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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear families, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 6 and all that it offers.
Teachers and parents are this week engaged in conversations about learners
and their learning. We honour and respect parents as your child’s first
educators. We hope through these conversations, to learn more about your
child so that we can contribute to their life-long learning journey in a
collaborative partnership. Thank you for being engaged in the learning
journey with your learner.

NAPLAN Online 2020:

This year, St. Joseph’s Year 3 and 5 students engage in NAPLAN through the Online platform. Last
year we participated in a number of readiness tests to ensure the school’s technical capability was
able to support the students’ participation in NAPLAN. Year 3 will still engage in the writing test in
pencil and paper format.
Students will be participating in practice tests on Monday 23 March (Year 5 only) and Wednesday 25
March (Years 3 & 5).
In classrooms, teachers are preparing students by reviewing previous years’ tests and analysing the
types of questions asked to ensure students understand how to respond. Students will also be
accessing the public site (see website below) for practice. Parents are able to access this site also to
view the types of questions in each of the four tests. These mini-tests contain example questions
that show the types of technology-enhanced features used in NAPLAN Online, such as interactive
navigation and features such as drag and drop. An information sheet has been sent home for parents
of Year 3 and 5 students.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s participation in NAPLAN, please do not
hesitate to speak with your child’s teacher or a member of the Leadership Team.
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site

Rural Aid & Gift of Music:
Date claimer – Wednesday 25 March
On Wednesday 25 March, St. Joseph’s is hosting the Australian Army
Band from Enoggera. Musical Director, Rachel Beeton, will lead
instrumental students from St. Joseph’s and surrounding schools in a
workshop from 1pm before all students join in for a concert from 1:45pm.
We will be hosting the band for lunch first and any volunteers to assist
on the day are welcome.
The band will also be playing at the Gayndah Showgrounds at 6:30pm.

School Lunches and Tuckshop:

Thank you for all the effort you as parents put in to ensuring your
children have healthy lunch boxes for school. Students are supervised
each break for at least 10-15 minutes of eating time. They are
encouraged to eat their main lunch item at First Break (10:40am) and
leave something for Snack (1:25pm).
Staff encourage students to eat something at both breaks so they
have energy to engage in their learning. Please speak with your child’s
teacher if you are concerned about your child’s eating (or lack
thereof) during the school day.

As we still do not have a Tuckshop co-ordinator, we are unable to begin tuckshop. Please
speak with Sarah Webster if you are able to consider this role. It could be a shared role
among a few parents and includes organising rosters and the ordering of food. You would
be well supported in this role.

Reminders:

Please no tins in lunch boxes. Students sometimes have difficulty with these and end
up cutting themselves on the edge of the lid.
Please remember to pack utensils (spoons, forks) for yoghurt, salad, rice etc

North Burnett SportingTrials:

Congratulations to all our students who have been participating in North Burnett Trials
over the last few weeks. Well done to the following students who made North Burnett
Teams:
Asher Bryant – Softball & Touch Football
Poppi Chambers – Touch Football
In all things glorify God,

Terese

TUCKSHOP 2020
We are still looking for a volunteer or two who would be interested in taking on our Tuckshop Coordinator position.
✔Tuckshop is held once a fortnight.
✔You can choose a day of the week that suits you.
✔You will be fully supported & given any help necessary to get you started.
✔Job includes: Organizing a roster, setting, menu, ordering foods and other goods. (We
have templates, supplier contacts etc.)
We'd love to hear from you! Contact the office, come to our P&F meetings or send Lisa
Baker or Sarah Webster a message!
Please consider if you can volunteer your time for a couple of hours once or twice a term!

