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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,

Welcome to Week 5 and all that it offers. We keep in our prayers all those who are in need at this time.
We continue to pray for Lisa Brunjes and Karen Madden, two staff members who are on extended sick leave.

CBCA Book Week:

Book Weeks begins this weekend. Today in Library Lessons, students were asked to vote for their favourite shortlisted book. Each morning, reading is an option before school and during the breaks. Next Friday, 23 August, we will
have our Book Week parade on the paved area. Our family reading morning is on Wednesday 21 August. We hope to
see many of our families enjoying reading time together. Our P& F Passion for Reading Awards will also be
presented after the parade on Friday 23 August.

What’s your Secret Power?
NAPLAN Online:

In 2020, St. Joseph’s students will participate in NAPLAN testing in an online environment. At present staff are
involved in professional learning to support this transition. At the beginning of Term 4, Years 2, 4 and 6 will
participate in a School Readiness Test. The purpose of this test is to determine the school’s capacity to support
students’ involvement in NAPLAN Online. It is not a practice test as such.
Benefits of the online tests:
Moving to an online testing environment offers many benefits, including:

introducing ‘tailored testing’, which gives students questions better suited to their ability, resulting in more
precise results

improving student engagement through computer-based tests

reducing the time it takes to provide feedback to schools, students and parents.
Preparation for the online tests:
Sample online mini-tests for writing, reading, conventions of language and numeracy for each NAPLAN test year level
are available on the NAPLAN Online public demonstration site .
These mini-tests contain example questions that show the types of technology-enhanced features used
in NAPLAN Online, such as interactive navigation and features such as drag and drop.
The site will not record or store responses or generate assessment reports because the main purpose of the
demonstration tests is to familiarise students, teachers and parents with NAPLAN Online item types and
functionalities.

Deputy Executive Director Visit:

Next Tuesday, Deputy Executive Director of Brisbane Catholic Education, Dr. Doug Ashleigh will visit St. Joseph’s.
Doug is also Director of Learning and Teaching and monitors schools’ progress against their SMART goal. At St.
Josephs’ our 2019 SMART goals are:
By the end of 2019, with a school-wide use of the embedded, consistent and targeted use of Effective &
Expected Practices, 85% of P-2 students will achieve the BCE Benchmark Targets for Reading.
By the end of 2019, with an embedded use of the writing assessment tool, 80% of Years 3 – 6 will achieve
the BCE Benchmark Targets for Writing.
At the end of Term 2, Year 4/5 had already achieved the SMART goal for writing for 2019. All other classes are on
track to achieve the 2019 SMART goal.
Many of our visitors from Brisbane Catholic Education mention how engaged our learners are right from 8:40am when
the school day starts.

Students are requested to wear their green centenary shirt on Tuesday 20 August.

Uniforms:

Last term our Uniform Policy was ratified and published to the school community. We ask your
support in ensuring that your child/ren coming to school in the correct school uniform. This includes,
earrings, socks and hair (ribbons and scrunchies). Lately we have noticed different coloured socks,
scrunchies and two earrings. Remember to ask your child to check lost property for any missing
items and ensure all items are named so they can be returned to you.

School Centenary – 14/15 September:

Our centenary celebrations are now only a few short weeks away. You will receive a letter shortly
outlining all the events and how you, as our current parents, can assist on the weekend. We are also
having a working bee on Saturday 7 September.
Tomorrow, Friday 16 August, students are asked to remember to wear their green shirts and
bring along a gold coin donation to support the centenary celebrations!
Remember to order your centenary wine via the online form sent home previously.

St. Joey’s Gifts and Talents:

We continue to celebrate the giftedness of each other. We congratulate the following on their
recent achievements:
•
Sienna Slattery – for making the Wide Bay Rugby League team
•
Donald McGregor – for his Eisteddfod awards
•
Mr. Percival (Noah Coulson, Donald McGregor, Nathan Banks, Angus Parr) – for their second place
at the AICM RockSchool Competition
•
Hugo Baker & Archie Webster for making the North Burnett cricket team
•
Miss O’Connor - receiving a commendation at the BCE Excellence awards

St Mary ‘of the Cross’ MacKillop

On 8th August each year we celebrate the Feast Day of St Mary MacKillop. It is a
special day for our Australian catholic school communities. It is a significant day
because on 8th August in 1909 Mary MacKillop passed away in Sydney. Therefore, on
this day we remember and celebrate her life and inspirational story. She lived an
incredible life and was committed to helping others through her own selfless acts.
She inspired those around her; so much so that in 2010 she became Australia’s first saint.
This Friday, our Yr 4/5 class with lead prayer assembly which will be focused on Saint Mary
MacKillop and her extraordinary life. As members of the catholic and Australian community, it is a
story that we should all learn and know about. St Mary MacKillop faced many challenges, but through
her bravery, spirituality, perseverance, honesty, kindness, forgiveness, and above all, the love she
showed for others, she was able to overcome her challenges. She was an ordinary person who did
extraordinary things! That’s what we want for all of our students at St Joseph’s Catholic Primary
School – ‘to be ordinary people who do extraordinary things.’ I trust that we can continue to draw on
inspiration from St Mary ‘of the Cross’ MacKillop.
Ever generous God , You inspired Saint Mary MacKillop to live her life faithful to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and be constant in bringing hope and encouragement to those
who were disheartened , lonely or needy. We ask that our faith and hope be fired afresh
by the Holy Spirit so that we too, like Mary MacKillop, may live with courage , trust
and openness. We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen .

