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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear parents, students and staff,
Welcome to Week 4 and our first newsletter for Term Two. What an
unprecedented start it has been! Thank you, parents, for all you have done, and all you
continue to do, to support your children as learners. We are grateful for your ongoing
support.
This week we welcomed back all our Prep/One learners from Learning @ Home with our
Alternative Educational Provision. It was heart-warming to see and hear the way students
greeted each other, especially those friends they had not seen for some time.
We are eagerly waiting to welcome the whole school back on Monday 25 May when we also
welcome Mrs Mel Hoskins – Acting Assistant Principal – Religious Education.
Social distancing remains in place for parents and again I thank our Prep/One parents for
respecting the pickup and drop off arrangements.
I cannot thank and praise the staff enough for the way they have engaged, restructured,
reflected, and adapted to this constantly evolving situation. We continue to learn as we go
and are continually reflecting on researched, evidence-based best practice and how it looks
at St. Joseph’s.
There is no going ‘back to normal’ as our ‘normal’ has encountered a paradigm shift and
there is no turning back. Teachers are excited by new possibilities and new ways of
working ahead of us.

Semester One Reporting:
There has been a number of meetings of education ministers across Australia
recently to come to a consensus of how schools should report for Semester One.
We are still awaiting a final decision on this and will communicate to you as soon
as possible what you can expect in this reporting period.
Our Lady of Fatima:

Yesterday, Wednesday 13 May, was the Feast of Our Lady of Fatima. Fatima is,
of course, one of the school sporting houses.
The Blessed Virgin Mary is venerated under this title following apparitions to
three shepherd children — Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco — in Portugal in 1917.
The message of Fatima includes a call to conversion of heart, repentance from
sin and a dedication to the Blessed Virgin Mary, especially through praying the
Rosary.
The famous apparitions of the Virgin Mary to the children of Fatima took place
during the First World War, in the summer of 1917. The inhabitants of this tiny
village in the diocese of Leiria (Portugal) were mostly poor people, many of them
small farmers who went out by day to tend their fields and animals. Children
traditionally were assigned the task of herding the sheep.
On Sunday, May 13, 1917, toward noon, a flash of lightning drew the attention of
the children, and they saw a brilliant figure appearing over the trees of the Cova
da Iria. The "Lady" asked them to pray for the conversion of sinners and an end
to the war, and to come back every month, on the 13th.

SCHOOLTV:
"It’s never been more challenging for parents to raise happy, healthy
and resilient children.” Like never before, parents need to be informed
with clear, fact-based information on the many challenges faced by
today’s youth. Topics such as youth anxiety, cyberbullying and many
others need clear explanation and guidance.
SchoolTV is a new ongoing resource that is now available to our parents. Each edition will
address a major topic with expert interviews, fact sheets, parent quiz, recommended
apps, books and much more. SchoolTV aggregates information from many great resources
such as BeyondBlue and ReachOut, amongst others. SchoolTV provides a single stream of
independent factual information that saves parents time and confusion of searching
online across multiple sites for information.
You can access the SchoolTV archive here: https://stjosephsgayndah.qld.schooltv.me/
category-latest-newsletter (link will be available on the school website) or via the widget
shown on the Parent Portal.
SPECIAL REPORT: Wellbeing - Checklist for Primary
Whilst most children are resilient and seem to be demonstrating a remarkable capacity to
manage during this challenging time, others are not faring as well. Some are experiencing
a variety of emotions ranging from fear to anxiety, all of which are considered normal or
natural responses to this current situation.
However despite this, it is still important for adult carers to remain vigilant for any signs
of unusual distress or behaviour, even though your child may not have any prior history of
a mental health disorder.
It was estimated that one in seven Australasian children experienced a mental health
issue before the Coronavirus pandemic, therefore early intervention, diagnosis and
treatment is even more important now. In the current climate, one useful thing you can do
is help your child focus on the things that they can control –– such as their learning, diet,
exercise and sleep.
In this Special Report, adult carers will be provided with a checklist that can be used a
guide in determining if there is any cause for concern. We hope you take time to reflect
on the information offered in this Special Report, and as always, we welcome your
feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school
for further information or seek medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report https://stjosephsgayndah.qld.schooltv.me/
wellbeing_news/special-report-wellbeing-checklist-primary

School Uniform:
Now the weather is cooling off, please ensure that all clothing is named and
that the correct winter uniforms are worn. There is a lost property box
located outside the school office.
EG:
Plain navy trackpants
St Joseph's jackets and vests (preferred)
Plain navy jumpers and vests (no hoods or embellishments).
Navy tights may be worn UNDER shorts or skorts.
Plain black shoes (no coloured laces or coloured stripes etc)
Our P & F has most sizes of St Joseph's jackets and vests in stock. We also
have limited sizes of 2nd hand uniforms available for a gold coin donation. P &
F welcomes any donations of 2nd hand uniforms if you have any that are no
longer needed or have been outgrown!
Please see below for links to the St Joseph's uniform policy and P & F uniform
order sheet. Alternatively, please contact the school office or Kym Baker for
uniform queries!
Uniform Policy
Uniform Order Sheet

(These documents can also be found on the Parent Portal under Forms and
Documents)

Finance News
Term 2 fee statements will be emailed home tomorrow. Please note that the
Drought Assistance funding has not yet been applied to family fee
statements, this discount will be applied in the coming weeks. Concessions on
Term 2 fees are available if you are facing financial hardship as a result of
COVID-19. If you would like to apply for a concession, please contact Helen
Smith, either on 4161 1889 or by emailing helen.g.smith@bne.catholic.edu.au

Congratulations:
Miss Zoe Hargraves our 4/5 teacher was not able to attend her graduation
ceremony for her Bachelor of Education. Fortunately we were able to
‘present’ it to her last week.

Thanks to Mrs De Nobrega for
working with students in the Pupil
Free Week of last term to draw
chalk pictures and messages of
hope and kindness on the footpath
in front o the school. The
students won prizes in the
Gayndah Gazette chalk drawing
competition and Tiffany Kirk from
the Gazette delivered these
yesterday. Thank you to the
sponsors and Gayndah Gazette!

In all things, Glorify God,

Terese
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2020
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 3 April
Term 2: Tuesday 21 April
- Friday 26 June
Term 3: Tuesday 14
July - Friday 18 September
Term 4: Tuesday 6
October - Friday 4 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

