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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 3 of Term 2 and all that it offers. We keep in our prayers all those who are in
need at this time. We pray for our mothers as we celebrate their special day on Sunday.

Orange Festival

Thank you to all those families who supported, in any way, the school’s float at the Orange Festival. Special thanks
to Trent Hetherington, our driver, for the loan of his ute. My gratitude also to Mrs Oppy and her team of helpers,
including our Year 6 leaders, for all their work on the float, the window and the scarecrow.
It was a very special weekend to be part of and I was very proud to show off the school and town to our visitors.

Mother’s Day:
IMAGES OF MOTHER
4 Years of Age:

My Mum can do anything!

8 Years of Age:

My Mum knows a lot! A whole lot!

12 Years of Age:

My Mum doesn’t really know everything.

14 Years of Age:

Naturally, my Mum doesn’t know that either.

16 Years of Age:

Mum? She’s so out of touch!

18 Years of Age:

She doesn’t know anything!

25 Years of Age:

Well, she might know a little bit about stuff.

35 Years of Age:

Before we decide, let’s ask Mum.

45 Years of Age:

Wonder what Mum would have thought?

65 Years of Age:

I wish I could talk it over with Mum.

.

A MOTHER’S DAY BLESSING
Blessed be all mothers
Who have come into our lives
Whose kindness, care and loving
Remain with us to guide.
Your inspiration in us
Made us strive in every way
Especially to remember
Helping others makes our day.
Mothers, this little tribute
Flows directly from my heart
You are so loved and cherished
Invaluable, one and all, you are

Learning & Teaching:

As part of our engagement with Brisbane Catholic
Education’s Excellent Learning & Teaching Strategy, we are
grateful to have received extra funding. This funding has
enabled us to employ an extra teacher each Thursday to
support classroom teachers in the classroom or to enable
planning to occur.
This means that Prep- 5 has an extra teacher in the room for
part of the day three days per week (Tues, Wed, Thurs).
Using student data, targeted teaching can be implemented so
each learner is progressing and successful in their learning.
For example, this allows for our Year 3 and year 5 students
to engage in NAPLAN preparation prior to next week’s
testing.

Our preparation involves working through NAPLAN-style questions; responding to a writing stimulus and working
within time limits. It is made clear to the students that NAPLAN provides information for the teachers to help
them with their learning. If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s participation in NAPLAN,
please contact your child’s teacher.
The tests are held over three days: Tuesday 14, Wednesday 15 and Thursday 16 May.
Tuesday 14 – Language Conventions & Writing (2 tests)
Wednesday 15 May – Reading
Thursday 16 May – Numeracy
In moving through the classrooms, it is wonderful to see students, engaging in their learning, communicating their
understanding, challenging themselves to improve, and striving to achieve their goals. The five questions we ask on
our Learning Walks and Talks are:
What are you learning? (Learning Intention)
How are you going? (Success Criteria)
How do you know? (Feedback)
How can you improve? (Goal Setting)
What do you do when you get stuck? (Learner Dispositions)
We are all striving to achieve our goals as outlined in the school’s Annual Plan, which can be viewed on the Parent
Portal.

National Consistent Collection of Data:

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability (the national data
collection) is an annual collection that counts the number of school students receiving an adjustment due to
disability and the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on the same basis as other students.
Each of the included students has been identified by a school team as receiving a reasonable adjustment to
address a disability under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992.

Further information on the NCCD can be found on the Information Sheet and Fact Sheet on the Parent Portal.

Athletics Carnival – Friday 24 May

If any parents are able to assist with line marking in preparation for our school athletics carnival, please come
along to school on Friday 17th May from 11am. Brad would love some help, so lines are ready for Stacey to use in
her lessons.
Volunteer Student Protection:
Thank you to those parents who have responded by completing the online Student Protection training. A further
reminder that all who volunteer, for example, the upcoming athletics carnivals, must complete this training annually.
Could I urge you to make this a priority if you have not already done so?
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx

Newsletter:

From this week, as a trial, our newsletter will move to fortnightly. Newsletter weeks for the rest of this term are
Weeks 5, 7 & 9.
In all things glorify God,
Terese

With thanks…
Welcome to Week 3! I certainly hope you all enjoyed the long weekend.
I have to begin by saying what an amazing community spirit was present over the
weekend, with so many of our staff, students and parents contributing to our school’s
Orange Festival preparations. The spirit of giving here in Gayndah is strong and seeing it
alive in our young students, being demonstrated by their parents and families, was
beautiful to see.
At one point, I turned to a group of colleagues (with a huge grin on my face) and
explained that this experience is very unique – I have never experienced anything quite
like this and I am confident to say I won’t find an experience like it. I was left feeling
very blessed to be a part of such celebrations. I know Terese will agree with me when I
say that we are very grateful for all of the time and effort put into the school’s festival
presence by all of the students. We may be small in size, but boy….do we make our
presence known. My deepest gratitude to you all!

Mother’s Day Celebrations
This Sunday we celebrate our mums and other
women that play a significant part in our lives and
the lives of our children. Our thanks to the amazing
parents and staff who assisted in providing the
Mother’s Day Stall and who attended a beautiful
High Tea. A special mention to Inge Oppermann,
Bec Holden and Jayne Evans who organised our
High Tea and Mother’s Day Stall, to Mrs Toms and
Yr 4/5 for organising a beautiful assembly that
celebrated our mums in style and to the many staff
who assisted with providing baked goods for our
afternoon tea. This is a genuine feature of our school community and one the students
greatly enjoy and appreciate...as do our mums!
This Sunday, May 13, also marks a special anniversary on the Catholic calendar. Our Lady
of Fatima is a Roman Catholic title for Mary the Mother of Jesus due to her apparitions
to three shepherd children, Lucia Santos, and her two cousins, Jacinta and Francisco
Marto. The apparition is believed to have appeared at the town of Fatima, Portugal on the
thirteenth day of six consecutive months in 1917, starting on May 13. If you think you
have heard of the word “Fatima” before, it is probably because you have. Along with
“Lourdes”, Fatima is a house group at St Joseph’s.

