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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 3 and all that it offers. We keep in our prayers all those who are in need
at this time, especially Mrs Oppy, who lost her dear sister, Hilde, on the weekend. We
continue to pray for Lisa Brunjes and Karen Madden, two staff members who are on
extended sick leave.

Catholic Education Week:
This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week.
This annual event is held to promote the special ethos of Catholic schools and to highlight the great
things that take place in Catholic schools every day.
The theme for this year’s celebrations is: Many Voices. One Spirit.
Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives of those in our schools and in the wider
community by challenging young people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full
potential as compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.
There are 306 Catholic schools in Queensland that educate around 149,000 students and employ more
than 20,000 teachers and staff, and most will celebrate Catholic Education Week in some way.
At St. Joseph’s we are joining in celebrations with St. Joseph’s, Childers. Students from Years 3-6
from Childers will visit us on Thursday and participate in activities related to the theme of Many
Voices. One Spirit. One activity will be learning a song that we will join to perform after sharing lunch.
Students should wear their normal checked uniform and lunch will be provided for the students
tomorrow (sausage sizzle). Students do however, need to bring their morning tea. All parents are
welcome to join us for a liturgy at 12pm.
Today we had a visit from Mrs Karen Harrison, our Senior Leader: Learning and Identity. Karen
commented on the calmness of the students, all engaged in their learning and their politeness as they
welcomed her.

Centenary Celebrations: 14/15 September
This term is again a busy one in the life of the school, concluding with our centenary celebrations
over the weekend of 14/15 September. I hope that as many students as possible will be able to
share in this celebration.
All students will be learning the hymns for centenary Mass on Sunday 15 September at 9am.
Keep an eye out for a letter with further information in the coming weeks.

NAPLAN Online:
This term our school continues our preparation for engaging in NAPLAN Online in 2020 by
participating in the School Readiness Test. This test is not a pre-test for students. Rather it is as
named, a test to see if the school has all the requirements in place to support students to
participate in the tests equitably.
This includes such things as testing to see if the WiFi copes with all students connected at the same
time. We are already ahead in some respects by having a 1:1 iPad environment. The School Readiness
Test will be undertaken by Years 2, 4 and 6 during the latter part of this term.
To get an idea of what the tests look like, visit the public demonstration site and read more
about NAPLAN Online.

Pre-Prep Program:
Our Pre-Prep Program continues this Friday morning and runs until Friday 23 August.
Students from the kindy are participating in literacy lessons and engaging with Year 5 students who
will be their buddies in 2020. On Friday 23 August, they will join with us as we celebrate Book Week
with our parade at 9am.
In all things glorify God,
Terese

Happy Catholic Education Week
This week we celebrate Catholic Education Week right across Queensland. It is a celebration of
what makes our Catholic Education system unique, in particular what makes St Joseph’s unique in
our Gayndah community. As an educator and leader at St Joseph’s I have a variety of
perspectives about what makes St Joseph’s great.
In line with our theme this year, Many Voices One Spirit, we acknowledge and celebrate the
diversity of culture, beliefs, values and aspirations that underpin our school community. Despite
these differences, we pull together as one for our children and for each other. As we celebrate
this week, let’s remember all the things we do well together: positive communication, support of
students and their individual needs, support of parents and families facing difficult times,
extracurricular activities and events that enable students to share their gifts and talents,
excellent teaching and learning that help our students grow. Beyond all of this, we take many
opportunities to come together in prayer asking God with one voice to hold our community in
the palm of God’s hand. It is being united as a community that gives us strength. A great

community takes hard work, persistence and determination - thank you all for the effort you put
in to make St Joseph’s a place of distinction in our community. Happy Catholic Education Week!

Staff Professional Development
During the year, staff will sometimes be away from class to participate in important and essential
professional learning opportunities. This week, Miss Graham, Mr Tomkins and I were fortunate
enough to participate in a professional development day on Information and Communication
Technologys in the Early Years. The focus of this day was on how teachers can embed ICTs into
the early years classroom and how we can get the most out our 1:1 iPads. This was a fantastic
day networking with other schools and developing strategies and skills around the use of ICTs. No
doubt, you will start to hear the fantastic ways our learners are engaging with iPads as a learning
tool in the classroom.
Each week, our staff are engaging and planning with the Leadership team or Curriculum Education
Officers from BCE to ensure we are using data to inform our teaching to meet the individual
needs of our learners. This time is essential to ensuring that we have collaborative approach that
provides high quality teaching and learning opportunities for your children. Working with
knowledgeable others ensures that responsibility for student learning is shared by all staff. I am
very proud of the quality of teaching and learning that is being provided at St Joseph’s. Lifelong
learning is essential for all, especially our wonderful teachers. Whether you are a child or adult we
should always be open to new learning.

Centenary Celebrations
As our Centenary celebrations draw closer, we are receiving more and more memories. I wanted
to share with you a memory from a former student here at St Joseph’s…

Errol Patrick Flynn, born 23/8/1944, last child of Michael and Evelyn, brother of Michael,
Sisters Maureen, Marcia, Jacqueline.

