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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,

Welcome to Week 7 and all that it offers. We keep in our prayers all those who
are in need at this time. We continue to pray for Lisa Brunjes and Karen Madden, two
staff members who are on extended sick leave.

School Centenary – 14/15 September:

Our centenary celebrations are now only a few short weeks away. Last week you received a letter
outlining all the events and how you, as our current parents, can assist on the weekend. We are also
having a working bee on Saturday 7 September. Thank you to those parents who have returned their
note indicating when you can assist. Many hands make light work! Thank you.

Tomorrow, Friday 30 August, students are asked to remember to wear their green
shirts and bring along a gold coin donation to support the centenary celebrations!
Congratulations:

At our Book Week parade last Friday, our Passion for Reader
Award winners were announced. These awards, sponsored by the
P& F, are awarded to students who demonstrate a love of
reading, are regular borrowers from the library and share their
enjoyment of reading with others. In 2019, the Passion for
reading Award winners are:
Prep - Kane Callanan
Yr 1 - Maizie Doyle
Yr 2 - Hamish Baker
Yr 3 - Phoebe Ross
Yr 4 - Archie Webster
Yr 5 - Poppi Chambers
Yr 6 - Snow Campollo

Return of the Bully:

On Friday, students will be entertained by actors from Starrs Production while being presented in a
different way, strategies to deal with a bully.
‘Return of the Bully’ was written with the intention to offer strategies to help
children deal with being bullied at school. The play is performed by two actors
who play three different characters. Poppy is a ‘year four’ girl who is being
bullied by Alex a ‘year five’ boy. One afternoon as she is hiding from Alex in the
drama room, she meets Jo the school karate teacher. The play concentrates on
the relationship between Jo and Poppy as she agrees to become his student so
that she can learn all he knows about how to stop a bully.
You might think, on reading the synopsis of the play, that Poppy learns karate to deal with the bully.
‘You can’t beat a bully by being a bully’! In fact, the play stresses that violence is never the answer and
reminds students of the assertive strategies, like those taught here at St. Joseph’s, to deal with a
bully.

Bullying is about an imbalance in power. Often victims ‘give’ the bully
power over their behaviour and emotions. Assertive strategies
mentioned in the play include:
Strategy 1.
Strategy 2.
Strategy 3.
Strategy 4.
Strategy 5.
Strategy 6.

How do you stand?
Don’t react
Don’t argue just agree.
Don’t throw stones.
Block their path.
The secret weapon; the journal.

‘Zero tolerance’ is often used when school talk about bullying. This does not mean that
bullying will never happen. Rather it refers to the school’s response and I wish to ensure
parents that St. Joseph’s always responds to accusations of bullying.
If your child mentions ‘bullying’, I urge you to please encourage your child to speak up
and/or for you to speak with your child’s teacher or a member of the leadership team.
We cannot support your child, or the bully, if we do not know about what your child is
feeling.
Behaviours that do not constitute bullying include:
•
mutual arguments and disagreements (where there is no power imbalance)
•
not liking someone or a single act of social rejection
•
one-off acts of meanness or spite
•
isolated incidents of aggression, intimidation or violence.
However, these conflicts are still addressed and resolved.
For further information https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/

Father’s Day:

We hope to see many of our dads at either our Father’s Day breakfast tomorrow morning
from 7am or our assembly tomorrow afternoon at 2:30pm.
Happy Father’s Day to all our dads and grandads! Have a wonderful day on Sunday.