The month of May is dedicated to Mary the Mother of Jesus. During this month we
remember that Mary was the first person to realise that Jesus was the Saviour. Her
example of hope and trust in God, teaches us that we only need to put our faith in the
God who loves us unconditionally. When we pray, we can ask Mary to intercede for us in
times of need.
The following prayer is a great example of this:

Prayer to the Mother Mary,
on this day when we honour all mothers, we turn to you.
We thank you for the great gift of motherhood.
Never has it been known that anyone who sought your intercession
was left unaided by grace.
Dear Mother, intercede for all of our mothers.
May they find daily strength to say yes to the call to the sacrificial
love- the very heart of the vocation of motherhood. May their love and witness be a

source of great inspiration for all of us called to follow your Son.
Amen

Sports News
As previously mentioned, we have been fortunate enough to secure an athletics coach
in the lead up to our carnival at the end of term. Stacey Duncan is a qualified “Little
Athletics” coach who will deliver the Athletics program for this term. Students
started last Monday in a fun-filled hour session, focusing on many skills associated
with Athletics. On top of this, students are also participating in tennis lessons which
began last Friday and will also go for the duration of the term. We would kindly ask
that students are in sports uniform each Monday and Friday. Our Athletics Carnival is
to be held on Friday, 24 May and this will be held at St Joseph’s.
Keep smiling,
Bec

BOOKFAIR:

Tuesday 7th – Wednesday 15th May in
the library. Open from 8.20am—8.40am and
3pm to 3.30 pm.

MOTHER’S DAY STALL:

Year Six Mother’s Day stall, Tuesday 7th May—Friday 10 th May, outside
the Year Six classroom. 8.15am—8.40am and 3pm—3.30 pm.

UNIFORM SHOP

The weather has defintitely cooled off!

Remember to name all uniforms including winter clothing

Please check the tags of items your child brings home to ensure they have
their own clothing and haven't mistakenly brought another students’ home.

Regularly check the lost property box located outside the office for
missing clothing

We also welcome any donations of good quality 2nd hand uniforms that are
no longer needed—thank you!

SPORTS NEWS

Athletics training and practice each Monday has started at school.
Event dates are:
•
Friday 17th May 400 or 800m (Sports Fields)
•
Tuesday 21st May Discus/200m (Sports Fields)
•
Friday 24th May Athletics Carnival (School Oval)

Congratulations to our
Week 3 Award
recipients!

Zoe Hoskinson, Mia Holden,
Zoe Baker, Georgia Chambers,
Summer Kreis, Casey
McCosker, Asher Bryant,
Elyjah Terry, Alyce Doyle,
Nathan Banks,
Harry Hoskinson

St Joseph’s Primary
School
38 Meson Street
PO Box 119
Gayndah
Queensland 4625
Phone: 07 4161 1889
Fax: 07 4161 2655
Email:
pgayndah@bne.catholic.edu.au

Website:
www.stjosephsgayndah.qld.e
du.au
St Joseph’s Primary
Gayndah P & F

ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

TENNIS
Junior Tennis is back in Gayndah for the rest of the year!
Tennis Coach Kevin Banner with the Gayndah Tennis Assoc Inc
will conduct Tennis Learning & Training sessions through the ANZ
Hot Shots Program for 9 weeks. Sessions are available for both
boys & girls from 5yrs - 16 Yrs. of age with previous or no experience. QLD Govt
Sporting Vouchers are accepted.
Registration is essential before attending! Contact Kevin 0409 520 753
3.30pm - 4.30pm - the first timers & beginner players
5 - 12 yrs. 4.30pm - 6.15pm - intermediate- advanced - competition players
FITNESS CLASSES WITH DAVE HOLLERAN
Fitness Classes start at St Joeys Big Sports Centre Shed.
6 pm Tuesdays and Thursdays! School kids are free! Come to both nights or just one!
Discount for paying for classes in advance or just come along and pay $10 per class
GAYNDAH SOCCER
Fun and fitness for high school and primary school kids - everybody welcome!
Thursday 4-5pm Gayndah Sports Grounds
Only $25 for season
Enquiries 0428931151 - Laine

JUNIOR NETBALL 2019
Training/drills/practice each Monday or Thursday at Gayndah netball courts. Boys and
girls are encouraged to come along and have a go—beginners welcome!
Mondays

- Age 5-7 yrs (Net)— 3:30 to 4:30pm
- Ages 7-10yrs (Set & Go) 3:30-5pm

Thursdays

- Ages 11-15yrs 3.30-5:30pm

Register online through My Netball http://my.netball.com.au/?entityid=38925&save=0
Sporting Get Started vouchers accepted.

What’s happening….
Mother’s Day High Tea & Assembly
Wednesday 8 May, from 1pm on the deck
Naplan – Yr 3 & 5
Tuesday 14 May – Thursday 16 May

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Walk to School Safely
Friday 17 May – all students meet at the Jaycees Park (near
IGA) at 8:15am, ready to walk to school
U8s Day
Wednesday 22 May @ Gayndah State School
Athletics Day
Friday 24 May @ St Joey’s

