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Principal’s Letter to Parents

Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 6 and all that Term 4 offers. We keep in our prayers all those
who are in need at this time, Lisa Brunjes and Karen Madden. We pray for
communities who are dealing with the devastation of bush fires. We pray as one
for the end to the drought.

St. Joseph’s Swimming Carnival:
Due to last week’s swimming carnival, the newsletter was delayed so we could publish the results.
Thank you to Bec O’Connor and Jody Doyle for their organisation of events that ensured the smooth
running of the carnival.
Thank you to our volunteers who worked as timekeepers, and judges and any other capacity. It is usually
a thankless task as disappointments can occur. It’s natural, as parents, to want to shield your children
from disappointment and upset, but it is also an important learning and part of life. So, we are grateful
to all who continue to volunteer time and effort to support St. Joseph’s students.
Our younger students enjoyed their fun carnival with some events held, again as a learning, for their progress into
competitive ages.
Congratulations to all our Age Champions and to Lourdes for the overall win on the day. We look forward now to the
District Carnival in Week 8 (Nov 28).

Remarkable Moments Day:
On Friday 15 November, we celebrate Remarkable Moments Day. Each of our learners is
remarkable and on Friday, will share what their Remarkable Moment from the year was. Our
classrooms are open in the morning as follows:
P/1 & 2/3 – 8:40 – 9:40am
4/5 & 6 –
9:40 – 10:40am
The uniform shop will also be open 9am-10:30am for Pre-Prep parents and other parents to
purchase and order 2020 uniforms.
Our students will have the opportunity to share with you and their peers their remarkable moment from the year.
This is not a performance, but rather an opportunity for you to discover what students are most proud of.
In the afternoon, St. Joey’s Got Talent Show returns. Last year it was a great success so I’m sure it will be another
hit this year. Students will nominate and be able to practise at school during break times. Props etc will need to be
brought to school by students along with music if needed.

Awards Night:
On Thursday 21 November, we will be having our Annual Awards Night. The evening will be held in the Sports Centre
beginning promptly at 6pm. This year the whole school choir will be performing instead of individual classes.

Industrial action:
You may have seen, or will see, in the media stories relating to possible industrial action by some staff in Catholic
schools.
As part of our enterprise bargaining process, union members at our school have voted to take industrial action. This
action was scheduled to begin on 7 November but at this stage does not involve any strike action, nor will it impact on
the delivery of our learning program in the classroom.
Please be assured that the safety and wellbeing of our students will not be compromised in any way if industrial
action takes place.
Catholic school authorities have made a fair offer to the union (including a 2.5% pay increase and reduced contact
time for primary teachers) that also takes into account the need to keep fees affordable for our parents.
If you have any questions about the impact of industrial action on our school, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

St. Joseph’s Parish Fete: Friday 29 November
A note was sent home inviting you to nominate for a stall or offer other assistance to
support the school fete on Friday 29 November.
Currently we have a small number of parents who have offered their assistance. We
are asking that everyone who can, offers some time and energy to support the
community. Consider collaborating with friends – perhaps you work for an hour while
they supervise the children and then swap?
Your time is needed now in planning and organising the fete as well as on the night. Can you spare an hour at least,
to help on a stall? Can you help in the morning with set up? Can you help in the evening with packing up? Can you
bake something for the cake/sweets stall? Can you donate something for the multi-draw? Can you donate some time
during the days leading up to fete to wrap multi-draw raffle prizes and price ‘Create-A-Plate’s.

Congratulations:

Congratulations to Leon and Sienna Slattery for her results in the Little Athletics Regional Carnival at Burrum
Heads over the weekend. Leon and Sienna competed in the pentathlon choosing from: 100m, 800m, 800m hurdles,
long jump, shot put, discus and high jump and both finished 7th out of a field of approximately 40 athletes. Well
Done Sienna and Leon!
Congratulations also to our students, Nathan, Kiera, Zoe Hoskinson, Tilly and Lou Doyle who competed in the
Biggenden Swim Meet at the Gayndah pool over the weekend.
Mr. Percival wowed audiences at the Burnett Heads Lighthouse Festival on the weekend of 23/24 November.

