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Principal’s Letter to Parents
School Centenary – 14/15 September:
Below is a copy of the speech I gave in gratitude at the conclusion
of Mass on Sunday morning.
St. Joseph’s is in the privileged position to be standing on the shoulders of all who have
gone before us in Catholic Education. This centenary celebration is just a small part of the
story, yet for us it is the culmination of imagining our story, living our story and now
celebrating our story spanning the past one hundred years.
On September 13th, 1919, Archbishop James Duhig and Mother Mary Marcella (Sisters of
the Good Samaritan Mother General) arrived in Gayndah for the opening and blessing of
the new convent. By this stage, the parish was in its third church (having lost the first two
to natural disasters) and the local parishioners had worked together to build the school
and convent. St. Joseph’s School was not intended to be opened until January 1920, but on
his visit, Archbishop Duhig announced that the opening of the school would be on October
6th, 1919.
On October 6th, 1919, there were fifty-six children on the roll - George McLeen being the
first name entered. Before the end of the year, there were seventy children enrolled in
the school. Throughout 1920, the numbers increased, and the first Scholarship winner was
Michael Lutvey. Boarders continued to come to St. Joseph’s School, and they were housed
in the convent.

Since these early years, many Sisters, pupils, staff and events have come and gone and
left their impressions on St. Joseph’s Catholic Primary School.
Today among our 67 students enrolled there are the third and fourth generations of
families.
St Joseph’s school mission states that “through its ministry as a caring Christian
community based on Gospel values, St Joseph's strives to provide a holistic education for
its students recognising the uniqueness and potential of each child who is made in the
image and likeness of God.”

As we celebrate our centenary, we give thanks for every one of those unique students and
their families who have been part of the ongoing story of St. Joseph’s Gayndah. We give
thanks too, for the Sisters of the Good Samaritan who blessed the school community with
their presence over the years.

Gratitude is very much part of our way of being here at St. Joseph’s so I would like to extend my
heartfelt gratitude to all those involved in planning and preparing for our centenary celebrations.
I would especially like to thank the centenary planning committee, made up of staff (past and
present), parishioners and community representatives. Thank you for your dedication, suggestions
and efforts to make the celebration successful.
Thank you to the Parish, for their support in many ways of our centenary celebration.
Thank you to Mrs Jen Bryant for teaching the students the songs for the weekend and to the
MusicFire Band: Anna Shaw, Mark Beiers, Lawrie and Annette Knott for celebrating with us today.
Thank you to Rita Monteith who is compiling her filming into a documentary to commemorate the
centenary.
Thank you to our team of parent and parish volunteers who assisted in many ways over the past few
months from organising memorabilia, to branding cheese boards, to sewing, to designing and typing
recipes, sorting through history, to tidying the grounds, to baking and cooking barbeques, making
sandwiches and working on stalls. In fact, I extend my gratitude to all St. Joseph’s parents over the
past one hundred years whose support and hard work have helped shaped the school community.
Thank you to the staff who have served the community over the past one hundred years, beginning
with the Sisters of the Good Samaritan, upon whose shoulders we stand, to the staff I serve and
lead today.
Finally, I would like to thank our beautiful students. We are blessed every school day working with
them and I congratulate them on their efforts over this weekend, especially for leading us in singing
today.
Thank you all for your presence this weekend and for helping us celebrate St. Joseph’s centenary.
In all things, Glorify God.

Terese
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

TENNIS HOT SHOTS:
Vacancies exist each Friday afternoon
for Term 4, commencing 11th October
2019 at the Gayndah Tennis Club for
players, to come and join Tennis
Australia's National program, conducted
by Bundaberg Tennis Academy Tennis
Professional, Kevin Banner, with lots of
fun & games to suit all levels. For futher
information please contact
Kevin: 4152 0753 / 0409 520753 Registration is essential

