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Dear families, students and staff, 

 
Welcome to Week 5 of Term 2 and all that it offers.  We keep in our prayers all 
those who are in need at this time. 
 

Another busy week for our learners.  On Wednesday, our Prep to Year 3 students 
enjoyed learning outside at the Under 8s activities at Gayndah State School.  Our 
Prep/1 students were delighted to find Macca the Alpaca there as they are 
currently learning with Alpacas with Maracas.  They were able to share their 
knowledge of alpacas with the owner. Students then had a session with author, 
Samantha Morris, who discussed how her books come about, the editing and 
illustrating parts and using the world around us to write. 
 
Jed Cahill, filmmaker, worked with our Year 4-6 students.  Staff planned out 
activities to showcase our school in this short video.  Students worked in groups on 
various activities or were invited by Jed to assist with camera work. Jed will work 
on editing the film before he returns it to us.  We can’t wait to share it with you.   
 
Sorry Day: 
National Sorry Day is held on 26 May each year to acknowledge and recognise members of the Stolen 
Generations. Charles Passi, a Dauareb tribesman from the Mer Island group in the Torres Straits, and 
Chair of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Healing Foundation shares his thoughts on the 
importance of National Sorry Day.  
 
National Sorry Day is important to us as an organisation, but also to us as Australia’s First Peoples 
because we use it to remember and recognise our Stolen Generations.  Most Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people I know have been affected either directly or indirectly by this terrible part of 
our history since European colonisation.  With no disrespect intended, I am a strong advocate for 
turning our hurt from the past into something positive for our community and for our future 
generations, as a sign of taking our destiny into our own hands.  That’s why I was very happy to hear 
the recommendation from the Bringing Them Home report(tabled in Federal Parliament on 26 May 
1997) that a National Sorry Day be celebrated each year.  And that’s what we’ve been doing since 
1998. I see this as a positive contribution to our healing journey, just as the national Apology was five 
years ago. 
 
At the Healing Foundation, we are dedicated to supporting the healing of Stolen Generations and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities around Australia.  We see healing as a process of 
returning to our physical, emotional, spiritual and cultural wellbeing.  It’s a journey that can happen 
over a long time and that’s understandable given the profound and damaging effects that forced 
removal has had on peoples’ lives.  As our brothers and sisters over at Reconciliation Australia 
know, recognition is a big part of healing. 
https://www.reconciliation.org.au/national-sorry-day-an-important-part-of-healing/ 
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Learning & Teaching: A focus on Feedback to Improve Learning Outcomes 
One of our goals this year is to improve our feedback to learners and 
to teach them how to give feedback to each other.  Feedback that is 
timely, specific, understandable and actionable to the learner, is one 
of the most effective ways to improve learning.  If you click on the 
link below, you see the power of feedback to improve student 
learning.  It is an important lesson for both parents and teachers; if 
we only ever tell our children what they have done is great, why would 
they ever feel the need to do better?  The YouTube clip below 
(Austin’s Butterfly) is an example of how powerful timely, specific, 
understandable and actionable feedback can be. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms 
 
National Consistent Collection of Data: 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) on School Students with Disability (the national 
data collection) is an annual collection that counts the number of school students receiving an 
adjustment due to disability and the level of adjustment they are receiving to access education on 
the same basis as other students. Each of the included students has been identified by a school 
team as receiving a reasonable adjustment to address a disability under the Disability Discrimination 
Act 1992.  
 
Bec O’Connor, Jennell Bernie and David Francis are at Murgon today working on our NCCD data to 
ensure consistency across schools. 
 
Further information on the NCCD can be found on the Information Sheet and Fact Sheet on the 
Parent Portal. 
 
Important Privacy Information: 
Due to our Privacy responsibilities (http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/aboutus/pages/privacy.aspx) and 
the impact joint email accounts are having on the Parent Portal experience, Automated Email Groups 
(where emails are sent from the school) and Parent Slips, it is now imperative that all parents/legal 
guardians have a unique (not shared) email address listed in eMinerva (the student and related 
person database). 
 
