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Principal’s Letter to Parents

Dear Parents, students, and staff,
Welcome to Week 10 – we all finally made it to the end of this term! I hope you all enjoy some rest
and relaxation over the next two weeks.
I could not be prouder of the St. Joey’s staff for the dedication and hard work this term – an
unprecedented time in education. To this end, I have nominated them for a Spirit of Catholic
Education Award which will be judged, and winners announced in early Term Three.
Please keep in your prayers Mrs Karen Madden, Mrs Lisa Brunjes and Father Dom who is undergoing
surgery and radium treatment shortly.
Parents, thank you for continuing to respect social distancing norms and remaining outside the school
fence as much as possible. As long as your child knows where you are picking them up, they will come to
you.

Rural Aid: Gift of Music:

On Tuesday we gratefully received resources from
Rural Aid and their generous sponsor, Evolution Mining.
The school received 20 djembe drums to support the
introduction of the Drumbeat program. We also
received 60 ukuleles – enough for every student in the
school. Lego for the Library and stationery resources
were also donated.
Mrs Bryant is excited to work with the students over
the coming two terms with both the drums and the
ukuleles.

Semester One reporting:

Semester One reporting of student progress will be in the usual format. However, some subjects, such
as Chinese, will not be reported on this semester. The timeline for the reports is also delayed giving
teachers more time to assess learning. Reports will be uploaded to the Parent Portal on Tuesday 14
July.
Parent conversation letters will be sent home tomorrow (Year 6 letters were sent
home on Monday). Please choose the date and time that best suits your family and
return to school ASAP early Term 3.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s learning,
especially at this time, please contact your child’s teacher.

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data:
Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of
Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to
identify information already available in the school about supports provided to students
with disability. These relate to legislative requirements under the Disability
Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in line with the
NCCD guidelines (2019).
Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD
includes:
•
•
•

year of schooling
category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional
level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching
practice, supplementary, substantial or extensive.

This information assists schools to:
•

•

•

formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability
in schools
consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools
develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to
improve educational outcomes for students with disability.

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan
more broadly for the support of students with disability.
The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any
testing process. The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way
that no individual student will be able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of
all students is ensured. All information is protected by privacy laws that regulate the
collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more about these
matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy (https://
www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy).
Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://
www.nccd.edu.au). If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.

Pre-Prep Program:
Next term we begin our Pre-Prep Program. Each Friday
morning (9am – 10:30am) for Weeks 1 to 4, parents and
children are invited to the Prep classroom for literacy
activities and parent information.
Please contact the Office for further information or to
register.

Looking Ahead to Term 3:
Even though we have three and a bit weeks to go, we are busy planning for Term 3,
including, so far:
Touch Lessons with Stacey Duncan (Mondays from Week 2)
Art lessons with Mel (Wednesday lunch times)
Instrumental Music lessons return (Wednesday with Mrs Bryant)
Pupil Free Day – Monday 13 July
Reports available on Parent Portal – Tuesday 14 July from 3pm
Parent conversations around Semester One reporting (Weeks 1-3)
Pre-Prep Program – Friday mornings – Week 1-4
Show Holiday – Monday 10 August
Pupil Free Day – Friday 4 September
Starlab Planetarium – Thursday 17 September
Year 4 overnight at school – Thursday 17 September
Term 3 concludes – Friday 18 September
Further information about these will be in future newsletters or via the Parent Portal.

In all things, Glorify God

Terese

Primary Learning Leader (PLL)
During the holidays it is always a great practice to support your child/children reading
at home. As children have an opportunity to read a variety of texts, they will need
differing levels of support to engage with the text. Children learn to read by: being
read to every day; seeing important people in their lives read; and seeing themselves as
readers and having a go. One strategy to allow this to happen would be the: reading to,
reading with and reading by strategy. This strategy involves a gradual release of adult
support as the reading becomes more independent for the child.

APRE
Dear Staff, Learners and Families, as you complete the end of Term 2 remember
sometimes people will say that a certain place or moment is so beautiful and peaceful
that it is “heaven on earth.” Think of a sunset, a rainbow, a mother’s hug, a father’s
hug, a baby’s smile or hearing a child laugh. These are glimpses of heaven.

Loving Lord,
We thank You for times of rest and relaxation
and the opportunity to refresh our spiritual and bodily batteries.
During this time away from our school community we ask that You would
support us to release any concerns, stresses or strains that we may have built
up over the past months….. and help us to relax and enjoy the now by switch
off my mind from the urgent things that may be mounting up, so that I may
celebrate family time and return reinvigorated to school.
Amen
Always a Learner

Mel

School Uniforms
Now the weather is cooling off, please ensure that all clothing is named and
that the correct winter uniforms are worn. There is a lost property box
located outside the school office.
EG:
Plain navy trackpants
St Joseph's jackets and vests (preferred)
Plain navy jumpers and vests (no hoods or embellishments).
Navy tights may be worn UNDER shorts or skorts.
Plain black shoes (no coloured laces or coloured stripes etc)
Our P & F has most sizes of St Joseph's jackets and vests in stock. We also
have limited sizes of 2nd hand uniforms available for a gold coin donation.
P & F welcomes any donations of 2nd hand uniforms if you have any that are
no longer needed or have been outgrown!
Please see below for links to the St Joseph's uniform policy and P & F uniform
order sheet. Alternatively, please contact the school office or Kym Baker for
uniform queries!
Uniform Policy
Uniform Order Sheet
(These documents can also be found on the Parent Portal under Forms and Documents)
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ST JOSEPH’S
SCHOOL TERM
DATES 2020
Term 1: Wednesday 30
January to Friday 3 April
Term 2: Tuesday 21 April
- Friday 26 June
Term 3: Tuesday 14
July - Friday 18 September
Term 4: Tuesday 6
October - Friday 4 December

“In All Things
Glorify God”

GAYNDAH ART GALLERY

Operating hours are 10am to 2pm Tuesday to Friday, Closed on
Mondays.
Could you volunteer?
Volunteering brings many rewards for those who are able to give 4
hours either weekly, fortnightly, monthly—whatever you can
manage!
You are welcome to read a book, do a puzzle, study etc during your
shift. The gallery supplies tea, coffee and sugar you may have to
bring in some milk every now and then.
Let us know if you and/or a friend can help (pairs are welcome) by email
gayndahgallery@gmail.com or by phoning on 0429 894 357 (Mary).
“We all accomplish a lot by sharing ourselves…”
Can't wait to hear from you...