This week, our teachers will meet with parents to discuss goals set with students for the
ﬁrst half of 2020.
One of the keys to setting goals is that it needs to be
achievable. Students have been setting SMART goals with
their class teacher in the last few weeks. You will notice
these in each classroom. By setting goals of the students,
they are providing themselves with a target to aim for. A
SMART goal is used to help guide goal setting. SMART is an
acronym that stands for Specific, Measurable, Achievable,
Realistic, and Timely. Therefore, a SMART goal
incorporates all of these criteria to help focus our students’
efforts and increase the chances of achieving that goal.
We also know from our own experiences that we won’t always achieve goals that we set.
This is part of learning, reﬂecting on what and how we do things. How we respond to
these circumstances is critical. Our children are always looking for cues from us. As
parents and educators we need to act reasonably and not show great waves of emotion
when children fail attempting things. What we want for our children is for them to try
again. How many times have we been disappointed that we didn’t do something perfectly?
Are you young enough to remember High School and maybe possibly even University or
TAFE exams? I’m sure the majority of us never received “full marks” for every exam
paper.
Equally, teachers and schools establish their own
goals. These goals are framed to enhance their own
teaching pedagogy. In turn, this supports students
making progress in their own learning. Teachers
gather to share progress, successes and failures in
attaining their goals, with their colleagues. We often
make suggestions about how they can achieve their
goals. One of the beneﬁts of this is to support
teachers in a shared experience. In this Lenten
period, we will be challenged to reﬂect on our own
lives. Just as we will set goals with our students, we have challenged our students to
consider how they can make a difference to the lives of others during this Lenten period.
We will encourage children to take up the challenge to be “almsgivers”.
We often remind our students of how lucky they are that they live in a safe, free and
afﬂuent country, it is therefore our responsibility as global citizens to do our best to
improve the lives of others. As educators and parents we too have a responsibility to
encourage and support our children to make positive choices that inspire humble acts of
service. When we model these actions our children will become adults that are capable of
creating a society that respects everyone regardless of race, religion, creed or individual
differences.

All of us celebrated with our children when they took their ﬁrst step, or garbled their
ﬁrst word, or successfully used the toilet for the ﬁrst time, we should also celebrate
when our children achieve learning goals that they have established. When we look at our
children notice how many things they are working on, from improving interactions with
others, to practicing reading of multiplication facts, to catching a ball, to mastering a
musical note, your child is always striving to improve and these milestones are celebrated
in each class. Remember too that we should be encouraging goals that make a difference
to the lives of others. Celebrate the small wins for these in turn become big victories.
Lent is the most important time in the Church’s year. As a small girl, Lent for me was a
time that we as a family made a conscious decision to do things for others. I remember
this being a difﬁcult time, because being a child my world revolved around the “very
sheltered life” that I had. In modern times, with an improved ﬂow of information via the
invention of the internet, we all of been made more aware of life in Third World
countries. With the click of a mouse or the turn of a dial we can discover yet another
country devastated by famine and disease. It is a repeated reminder of the great
fortune we all enjoy in Australia. We live in one of the safest and afﬂuent countries in
the world.
Jesus provided us with numerous examples of how we should live our life. He made
friends with the marginalised, cured the sick, forgave sinners and ultimately actively
looked for the goodness in all. This Lenten season we too are challenged to live our life as
Jesus did.
Ask your child this week what actions are they working on during this Lenten
season.

“Men and women of all times and all places desire a full and beautiful life…a life
that is not threatened by death but can mature and grow to its fullness.”
(Pope Francis)

Keep smiling

Bec

ARE YOUR DETAILS UP TO DATE?
Please ensure you have checked your family and student details for 2020. Please confirm
and/or change details via the link below or logging onto the Free BCE Connect app.
Correct contact details are essential in case of sickness or emergency and a requirement
of enrolment. Thank you!
SPORTS NEWS:
SPORTS TRIALS 10-12 YRS - Please return medical, permission
forms and $5 per sport to the office. Well done to our students so far
in Softball, AFL and Touch trials!

BOOKCLUB
Issue 2 orders and payment are due to the office by Friday March 13. Alternatively, place
your orders via the free Loop app. Please visit the office if you would like assistance with
this.

LOST PROPERTY
We currently have a number of school jumpers and jackets
in the lost property! These items are currently in the office
but will be added to the 2nd hand uniform shop if not
claimed by the end of the month. Thank you!

SHOEBOXES
Year 2/3 are collecting shoeboxes for a class activity. If you have any spare, please
send them in with your student or to the school office, thanks!
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2020
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 3 April
Term 2: Tuesday 21 April
- Friday 26 June
Term 3: Tuesday 14
July - Friday 18 September
Term 4: Tuesday 6
October - Friday 4 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

Thursday 26th March 5:30pm—All Welcome! If you’re curious about how club works
and have been thinking about taking an active role, please come along and put your hand
up!

GAYNDAH ART GALLERY

The newest exhibition on show is "Relics of the North Burnett". With over forty
artworks on show, it is really something to see. Artworks from different areas of the
North Burnett with a good representation from the Monto area are all available for
viewing from 10am-2pm Tuesdays-Sundays!