National Science Week at St Joey’s

National Science Week is Australia’s annual celebration of science and
technology. It provides an opportunity to acknowledge the contributions of
Australian scientists’ to the world of knowledge. It also aims to encourage
an interest in science pursuits among the general public, and to encourage
younger people to become fascinated by the world we live in. St Joey’s
marked National Science Week by hosting a Science Brain Break at Morning
Tea on Wednesday. The Brain Break which was organised by Mr Tomkins
had all students participating in quick science demonstrations. It’s was an
opportunity for our students to stop and reflect on the science in their
world. Thank Mr Tomkins for organising our Science Brain Break.

Wonder of Science – STEM Learning

In Term Two, our school was chosen by Brisbane Catholic Education to
participate in the Wonder of Science program and our Year 4-6 students
got a first taste of what it is all about last week. The program is being
funded as part of a seed fund to develop illustrations of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Maths) practice that can be shared with other BCE schools. Wonder of Science will work with our
school to provide resources and professional learning needed to succeed in this program. The
Wonder of Science challenge tasks immerse students in Years 5 and 6 in authentic and collaborative
inquiry. Students develop critical and creative thinking skills as they are challenged to develop a
group response to a real-world problem or scenario.

Wonder of Science inspires students to engage in rigorous, real-world STEM learning and to aspire
for excellence in STEM. It encourages students to consider the exciting and diverse career
pathways possible through STEM. Wonder of Science demonstrates the potential of STEM and
supports teachers to develop quality teaching and learning programs in STEM. The Wonder of
Science approach:
- develops deep understanding of STEM concepts in students.
- promotes problem-solving skills, including critical, creative, collaborative and ethical thinking.
- develops the student capabilities required to achieve and succeed in a rapidly
advancing and changing world.

Centenary Celebrations
As our Centenary celebrations draw closer, we are receiving more and more memories. I wanted
to share with you a memory from a former student here at St Joseph’s…you will surely get a laugh
from it. Happy reading!
“We lived on a 800 acre farm out on the eastern side of Reid's Creek , about 12 miles from town, in between Ahern's grazing

property and O'Meara's citrus orchards. Our family's main income was from the dairy. God, I hated milking bloody cows
even when the new Alfa Lavel system was setup, 7 to 12 year old kid working with his old man before and after the school
day. If I could, I'd escape with Tauzer, our cattle /kelpie cross, and go down the creek. Separating cream from the milk and
having it picked up and taken into the butter factory. Not much fun in mostly drought conditions for a lot of the time. But
when we did get a " fresh " in the creek, it was exciting to see where the new swimming hole wash out would end up. Having
picnics down there on the odd weekend with the Slack family from the other side, was always great fun.
To get into school of a morning , before Vivien and the Ahern kids started, I had to ride my bike a couple of miles to the school
bus turnaround at O'Meara's, which then later became Carlaw's turnoff. I remember either Mr. Roy Lutvey or Ron Tennick
being our driver. Sorry, not sure if I've spelt Ron's sir name correctly. Anyway, local's will know who I mean.
It was great getting into school and being with all the other kids and playing up with Tony Koster, my best mate. I liked to
chase the girls if they picked on me. I remember vividly chasing Mary Cusack one day right around the school and I caught
her at the front steps. I grabbed her as she sat down and gave her a big kiss on the forehead.
Never had any trouble after that...
Anyway, some other things that I remember experiencing at St. Joseph's.
Copy book writing in infant school, loved it ....... Getting punched in the nose by a Beswick kid who wore classes.......but
winning at Red Rover cross over........
Yeah, Terry! And Playing tennis on that gravel court......
Phillip Smith and I had an issue just as parade had settled one morning and we were both last in our respective lines.
June Cherry ringing the Angeles bell... it was just the funniest thing to watch from our grade 7/8 classroom. She would
hardly take a break between the 3 sets of 3 bells, when we were trained to say a prayer like the Our Father or Hail Mary. I
never saw anyone who could ring the last 9 bells as fast. We used to count, and she only got to 8 one day...but Mother didn't
notice…thank God…Tommy Lorenz at basketball....boy he could go while bouncing that ball.
Playing "Beam" with a tennis ball under the school on wet days, against the floor joists.
Poor Stevie Koster being teased for skipping, when it was only girls who were supposed to skip.
When I was in grade 5, I think… I was dobbed into Mother by a grade 8 for relieving myself under the big camphor laurel tree
up the front corner.....I knew I wouldn't make it to the toilets in time on the far side corner of the school......6 cuts.... But at
least I had dry pants to sit in for the rest of the day.
Sports.....Our one convent team. Loved beating the 3 house teams of the state school across the road....Archer, Burnett and
Connolly.
Archer kids were the upper class, Burnett kids were the tough ones and Connolly kids were the weak ones.
Jenny Burns and Carmel Corry were two of our best girl runners.
Some used to " hiss " with every breath. Boy, that was funny.
Anyway, look…I better leave it at that.
Hope Vivien and I get to catch up with anyone connected with the school during the late 50's and early 60's.
And as many as possible in the photo of the 7 and 8's . '62/63.”
Hope all who know the Centenary is on will be able to make it.
Cheers,
Geoff Torenbeek.

