time through (like memorising words for a spelling test) does not 

give them multiple, nor meaningful exposure to the words. Most children need to read 

the words, write the words, and interact with the words, in a context, through hands-on 

spelling activities or word study to really know the word. When we say “spelling in 

context”, it means that students are using words within a meaningful context to them 

which is most often the literature text of which the classroom teacher is using. 

   

The ability to spell does not develop naturally. Like reading and writing, it needs 

to be taught explicitly. Based on the assessment and observation of children’s 

writing and reading, teachers can build a profile of the knowledge and strategies 

being used by students. In modelled, shared and guided writing contexts, then, 

teachers demonstrate ways to work out how to spell words, how to use various 

resources to help with spelling, and how to proofread or check spelling. Students 

can observe and listen to the teacher, as a model of a proficient writer, as they 

use the knowledge and strategies necessary to problem solve the spelling of familiar and unfamiliar words.  

 

So, in our classrooms, you will not see a Friday spelling test. But, you WILL see our students being held 

accountable for their learning and our students engaging with words constantly within a context that is 

meaningful to them.  



 

Classroom SNAPSHOT – Rudkin (Yr 4/5)  

Each week, a classroom will be selected to share what they are 

currently learning about. Our next Classroom SNAPSHOT is in the 

Rudkins Classroom (Yr 4/5)…  

To say the writing in Rudkin is impressive, would be an 

understatement! Our Yr 4/5 students have been using the literature 

text, “The Day the Crayons Quit” (a favourite book of mine) to 

explore persuasive writing.  Persuasive writing intends to convince 

readers to believe in an idea or opinion. It’s a form of non-fiction 

writing the writer uses to develop logical arguments, making use of 

carefully chosen words and phrases. Reviews, editorials, proposals, 

advertisements and brochures are some examples of pieces of writing 

that use persuasion to influence readers.  Persuasive writing plays an 

important role in our everyday lives. From the TV chef telling us to 

cook healthy meals, to a magazine article detailing why we need to exercise regularly – providing a point of 

view and backing it up with facts to persuade the reader, is a critical skill for our kids to learn.  

Simply put, to be able to express their ideas and opinions in a constructive way on paper is something 

they’ll rely on in their professional and personal lives. I encourage our families, whether you have a child in 

Yr 4/5 or not, to take a look at some of the writing of these students. Well done, Rudkins!  

What ’s happening….. 
 

Go Purple for Epilepsy 

Tuesday 26 March 

(Students may wear purple for the day)  

Prep/1 Assembly @ 2:30pm 

Friday 29 March 

District Cross Country 

Monday 1 April 

Go Blue for Autism Day 

Tuesday 2nd April 

Last Day of Term 

Friday 5 April 



 

 
 

 

 



 

LIBRARY:  

Parent helpers would be greatly appreciated in the library Wednesdays from 8:30am-3:30pm. Any time 

you can give would be wonderful to simply put alphabet letter on to books. If you’re able to help, 

please see Mrs Carlaw in the library each Wednesday. 

 

TUCKSHOP:  

Tuckshop order and payment are due Monday 25th March. 

 

 

 

CENTENARY PLANNING: 
 

Share, share, share! Please remember to share our Centenary dates and events with any relatives and/or friends 

who may have a connection or interest in our wonderful school’s history. Remember to save the date of 14/15 

September! 

 

One of ideas for memorabilia is a recipe book from past and present fami-

lies.  Please send along a favourite recipe and perhaps a photo that can be 

included with the recipe.  The recipe book will include photos of the school 

and students from the past one hundred years. Feel free to share this with 

family members who are also past families of St. Joseph’s. 

 

Please email recipes and photos to 

pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au and  

include your name, child’s name and years they attended St. Jo-

seph’s. 

 

Recipe and photos need to be received by the end of Term 1  

Congratulations to our  
Week 7 Award recipients! 

 
Angus Parr, Lilly Harper, Nick  
Meyer, Donald McGregor, Sienna Slattery, Kane Callanan, Bella 
Roth, Riley Kirk, Casey McCosker, Hillary Waldock 
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GAYNDAH SWIMMING CLUB AGM 

Tuesday April 2nd 4:30pm 

Gayndah Swimming Club Clubhouse (Gayndah Pool) - All welcome! 

Contact through Facebook *Gayndah Swimming Club Inc* 

 

 

GAYNDAH AND DISTRICT NETBALL AGM 

 Tuesday 26th March 6pm (followed by a General meeting) 

 Grand Hotel function room 

 All teams need to have 3 representatives 

Positions to be filled are: 

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Umpire Co-ordinator, Coach Convenor, 

Wide Bay Regional Representative, Canteen Co-ordinator  

*For any queries, contact Chris Duncan 0419 518 423 gayndahnetball@hotmail.com 

 
. 

JUNIOR KIDS FAMILY FISHING DAY 

Biggenden Fishing Club (in conjunction with Sunfish Qld 

and Dept. of Fisheries) is hosting a skills and fun fishing day for 

kids aged 7-13 who are interested in learning the basic 

fundamentals of recreational fishing and the environment.  

Children will be put on a waiting list when 25 registrations have 

been received. 

Contact Kirsten Bust 0448841351 or Bafc181@yahoo.com 

Nominations close Friday 29th March 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date Claimer: 14 & 15th Sept 2019 
Growing the hearts, minds and spirits and spirits of learners for 100 years 

 

  **Search for St Joseph’s Centenary celebrations on Facebook! 

 

ST JOSEPH’S 

SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2019 

Term 1: Wednesday 30 

January to Friday 5 April 

Term 2: Tuesday 23rd 

April to Friday 28 June  

Term 3:  Tuesday 16 July 

to Friday 20 September  

Term 4: Wednesday 9 Oc-

tober to Friday 6 Decem-

ber  
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