Remembrance Day:
At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the Western Front fell silent after more than four years of continuous
warfare. The allied armies had driven the German invaders back, having inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the
preceding four months. In November the Germans called for an armistice (suspension of fighting) in order to
secure a peace settlement. They accepted allied terms that amounted to unconditional surrender.
The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in the post-war years. The moment
when hostilities ceased on the Western Front became universally associated with the remembrance of those who
had died in the war. This first modern world conflict had brought about the mobilisation of over 70 million people
and left between 9 and 13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-third of them with no known grave. The allied
nations chose this day and time for the commemoration of their war dead.
Our Year 6 leaders participated in the service in town, laying a wreath on behalf of the school community. The
school liturgy was held at 2:30pm.

Last week marked the half way point of the last school term for 2019. It is hard to believe that we
have only four weeks of school left. Knowing how many important things we need to accomplish in
that short time confirms that we have some very full weeks ahead

Remembrance Day was observed today with a dedicated liturgy to the historically significant date of
11 November. The tradition recalls the end of hostilities of World War I on 11 November, 1918.
Almost 62,000 Australians died fighting for our freedom and in service of our nation. You may
remember from last year that our students participated in an art and writing competition on the
theme, “When the guns fell silent” to mark the 100 years since the end of World War 1. Our local
RSL were the driving force behind the competition. Gayndah RSL board member Russ Tyler lead the
creation of book which immortalised some of the beautiful works by the students within the Gayndah
region. Many of our students’ artwork and writing have been included in the book. The launch of the
book took place last Friday night at the local RSL Club and some of our students were there to see
their pieces published. Please take the time to view the book. It is a beautiful collection of artwork
and written pieces, as well as a tribute to how Gayndah commemorated the centenary of armistice.
The school has purchased the book and it can be viewed in our school foyer. Alternatively, the book
can be purchased from the RSL for $20.

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead . Short days ago
We lived , felt dawn , saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved , and now we lie
In Flanders fields.

Semester 2 Reports
The reporting process is well underway with teachers having spent many hours reviewing
assessment tasks in order to prepare end of semester reports. At the end of this semester,
teachers make an evidence based judgement about the student’s overall level of achievement
related to aspects of the achievement standard that have been taught and assessed for each
subject. This judgement is based on evidence of student performance and takes into
consideration the most recent evidence. The evidence of each student’s achievement is collected
using a range of assessments aligned to the curriculum and forms the basis for reporting
judgments about the student’s overall level of achievement in the learning area/subject.
All families will receive their child’s report card on Friday 29 December. Reports will be available
on the Parent Portal.

PARENT PORTAL NEWS:
Did you know? The FREE BCE Connect app and Parent Portal can be used for:
•
Direct links to the Parent Portal, newsletters and more!
•
Reporting student absences at any time 24/7
•
Changing student and parent details such as address and phone number contacts.
•
Downloading reports such as NAPLAN and semester reports (*NOTE: Student report cards
are now accessed through the parent portal and are only able to be accessed for the current
and previous academic year. Please download and save these documents to your files!)
•
Links to the school Facebook page, class blogs (newsletters) and school calendar.
Please contact the school office if you have any questions!

BOOKCLUB
Bookclub No. 8 will be sent home with students today! Please return any orders
together with payment by next Wednesday 20th November to allow delivery
before school finishes. A great chance to order for Christmas gifts! Alternatively,
orders can be placed via the LOOP app online by Wednesday 20th November
also.

Congratulations to
our Award
recipients!
Snow Campollo, Blake Harris, Hillary Waldock, Ella
Smith, Jackson Barbeler,
Zoe Hoskinson, Lexi Roberts, India Webster, Indianna Hitchcock

UNSW ICAS
-awards & participantsMonique Hitchcock,
Jimmy Baker, Sahara
Hitchcock, Tilly Doyle,
Alyce Doyle, Angus
Parr, Indianna Hitchcock
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2019
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 5 April
Term 2: Tuesday 23rd
April to Friday 28 June
Term 3: Tuesday 16 July
to Friday 20 September
Term 4: Wednesday 9 October to Friday 6 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Please note:
You may be required to re-register your student for
bus travel in 2020.
Contact Polleys (5480 4500) to collect your forms
before the rush! Register over the holidays to avoid
having to pay fares at the start of Term 1. Please note
that there will be online forms commencing in
December 2019. This is a new project, so we will be
able to tell you more then.
You will need to re-register your students for 2020 if:
1. They were in Grade 6 in 2019
2. They were in Grade 10 in 2019 AND live in the
Biggenden P-10 catchment area.
3. The student’s home address has changed
4. If the student is changing school