Keep smiling,

Bec

Have you seen our centenary
window display for Catholic
Education week yet?

Catholic Education Week!
Catholic Education Week is celebrated annually in Week 3 of Term 3, giving
all 306 catholic schools in Queensland an opportunity to promote their distinctive mission and beliefs. This year’s theme was “Many Voices, One Spirit.”
Catholic Education strives to make a difference in the wider community by
challenging young to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as compassionate, contributing, life members of society.
As part of this week’s celebration, St Joseph’s decorated the Central North Burnett Times
window. Every student in the school decorated their own body cutout. These were placed
around the poster which symbolise how important each child’s voice is within our school.
(Make sure you go and check out the window)
By: Zoe H, Nick and Loucas

Childers St Joseph’s visit
In week three of term three, St Joseph’s Childers visited us for Catholic Education
Week.
For Catholic Education Week, we divided into three groups for three rotations. Which
were choir, art and a movement break. In choir everyone participated in singing an African song called Kusimama. For Art we read a book called, “Say Something.” For the
Arty part of the activity we wrote in a speech bubble an issue we think should be
stopped (eg bullying ).
For the last activity we had a movement break. We did two activities, Aus Tag and we
played with the parachute. These activities were a lot of fun with our Childers buddies.
In conclusion we had an assembly led by Year 6, a sausage sizzle and a cake, then we
had a Guard of honour to send St Joseph’s Childers children on their way.

Layla, Oliver, Zoe Baker

Science Ambassadors visit
On Monday the 5th of August, Jacqui and Chandra, representing the Wonder
of Science program came and visited our school. Experiments at hand, we
were ready for a challenge. They came, created and stretched the limits of our
imagination with many different assumptions on our science projects thus far.
Jacqui, (working on her PhD in Geology) came along with Chandra (studying
pharmacology) to review and assist us with our science snack for an astronaut’s satisfaction. They lectured us on reactions between bicarb soda and vinegar and other reactions that will depend on our snack success criteria.
All were enjoyed as smiles were left in the classroom by Jacqui and Chandra
as they began their journey to the Year 4/5 classroom science experiment. By
the end of the day nothing but knowledge and explosive ideas had been implanted within our minds.
Snow, Hugo, Fletcher

Travelling around maths!
As part of our curriculum year 5/6’s are travelling around the globe with a random
budget between $5000 and $20000. Our task is to create our dream holiday while
keeping within our budget and making sure that we explore places at least further
than 2000 kilometres away from Gayndah.
We have a choice to complete this activity in pairs or we can drag our imaginary
friend around the world. To make this task more challenging we have to pay for
our partner and fuel. The holiday must last for at least a week. We are using our
new technology to research flights and accomodation to plan a successful
trip. Wish us luck on our imaginary dream vacations!
Indie. Jackson, Georgia
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Junior Tennis is back in Gayndah for the rest of the year. Tennis Coach Kevin Banner will join with
the Gayndah Tennis Assoc Inc to conduct Tennis Learning & Training sessions through the ANZ Hot
Shots Program Fridays from 3:30pm. Each session will be designed for technical work through game
work with heaps of fun.
Sessions are available for both boys & girls from 5yrs - 16 Yrs of age with previous or no experience.
QLD Govt Sporting Vouchers are accepted.
Registration is essential before attending by contacting Kevin 0409 520 753 3.30pm - 4.30pm - the
first timers & beginner players 5 - 12 yrs 4.30pm - 6.15pm - intermediate- advanced - competition
players

LADIES GOLF FREE INTRODUCTORY SESSION!
Ladies Lets Golf clinic. Free introductory session Saturday 14th sept 8:00 am start.
Register for this great opportunity at:

https://www.golf.org.au/queensland-free-introduction

Minimum of 6 ladies required so please pass on to friends and work mates!