Parents concerned will be contacted directly and requested to update email accounts. Thank you for 
your attention to this matter. 
 
Athletics Carnival – Friday 24 May 
If any parents are able to assist with the Athletics Carnival tomorrow, your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated.   
 
Volunteer Student Protection: 
Thank you to those parents who have responded by completing the online Student Protection 
training.  A further reminder that all who volunteer, for example, the upcoming athletics carnivals, 
must complete this training annually.  Could I urge you to make this a priority if you have not already 
done so? 
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-
Training.aspx  
 
 
Donations of plants: 
I’m sure you will agree that Brad and Jason are doing an amazing job with the school grounds.  If you 
are able to donate any plants, cuttings, or seeds, to fill in gaps in the gardens, please drop in to the 
Office.  
 
Newsletter: 
A reminder that our newsletter is now fortnightly. Newsletter weeks for the rest of this term are 
Weeks 7 & 9. 
 

 
 
In all things glorify God, 
 
Terese 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqh1MRWZjms
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/aboutus/pages/privacy.aspx
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx
http://www.bne.catholic.edu.au/students-parents/student-protection/Pages/Code-of-Conduct-Training.aspx


 
 
 

 

 

Together, we say “SORRY” 
 
This week, our students acknowledged and marked Sorry Day within their classrooms by 
exploring literature and historical events. Every year, we join together as a school 
community and as a nation to say we are sorry, remembering the wrongdoings against the 
Stolen Generations and their families, recognising the pain and suffering they have 
endured, and acknowledging the lessons we have learned from a very dark era in 
Australia’s history.  

It is also a day to commemorate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people’s history, 
and celebrate their survival, culture and community. We must recognise that we all have 
a role to play, no matter how small, to recognise the richness and diversity of the First 
Nation’s cultures of this land. 

 

U8’s Day a Success 
 
This year, we celebrated Under 8’s Day in style.  A fabulous day was had by all! The 
weather was ideal and the enthusiasm of the students was contagious.  
The students participated in activities that ranged from play dough, feeding farm 
animals, water and spaghetti troughs, pots and pans, dress ups, maraca making and 
obstacle courses to threading, jumping castles, painting and more. A sincere thank you to 
all involved for making this a fabulous day with a special thank you to the staff at 
Gayndah State School for their organisation and planning of a spectacular day for our 
students.  

 
 
The students were also treated to a reading of Alpacas 
with Maracas by Mrs Carlaw. Wednesday marked National 
Simultaneous Storytime which is a day that encourages our 
young readers to enjoy books and promotes the value of 
reading and literacy.  
 
Each year, a picture book, written and illustrated by an 
Australian author is read simultaneously in libraries, 
schools, bookshops, homes and many other places.  
 

This year “Alpacas with Maracas” was the book used during this 
time. We were even lucky enough to bring Macca the Alpaca 
(and friends) to the story time.  
 
To say our students were excited was an understatement.  
 



 
ICAS-International Competitions and Assessments for Schools 
 
The International Competitions and Assessments for Schools, or ICAS for short, is an 
independent, skills-based assessment program that St Joseph’s offers students in 
Years 2-6. ICAS recognises and rewards student achievement in areas such as English, 
maths, science, spelling, writing and digital technologies. The series of tests are 
designed to match and test skills that are learned in the school classroom. These test 
are certainly not COMPULSORY, but are an option for students who would like to 
challenge and put to test their knowledge and understanding in chosen areas of 
strength. These tests will take place at school and will come at a small cost to families. 
In the coming weeks, a note will come with further information. If you have any 
further queries after the note is sent home, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
office.  
 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL – IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 
Firstly, I wish to thank the parent volunteers who assisted at the 200m, 400 and 
800m running event and discus this week. I am very grateful for your support. A 
timetable of the day has been given out via class buckets, however there will be a few 
spare copies available on Friday.  
 
A few final reminders are below for our Athletics Day: 
 
• Students must stay with their class leader (staff member) at all times, unless 
students are using toilet facilities. 
 
