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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear Parents, students, and staff,
Welcome to Week 6 and welcome back to our learners who have been learning at home for
the past five weeks. We were so excited to have you back and have been enjoying hearing
about your time at home. I hope you enjoyed your treat the other day.
Thanks to our staff volunteers, Breaky Club will begin next week.
This week we welcomed Mel Hoskins to the staff as Assistant Principal – Religious Education and
Primary Learning Leader. Mel stated she already feels part of the community as she has been so
welcomed. Students will be calling Mel by her first name without any title as she has invited them to
do. Last week we welcomed Asher Tresfold into out Prep/One classroom.
Parents, thank you for respecting social distancing norms and remaining outside the school fence as
much as possible. As long as your child knows where you are picking them up, they will come to you.

Teach, Challenge, Transform:
This is the Mission statement of Brisbane Catholic Education. The last five
weeks have certainly seen this in action from St. Joey’s staff as they
transformed their teaching and learning, challenging themselves and their
students to connect via Teams to continue learning in an Alternative
Educational Environment.

Feedback Form:
Thank you to those parents who have already completed the Feedback Form emailed last week. We
would appreciate you taking the time to complete this, so we have your voice as we intentionally plan to
keep what has worked well (where possible) over this time.

Semester One reporting:
Semester One reporting will be in the usual format. However, some subjects, such as Chinese, will not
be reported on this semester. The timeline for the reports is also delayed to give teachers more time
to assess learning. Reports will be uploaded to the Parent Portal on Tuesday 14 July and parent
conversations will be arranged in the first few weeks of Term Three.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s learning, especially at this time,
please contact your child’s teacher.

Athletics Carnival:
Due to current restrictions, we will not be holding a school Athletics Carnival this
year. District sporting events have been cancelled until further notice.
We may look to organise a fun carnival with some events, for example, ball games later
in the year.
Teachers are still teaching Physical Education as part of the HPE curriculum. Sports
Uniform may be worn on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Pentecost:

This Sunday is the Feast of Pentecost – the fulfilment of Easter and
Jesus’ promise to send his Holy Spirit to watch over us and guide us and the birthday of the Church and the remembering
Spirit
When you think of the word Spirit what comes to mind? School spirit,
team spirit? When we speak of ‘team spirit’, we are referring to
something which all members of the team possess and something that is ‘beyond’ the
individual members. It is something that they all share, something that energizes them,
something that gives them common goals and vision.

Christians believe that is what God’s Spirit does. The Holy Spirit is sometimes described
as “God’s breath in us”. At baptism, Christians become members of one body, Christ’s
body. It is this Holy spirit that gives believers their identity, that tells them who they
are: The Body of Christ.
Gifts
All members of the early church knew that Jesus had sent the Holy Spirit to be with
them, especially when they were gathered together for worship. Sometimes they were
not so sure about how the Spirit was directing them to use those gifts. Saint Paul wrote
to the Church at Corinth:
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,
But the same Spirit gives them.
Seven was considered to be a mystical number in ancient times. It represented
wholeness, completion, perfection. That the gifts of the Holy Spirit number seven
indicates that they relate to every area of life. They are gifts which bring life to its
fullness. The gifts are: Wisdom, Understanding, Right Judgement, Courage, Knowledge,
Awe and Wonder and Reverence
This Archdiocesan prayer to the Holy Spirit asks for the Fruits of the Spirit which are
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Why not pray it together as a family this week?

Come Holy Spirit bring me today
Love, joy and peace
In all that I say
Come Holy Spirit help me today
To be good, kind and gentle
In every way
Come Holy Spirit fill me this day
With faith and trust
And a great HOORAY!

SPECIAL REPORT: Coronavirus - The Transition Back
As lockdown restrictions are slowly being lifted to varying degrees, we
enter a time of transition and adjustment. The circumstances of this
situation have significantly impacted us all. For some it has been an
opportunity to reflect on what is important, whilst others have embraced the opportunity
to learn new things.
Many young people may be excited at the prospect of restrictions being lifted; others
may feel mixed emotions. Reactions will differ depending on how well they cope with
stress and change. Keeping a check on your child’s mental health and wellbeing as they
adjust to new routines, will be vitally important.
There is still a lot of uncertainty ahead of us, so focusing on the things you can control or
enjoy doing or even value, can help establish predictability and familiarity for the whole
family. Adult carers need to provide young people with reassurance by acknowledging any
concerns and fears they may have at this time. Consider this to be a normal reaction,
however it may be best to focus more on their feelings and emotions, rather than the
practicalities at this stage.
In this Special Report, we share a few ideas to help ease this time of transition and
adjustment. We hope you take time to reflect on the information offered in this Special
Report, and as always, we welcome your feedback.
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact the school
for further information or seek medical or professional help.
Here is the link to your special report
https://stjosephsgayndah.qld.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-coronavirustransition-back

In all things, Glorify God,

Terese

School Uniform:
Now the weather is cooling off, please ensure that all clothing is named and
that the correct winter uniforms are worn. There is a lost property box
located outside the school office.
EG:
Plain navy trackpants
St Joseph's jackets and vests (preferred)
Plain navy jumpers and vests (no hoods or embellishments).
Navy tights may be worn UNDER shorts or skorts.
Plain black shoes (no coloured laces or coloured stripes etc)
Our P & F has most sizes of St Joseph's jackets and vests in stock. We also
have limited sizes of 2nd hand uniforms available for a gold coin donation. P &
F welcomes any donations of 2nd hand uniforms if you have any that are no
longer needed or have been outgrown!
Please see below for links to the St Joseph's uniform policy and P & F uniform
order sheet. Alternatively, please contact the school office or Kym Baker for
uniform queries!
Uniform Policy
Uniform Order Sheet
(These documents can also be found on the Parent Portal under Forms and Documents)

Finance News
Updated Term 2 fee statements have been emailed home this week.
Concessions on Term 2 fees are available if you are facing financial
hardship as a result of COVID-19. If you would like to apply for a
concession, please contact Helen Smith, either on 4161 1889 or by emailing
helen.g.smith@bne.catholic.edu.au

Bookclub
Issue 4 of bookclub has been sent home this week with
students. Please place your orders via the Scholastic
LOOP app or return any orders together with payment
by Wednesday 10th June.

We currently have a large number of un-named winter items in
the lost property box near the office.
Jackets range in sizes from 8 to 12, pants in 8, a hat
and a water bottle.
Please collect items by the end of next week (Friday Week 7)
as any that have not been collected will be added to the
uniform shop’s second hand sale items.
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“In All Things
Glorify God”

GAYNDAH ART GALLERY

The Gallery has had confirmation of date when we will be
opening the doors again in June. We are hoping the 16th of
June. The gallery is open from 10am to 2pm Tuesday to Friday,
Closed on Mondays.
Volunteering brings many rewards for those who are able to
give 4 hours either weekly, fortnightly, monthly—whatever you
can manage!
You are welcome to read a book, do a puzzle, study etc during
your shift. The gallery supplies tea, coffee and sugar you may
have to bring in some milk every now and then.
Let us know if you and/or a friend can help (pairs are welcome)
by email gayndahgallery@gmail.com or by phoning on 0429 894 357 (Mary).
We all accomplish a lot by sharing ourselves...
Can't wait to hear from you...