We lived at 32 Dalgange Road, North Gayndah near the

butter factory directly across the Burnett river from St Josephs, where we all went to
school. It was a good side of town to live, the river cut the town in two when it flooded, so
we could not get to school and fished instead, waving to the south siders across the raging
torrent, bad luck kids!
My days at Joeys started at age 4 ½ … a long walk to school and back but my sisters
dragged me along. We were taught by the nuns who were caring teachers and helped each pupil
achieve, strict though they were.
One big highlight was putting a float in the 1953 Orange Festival, many days of work, but we
led the parade. Mother Joseph Anthony was very proud of us.
The annual school fete was the main fundraiser, so we saved up to buy a ticket on the
chocolate wheel, one year I won a 10/- (ten shillings = $1) tin of biscuits.

Ringing the school bell at 3pm was fun, but not easy. You had to swing on the rope and end
up halfway up the tower before it would ring, then slide back down the rope.
Tennis was a big game for Gayndah and we had visits from Roy Emerson, Mal Anderson,
Daphne Seeney, budding young players who went onto play for Australia. Four of the best
school players, of which I was one, played doubles against them, 4 against 2 but they were
too good for us, we won one game, but their coaching was great.
Now the last and most memorable achievement
for Joey’s was beating the State School at the
Sports Carnival.

It had never happened before

but a new young priest, Father Gleeson, got us
going with much training (after school) and we
WON. It will live in my memory forever.
I now live in Parkes NSW, Home of Elvis and
the iconic dish (The Radio Telescope involved in
the moon landing in 1969 and movie The Dish).
Please keep the stories and memories coming.

We love to share them and to hear about a
piece of history here at St Joseph’s, Gayndah.
Keep smiling

Bec

UNIFORM SHOP

Please check that your child has their own jackets etc and haven’t accidently brought
another student’s home!

New winter stock has arrived! We should have most sizes of jackets and vests
available. Please contact Kym Baker or the school office.

Remember to name all uniforms including winter clothing

Tuckshop
Tuckshop orders and payment for next Thursday are due back to school by Monday

5th August. Thank you.

What’s happening…..
Catholic Education Week – Childer’s Visit
Thursday 1 August

Pre-Prep Morning
Friday 2 August @ 9am
Centenary Trivia Night
Friday 2 August

Congratulations
to our Award
recipients!
Lilly Harper, Hamish Baker,
Ella Smith, Isiah Sturgess,
Georgia Roberts,
Blake Harris, Noah Teague,
Layla Roth, Fletcher Worland

Library News - Book Week
Once again, Book Week is held in Term 3 in all schools across Australia. Throughout this term, students will be
exploring the Children’s Book Council of Australia shortlisted books during library lessons on Wednesdays and
each class will also choose one of the shortlisted titles as a unit focus for their English activities.
Book Week will also be celebrated in Week 6 with a Family Reading Morning on Wednesday 21st August from
8:40am to 9:00am and a Book Week Dress-up from 8:40am on Friday 23rd August.
The theme this year is “Reading is my Secret Power.”
Some suggestions for students to participate in the Dress-up are as follows.
•
Their favourite Superhero.
•
To the theme “Reading is my Secret Power” or choose their own Secret Power eg music, art, science,
football, gymnastics etc
•
As a character from their chosen class short-listed book as listed below.
Class Shortlisted Titles chosen for class units.
Prep – Year One “Rainbow Bear” by Stephen Michael King
Years 2-3
“ The All New Must Have Orange 430” by Michael Speechly
Years 4-5
“Waves” by Donna Rawlins” and “The Happiness Box” by Mark Greenwood.
Year 6
“His Name was Walter” by Emily Rodda
We hope you can join us in Week 6 for the Family Reading Morning on Wednesday and the Dress-up Day
on Friday.
Kind Regards,

Claire Carlaw - Teacher Librarian

Library Reminders
Premier's Reading Challenge
Before the holidays, all students received a form to complete listing the books they have read for
the Premier's Reading Challenge. This closes on Friday 23rd August. If your child has lost their form
or needs a second one, please ask your class teacher for another copy.

Library borrowing.
A reminder that library books should be returned to school in a library bag each Tuesday, with the
students borrowing more books then on Wednesdays. Many students are repeatedly forgetting
each week and it would be wonderful to see all students enjoying the many new and existing titles
in the library in future.
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Junior Tennis is back in Gayndah for the rest of the year. Tennis Coach Kevin Banner will join with
the Gayndah Tennis Assoc Inc to conduct Tennis Learning & Training sessions through the ANZ Hot
Shots Program Fridays from 3:30pm. Each session will be designed for technical work through game
work with heaps of fun.
Sessions are available for both boys & girls from 5yrs - 16 Yrs of age with previous or no experience.
QLD Govt Sporting Vouchers are accepted.
Registration is essential before attending by contacting Kevin 0409 520 753 3.30pm - 4.30pm - the
first timers & beginner players 5 - 12 yrs 4.30pm - 6.15pm - intermediate- advanced - competition
players