• Students may wear only their house colours or school sport’s uniform to school in 
appropriate attire for participation. 
  
• Any student departing before 3pm is to follow the normal process i.e. permission 
from their supervising teacher and go via Jody and Helen, at the recording tent, to be 
signed out.  
 
• The office will be closed on Friday. If you need to sign out a child or have a general 
inquiry, please see Jody or Helen at the recorder’s tent 
 
• Students must ask for permission from their teacher to go to the toilet and will be 
asked to go with a buddy  
 
• As students will be constantly on the move during the carnival, shade will be limited 
and they must have a hat and sunscreen. Extra sunscreen can be found at the house 
tents.  
 
 This is a school carnival and as such we encourage our students to participate and 

enjoy the day.  
 
 
We look forward to seeing you all there! 
 
Regards 
 
Bec 

http://www.123rf.com/photo_6513582_to-accompany-each-other.html


UNIFORM SHOP 
The weather has defintitely cooled off!  
 Remember to name all uniforms including winter clothing   
 Please check the tags of items your child brings home to ensure they have their 

own clothing and haven't mistakenly brought another students’ home.  
 Regularly check the lost property box located outside the office for missing 

clothing 
 We also welcome any donations of good quality 2nd hand uniforms that are no 

longer needed—thank you! 

 
BOOKCLUB 
Bookclub booklets are going home today. Please return any orders and payment by 
Wednesday June 5th to school. 
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TENNIS 
Junior Tennis is back in Gayndah for the rest of the year! 
Tennis Coach Kevin Banner with the Gayndah Tennis Assoc Inc 
will conduct Tennis Learning & Training sessions through the ANZ 
Hot Shots Program for 9 weeks. Sessions are available for both 
boys & girls from 5yrs - 16 Yrs. of age with previous or no experience. QLD Govt 
Sporting Vouchers are accepted.  
Registration is essential before attending! Contact Kevin 0409 520 753  
3.30pm - 4.30pm - the first timers & beginner players  
5 - 12 yrs. 4.30pm - 6.15pm - intermediate- advanced - competition players 
 
JUNIOR NETBALL 2019 

Training/drills/practice each Monday or Thursday at Gayndah netball courts. Boys and 
girls are encouraged to come along and have a go—beginners welcome! 

Mondays    - Age 5-7 yrs (Net)— 3:30 to 4:30pm 

        - Ages 7-10yrs (Set & Go)  3:30-5pm 

Thursdays  - Ages 11-15yrs 3.30-5:30pm  

Register online through My Netball http://my.netball.com.au/?entityid=38925&save=0  
Sporting Get Started vouchers accepted.  

 

CENTRAL BURNETT DAY CAMP 2019 

WANTED URGENTLY—VOLUNTEERS FOR DAY CAMP 2019!!!! 
Only 6 weeks until the kids will be running with excitement down to the Central Burnett 
Day Camp site!!! 
Requirements 

·       Have a love for fun with kids 
·       Enjoying adventures and the outdoors 
·       Work in a Christian encouraged environment 
·       Blue Card (over 18) 
·       Attend free pre-camp training 

Please contact: 
Megan Nass - Director 0407966725 or Ruth Vicary - Coordinator 0427654453 
Or see the school office for application forms 

“In All Things 
Glorify God” 

ST JOSEPH’S 
SCHOOL TERM  

DATES 2019 

Term 1: Wednesday 30 
January to Friday 5 April 

Term 2: Tuesday 23rd 
April to Friday 28 June  

Term 3:  Tuesday 16 July 
to Friday 20 September  

Term 4: Wednesday 9 Oc-
tober to Friday 6 Decem-
ber  

http://my.netball.com.au/?entityid=38925&save=0
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjYtKqkrvnhAhVLeH0KHfK-C3IQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.scarboroughtennis.com.au%2Fhot-shots-program&psig=AOvVaw3OvI8_hG8-G5v2kn2c17Hz&ust=1556766762869987