St. Joey’s Gifts and Talents:

We continue to celebrate the giftedness of each other. We congratulate the following
students on their recent achievements:
•
Maddy Barbeler and Zoe Hoskinson for representing the school in the Equestrian
event in Maryborough last week – congratulations on your results!
•
Red Ball Tennis team - especially Summer Campollo who received the Good Sports
award on the day
In all things, glorify God
Terese

A Visit from Dr Doug Ashleigh
Last week, our Deputy Executive Director of Brisbane Catholic Education – Doug Ashleigh
visited St Joseph’s and recognised the remarkable learning progress that our students
have achieved throughout the year. The progress students have achieved through
differentiated targeted teaching was certainly wonderful to celebrate and we hope to
continue to further enhance student progress and achievements and build on from the
great results achieved in 2018/19. Having an aspirational plan is a start, however, how we
work collaboratively in partnership to enhance student learning, track progress and look
forward to their next learning progression is even more important and Dr Doug Ashleigh
recognised and congratulated our staff on this. It is our aim to regularly reflect on our
progress, so that we know where we are at in our improvement plan and are able to
forward plan for consistent learning growth and maximise student learning.

Book Week
We had a wonderful week at St Joseph’s celebrating Children’s Book Week. A big thank
you to students, parents and staff for your input and support during the week, especially
to Mrs Carlaw and Mrs Doyle whose organisation and efforts ensured such a successful
week.
Congratulations to the much loved book characters who came to life at the parade. It was
exciting to watch as each class paraded and there have been many wonderful and excited
comments about the ideas and creativity of the costumes. Thank you to all the students
and families who created the magnificent costumes.

Happy Father’s Day
As Father’s Day approaches this Sunday, it is timely to reflect on the role of fathers,
and indeed father-figures, in our lives; those men who play such a transformative role
in our lives as they nurture and shape us into the people we continue to strive to
become. Fathers have the capacity to develop in their children a deep sense of who
they are in the world and who they want to be. More than anything, children desire
time to be heard rather than solved, played with rather than money to buy gadgets and
given clear loving boundaries that build resilience and self-discipline rather than praise
that comes with little effort. Fathers are inspiring, compassionate and courageous
figures in our lives and we thank you all for your unconditional love.

Creator God, We give you thanks and praise for fathers young and old.
We pray for young fathers, newly embracing their vocation;
May they find courage and perseverance to balance work,
family and faith in joy and sacrifice.
We pray for fathers whose children are lost or suffering;
May they know that the God of compassion walks with them in their sorrow.
We pray for men who are not fathers but still mentor and guide us
with fatherly love and advice.
We remember fathers, grandfather, and great grandfathers who are no
longer with us but who live forever in our memory
and nourish us with their love.
Amen

Have a wonderful week!
Keep smiling
Bec

Thank you

to our wonderful P & F and staff breaky
club helpers who volunteer their time Monday and
Wednesday mornings to provide this service for St
Joey’s students!
If you would like to help, Breaky Club are always grateful for donations of items including:
•
Juice concentrate
•
Margarine
•
Spreads inc. jam, peanut butter & honey
•
Milk, bread and milo

Thank you also to Mrs Bernie for the yummy breakfast
treats like her muffins!

BOOKCLUB:

Bookclub orders were sent home last week. Please return any orders and payment by this Friday
30th August. Bookclub can also be ordered online via LOOP Scholastic or download the free LOOP
Scholastic app (linking to St Joseph’s Gayndah and your sudent’s class).

Congratulations to
our Award
recipients!
Maizie Doyle, Madison Barbeler,
Nick Meyers, Mackenzie Ung, Poppi Chambers, Xavier Roberts, Ruby
Mathiesen, Angus Parr,
Indianna Hitchcock
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Junior Tennis is back in Gayndah for the rest of the year. Tennis Coach Kevin Banner will join with
the Gayndah Tennis Assoc Inc to conduct Tennis Learning & Training sessions through the ANZ Hot
Shots Program Fridays from 3:30pm. Each session will be designed for technical work through game
work with heaps of fun.
Sessions are available for both boys & girls from 5yrs - 16 Yrs of age with previous or no experience.
QLD Govt Sporting Vouchers are accepted.
Registration is essential before attending by contacting Kevin 0409 520 753 3.30pm - 4.30pm - the
first timers & beginner players 5 - 12 yrs 4.30pm - 6.15pm - intermediate- advanced - competition
players

