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Principal’s Letter to Parents
Dear Parents, students, and staff,
Welcome to Week 8 and all that it offers.
Parents, thank you for respecting social distancing norms and remaining outside the school
fence as much as possible. As long as your child knows where you are picking them up, they
will come to you.
Feedback Form:
Thank you to those parents who have already completed the Feedback Form emailed last
week. We would appreciate you taking the time to complete this, so we have your voice as
we intentionally plan to keep what has worked well (where possible) over this time.
One of the many things that staff wish to Cherish from Alternative Educational Provision
was to make more use of our wonderful outdoor environment in learning.
This week I noticed students learning outside in
science, maths, and religion.
Students are enjoying different activities at the
break too, including continuing chalk drawing.
Thanks, Mr. Doyle, for re-painting the blackboard
over the weekend and Mrs Bryant for a lovely
message on Monday morning.
Thank you to the P & F for providing a lovely
morning tea on Wednesday to thank the staff for
the efforts during Alternative Educational
Provision. We will all enjoy our beautiful flowers too.
We also celebrated School Officer’s Day on Wednesday with teachers
sharing how our school officers make us whole.

Attitude of Gratitude:
There is a growing body of research which shows there are many psychological benefits
to being grateful, including feeling happier and lowering stress, depression and anxiety.
And of course, feeling good about helping others feel good too! Not only that, there is
also scientific evidence that expressing genuine gratitude on a daily basis can improve
physical health as well by improving quality of sleep, cardiovascular (heart) health and
immune function.
Imagine that … something as simple as how we think about our lives and the people in
them actually has a profound impact on our health!
So clearly a spirit of gratitude and appreciation is an essential skill for everyone – young
and old – to foster and develop!
Gratitude promotes optimism and helps us to develop a more positive outlook. It lets us
pause for a moment to reflect on something we have in our life right now instead of
always striving for more … the next goal, the new dress, the new toy, the new car, or the
house renovation.
Gratitude is simply cultivating a genuine appreciation for what we already have.
And we have a lot! I’m sure you’ll agree that most of us actually have far more material
“things” than we really need.
In his classic book, How to win friends and influence people wrote, Dale Carnegie
wrote about the value of smiling at people and helping others to feel important and
valued. He suggested that you should show people how much you appreciate them and be
grateful for what they do and for the contributions they make.
Let’s face it, smiling is such a simple way of expressing to someone in the street that you
value and acknowledge their presence as a fellow traveler.

Semester One reporting:
Semester One reporting will be in the usual format.
However, some subjects, such as Chinese, will not be
reported on this semester.
The timeline for the reports is also delayed giving
teachers more time to assess learning. Reports will be
uploaded to the Parent Portal on Tuesday 14 July and
parent conversations will be arranged in the first few
weeks of Term Three.

As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s learning, especially at
this time, please contact your child’s teacher.

Looking Ahead to Term 3:
Even though we have two and a bit weeks to go, we are busy planning for Term 3,
including, so far:
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Touch Lessons with Stacey Duncan (Mondays from Week 2)
Art lessons with Mel (Wednesday lunch times)
Instrumental Music lessons return (Wednesday with Mrs Bryant)
Pupil Free Day – Monday 13 July
Reports available on Parent Portal – Tuesday 14 July from 3pm
Parent conversations around Semester One reporting (Weeks 1-3)
Pre-Prep Program – Friday mornings – Weeks 1-4
Show Holiday – Monday 10 August
Pupil Free Day – Friday 4 September
Starlab Planetarium – Thursday 17 September
Year 4 overnight at school – Thursday 17 September
Term 3 concludes – Friday 18 September

Further information about these will be in future newsletters or via the Parent Portal.

In all things Glorify God

Terese

PLL
When your child/children learn a concept that is new, they need to develop a good
understanding of the concept through hands on learning. The Australian Mathematics
Curriculum introduces equal groups and arrays as the beginning of multiplication. Through
problem solving and reasoning, our learners at St Joseph’s, can explain their learning by
using Mathematical language while demonstrating their understanding while exploring
hands-on resources from our classrooms and our environment.
Our Learners will continue to practice these strategies and language to build their fluency in
explaining their reasoning.
In these photographs Year 2 and 3 are exploring more efficient ways of representing and
counting equal groups while explaining how they can make connections to repeated
addition and equal groups for multiplication.

APRE
The Religion Curriculum P-12 involves four strands: Sacred Texts, Beliefs, Church and
Christian Life. These strands are interrelated and are taught in an integrated way, and in
ways that are appropriate to specific local contexts.
In the Christian Life strand, the year 6 learners are developing their understanding of prayer
in the Christian tradition through The Examen. This form of meditative prayer uses silence
and stillness to assist believers to listen and talk to God.
Below is an example that can be practiced at home to examine your day.

With Jesus in the night
End your day in silence. Thank God for everything you experienced.
Think about the day and all that you did.
In what activities did you feel at peace?
In which ones did you lose peace?
Which activities bring the best out of you?
Is there anything you need to apologise for?
Resolve to stay close to Jesus tomorrow.

Mel

School Uniforms
Now the weather is cooling off, please
ensure that all clothing is named and that
the correct winter uniforms are worn.
There is a lost property box located
outside the school office.
EG:
Plain navy trackpants
St Joseph's jackets and vests (preferred)
Plain navy jumpers and vests (no hoods or embellishments).
Navy tights may be worn UNDER shorts or skorts.
Plain black shoes (no coloured laces or coloured stripes etc)
Our P & F has most sizes of St Joseph's jackets and vests in stock. We also
have limited sizes of 2nd hand uniforms available for a gold coin donation. P &
F welcomes any donations of 2nd hand uniforms if you have any that are no
longer needed or have been outgrown!
Please see below for links to the St Joseph's uniform policy and P & F uniform
order sheet. Alternatively, please contact the school office or Kym Baker for
uniform queries!
Uniform Policy
Uniform Order Sheet
(These documents can also be found on the Parent Portal under Forms and Documents)

Finance News
Concessions on Term 2 fees are available if you are facing financial
hardship as a result of COVID-19. If you would like to apply for a
concession, please contact Helen Smith, either on 4161 1889 or by emailing
helen.g.smith@bne.catholic.edu.au
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2020
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 3 April
Term 2: Tuesday 21 April
- Friday 26 June
Term 3: Tuesday 14
July - Friday 18 September
Term 4: Tuesday 6
October - Friday 4 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

GAYNDAH ART GALLERY

The Gallery should be opening the 16th of June. Operating hours are
10am to 2pm Tuesday to Friday, Closed on Mondays.
Could you volunteer?
Volunteering brings many rewards for those who are able to give 4
hours either weekly, fortnightly, monthly—whatever you can
manage!
You are welcome to read a book, do a puzzle, study etc during your
shift. The gallery supplies tea, coffee and sugar you may have to
bring in some milk every now and then.
Let us know if you and/or a friend can help (pairs are welcome) by email
gayndahgallery@gmail.com or by phoning on 0429 894 357 (Mary).
“We all accomplish a lot by sharing ourselves…”
Can't wait to hear from you...

